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DIARY  COUPONS. 

Home  Subscribers  are  reminded  that  all  Diary  coupons 
should  be  returned  to  us  not  later  than  December  31.  If 
■they  bear  the  post-mark  of  that  date  they  will  be  entitled 
to  compete  for  the  ten  guineas,  which  we  offer  as  prizes. 


INSETS. 

Our  annual  Winter  Number  will  be  published  on  Saturday, 
January  29.  Circulars,  specimens  of  handbills,  price-lists, 
and  other  suitable  printed  matter,  will  be  received  for  inser- 
tion in  the  issue  as  supplements.  On  this  occasion  we  shall 
.give  a  special  and  complete  circulation  of  the  number  to  the 
whole  of  the  trade  of  Canada — that  part  of  the  British 
Empire  being  one  which  must  in  the  near  future  do  more 
•extensive  trade  with  the  old  country.  Great  Britain  is  now 
buying  liberally  from  Canada,  and  will  certainly  sell  more 
freely,  and  there  is  a  good  opening  for  the  whole  of  the  drug- 
trade.  Those  wishing  fuller  particulars  should  apply  to  our 
publisher.  We  wish  it  to  be  specially  noted  by  advertisers 
that  the  Canadian  circulation  will  be  additional  to  the 
world-wide  distribution  of  the  number,  and  those  who  do  not 
wish  to  go  to  Canada  with  supplements  need  not  do  so  ;  but, 
of  course,  thejjadve.'tisetnent  pages  will  go  through  the 
whole  edition. 


Vol.  LII.  begins  with  this  number. 

Several  Good  Novelties  are  described  on  p.  9. 

We  review  a  number  of  chemists'  books  on  p.  21. 

More  Advertising  lDEAs]are  printed  on  pp.  10-11. 

A  Useful  Note  on  infants'  food  is  printed  on  p.  13. 

The  New  Cape  Pharmacy  Board  has  been  appointed 
(p.  5). 

A  Number  of  Formul.e  for  chemists'  spacialities  are 
printed  on  p.  23. 

Several  Changes  in  old-established  businesses  are  noted 
on  p.  15. 

An  American  Idea  for  a  novel  shop-window  device  is 
given  on  p.  22. 

A  First  List  of  Chemists  who  stock  the  hospital-stamp 
albums  is  published  (p.  8). 

The  variability  of  commercial  copaiba  is  excellently  exhi 
bited  in  the  note  on  page  23. 

The  Alkali  Industry  in  the  Cheshire  district  is  in 
rather  a  depressed  state  (p.  2). 

The  ^Registration  of  Messrs.  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.  as  a 
limited  company  is  announced  (p.  11). 

A  meeting  of  the  Association  for  the  Propagation  of 
Cash-chemical  Science  is  reported  on  p.  14. 

A  Review  of  the  principal  changes  in  the  drug  and 
chemical  markets  during  1897  commences  on  p.  16. 

Under  "Coming  Events"  will  be  found  notifications  of 
six  chemists'  balls  within  the  next  six  weeks  (p.  32). 

Our  Paris  Correspondent  tells  of  the  difficulty  of 
getting  foreign  medicines  into  the  French  capital  (p.  4). 

Drug-trade  in  the  Transvaal  is  in  a  bad  state  at 
present,  and  the  bottle-question  still  agitates  chemists  there 
(p.  6). 

Some  Notes  on  p.  12  show  how  Klondyke  is  related  to 
pharmacy  and  what  American  druggists  are  making  out  of 
the  boom. 

Some  Valuable  Suggestions  for  the  cultivation  of 
trade  in  China  are  supplied  to  us  expressly  by  Consul 
Gardner,  of  Amoy  (p.  18). 

Mr.  B.  S.  Proctor  contributes  a  paper  on  the  assay  of 
opium,  which  shows  certain  precautions  which  should  b3 
taken  in  the  process  (p.  20). 

Metric  Weights  and  Measures  may  now  be  used  in 
this  country,  but  officially-stamped  weights  and  measures 
are  not  yet  obtainable  (p.  19). 

The  Drug  and  Chemical  Markets  are  dull  this  week, 
owing  to  the  Christmas  holidays,  but  there  is  an  expectation 
of  better  business  in  the  new  year  (p.  24). 

The  Sanitas  Company  have,  after  mature  consideration 
decided  not  to  join  the  P.A.T.A.,  In  an  interview  with  us 
the  managing  director  explaines  his  difficulties  (p.  15). 

One  Retailer  who  sold  weak  spt.  reth.  nit.,  and  two  who 
sold  weak  tr.  rhei  have  got  off  easily  with  the  explanation 
that  evaporation  was  the  cause  of  the  trouble  (p.  7). 

Two  Correspondents  who  have  considerable  experience 
in  compounding  erythrol  tetranitrate  write  about  it,  show- 
ing that  it  is  not  dangerous  under  certain  circumstances 
(p.  27). 

Details  of  the  Will  of  the  late  Mr.  Alfred  Nobel,  the 
inventor  of  dynamite,  and  of  the  prizes  which  he  bequeaths 
to  persons  who  each  year  benefit  humanity  the  most  in 
different  directions  are  given  on  p.  2. 
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Local  newpapers  containing  markel  items  of  news  interestint  to  the  trade 
are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


The  Cheshire  Chemical-trade, 

The  Cheshire  alkali-trade  is  very  depressed,  so  much  so 
that  the  salt-cake  makers,  bleach-workers  and  other  employes 
of  Bowman,  Thompson  &  Co.  (Limited),  of  Lostock,  near 
Northwich,  have  accepted  a  reduction  in  wages  of  5  per  cent., 
to  take  effect  from  January  1.  One  account  states  that  the 
firm  gave  the  men  notice  that  wages  would  be  reduced 
10  per  cent.,  and  that  several  of  the  hands  declined  to  agree 
to  such  a  reduction,  on  the  ground  that  they  already  received 
less  than  men  in  the  same  trade  at  Widnes  and  Kuncorn. 
But,  according  to  another  source  of  information,  the  men,  at 
the  request  of  the  management,  held  a  meeting  and  volun- 
tarily offered  to  accept  a  reduction  of  5  per  cent.  A  good 
many  men  at  other  works  in  the  Northwich  district  are 
under  notice.  It  is  satisfactory  to  hear  that  the  depression 
of  the  alkali-trade  in  Cheshire  is  not  shared  by  the  Tees 
district  salt-trade.  Last  week  the  two  largest  single  shipments 
of  salt  ever  made  from  the  Tees  (6,000  and  5,000  tons 
respectively)  were  sent  to  Calcutta  from  the  Salt  Union's 
works  in  that  district. 

Fires  at  Pharmacies. 

A  fire  broke  out  in  Mr.  George  Garwood's  pharmacy,  Rosary 
Corner,  Thorpe,  last  week,  but  it  was  got  under  quickly,  and 
little  damage  was  done. 

Some  of  the  cotton-wool  used  in  the  seasonable  decora- 
tions at  the  establishment  of  Mr.  J.  Keeble,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Market  Square,  Crewkerne,  caught  alight  on 
Saturday  evening.  Fortunately  the  mischief  was  noticed 
and  stopped  before  any  serious  damage  had  been  done. 

By  the  disastrous  fire  at  King's  Lynn,  Mr.  Sydney  Count, 
chemist  and  druggist,  17  High  Street,  was  completely  burnt 
out,  and  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  Mr.  Count 
was  able  to  escape  with  his  wife  and  child.  Mr.  Count  has 
taken  temporary  premises  at  97  High  Street,  and  has 
obtained  from  Messrs.  Philip  Josephs  &  Son,  Old  Street,  E.C., 
a  complete  set  of  fittings,  which  were  fixed  up  on  Thursday, 
so  that  he  expects  to  resume  business  again  this  week. 
This  we  reckon  to  be  as  smart  a  restart  as  has  been  recorded 
for  some  time. 

A  Chemist's  Shop  Broken  Into. 

On  Christmas  eve  the  lock-up  shop  of  Mr.  A.  Coleman 
chemist  and  druggist,  St.  Mary  Street,  Cardiff,  was  broken 
into,  but  the  thieves  evidently  found  nothing  to  their  taste, 
as  no  articles  of  any  kind  were  missing.  Two  young  men 
are  in  custody  on  suspicion. 

Smashing  a  Chemist's  Window. 

On  Christmas  night  a  man  named  William  Dixon  hurled  a 
stone  through  the  large  plate-glass  window  of  the  In- 
firmary Pharmacy,  138  Westgate,  Bradford,  occupied  by 
Messrs.  Forshaw  &  Snow.  The  glass  was  of  considerable 
value,  but  the  goods  inside  which  were  smashed  were  of  more 
value.  Indeed,  the  total  damage  done  is  estimated  in  one 
report  at  100£ ,  in  another  at  130Z.  The  man  was  formerly 
in  the  employ  of  the  firm.  Dr.  Forshaw  seized  him  and  led 
him  to  the  police-station,  but  it  is  stated  that  the  officers  re- 
fused to  detain  him  on  the  ground  that  Dr.  Forshaw  was  not 
a  regular  policeman. 

A  Benzoline  Application  Refused. 

At  the  Southampton  County  Council  meeting  on  Decem- 
ber 22,  the  General  Purposes  Committee  reported  an  applica- 
tion by  Messrs.  Timothy  White  &  Co.,  chemists  and  druggists, 


for  permission  to  store  200  barrels  of  benzoline  in  a  building- 
proposed  to  be  erected  on  their  wharf  at  Cbaner.  Inspector 
Herd  recommended  that  the  application  should  not  be  enter- 
tained, and  this  was  agreed  to  by  the  Council. 

Drug-contracts. 

The  following  contracts  for  drugs,  &c,  have  been  reported : — 
Mr.  Duncalf,  for  drugs  to  Macclesfield  Workhouse. 
Mr.  C.  W.  Southern,  for  chemist's  requisites  to  Belper 
Union. 

The  Medway  Guardians  have  renewed  their  contract  for 
drugs  with  Messrs.  Ostler  &  Co.,  of  London. 

The  Maidstone  Guardians  have  accepted  the  tender  of 
Messrs.  Corfe  &  Son  for  drugs  at  54£.  12s.  91 

With  the  Cannock  Guardians.  Mr.  T.  W.  Garland,  Cannock, 
has  contracted  to  supply  linseed  ratal  at  2hd.  per  lb.,  and 
paraffin  soap. 

The  tender  of  Messrs.  Hodgkinson,  Prestons  &  King,  of 
81  Bishopsgate  Street  Without,  has  been  accepted  by  the 
guardians  of  the  St.  Giles's  Union  for  the  ensuing  twelve 
months. 

Messrs.  G.  T.  Cox  &  Sons  (Limited),  35  Eastcheap,  E.C. 
will  supply  East  Preston  Workhouse  with  carbolic  soap  at 
15s.  3d.  per  cwt. ;  arrowroot,  3d.  per  lb. ;  night-lights,  4  s. 
per  dozen  boxes. 

Mr.  A.  Woolmer,  for  carbolic  soap  at  3d.  per  lb.,  and 
crushed  linseed  at  15s.  per  cwt. ;  Mr.  S.  S.  Thornton,  for 
arrowroot,  at  8kd.  per  lb  ;  pearl  barley,  16s.  per  cwt.  ;  corn- 
flour, 5hd.  per  ib.,  to  the  Stroud  Guardians. 

Theft  from  a  Drug-stores. 

At  the  West  London  Police  Court,  last  week,  Henry  Fox, 
Elizabeth  Smart,  and  Charles  Thompson  were  charged  with' 
stealing  and  receiving  a  quantity  of  articles  from  the  ware- 
house of  Parke's  Drug-stores,  High  Street,  Kensington.  Fox 
was  employed  as  assistant  porter,  and  was  stopped  on  Friday 
night  by  Sergeant  Dyson  as  he  was  leaving  the  stores  with 
the  articles  in  his  possession.  The  police  searched  Smart's 
premises,  and  found  a  large  quantity  of  bottles  of  patent 
medicine,  scent,  and  other  articles.  Both  prisoners  made  a 
statement  to  the  effect  that  they  purchased  the  things  of 
Fox.    Mr.  Rose  remanded  the  prisoners. 

Mr.  Nobel's  Will. 

The  personal  estate  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Mr.  Alfred' 
Nobel,  the  inventor  of  dynamite  and  technical  director  of 
Nobel's  Explosives  Company  (Limited),  who  died  at  San  i 
Kemo  on  December  10,  1896,  has  been  valued  at  434,093Z., 
including  216,901Z.  in  England.  A  number  of  personal 
bequests  are  made,  and  it  is  then  stipulated  that  the  capital  j 
of  the  whole  of  the  remaining  realisable  property  is  to  form 
a  fund,  the  interest  from  which  is  to  be  annually  divided  in 
five  prizes  to  those  who  during  the  preceding  year  have  done 
most  for  the  benefit  of  humanity.  The  interest  is  to  be 
divided  into  five  equal  parts,  of  which  one  part  is  to 
devolve  upon  him  who  within  the  department  of  natural 
philosophy  has  made  the  most  important  discovery  or  inven- 
tion ;  one  other  part  to  him  who  has  made  the  most  impor- 
tant discovery  or  improvement  in  chemistry ;  one 
other  part  to  him  who  has  made  the  most  impor- 
tant discovery  within  the  department  of  physiology 
or  medicine  ;  one  other  part  to  him  who  in 
literature  has  produced  the  most  excellent  work  in  an  ideal  - 
istic  direction  ;  and  one  part  to  him  who  has  worked  most  or 
best  for  the  fraternisation  of  the  nations  and  for  the  abolition 
or  diminution  of  standing  armies  as  also  fir  the  promoli  n>  j 
and  propagation  of  peace.  The  prizes  in  physics  and 
chemistry  are  to  be  awarded  by  the  Swedish  Academy  of 
Sciences,  for  physiological  or  chemical  work  by  the  Caro- 
linian Institution  in  Stockholm,  for  literature  by  the 
Academy  in  Stockholm,  and  for  the  propaga'ion  of  peace  by 
a  committee  of  five  persons  to  be  elected  by  the  Norwegian 
Parliament.  The  will  continues : — ■"  It  is  my  express  will 
that  at  the  distribution  of  prizes  no  regard  is  to  be  paid  to 
any  kind  of  nationality,  so  that  the  most  worthy  competitor 
may  receive  the  prize  whether  he  is  a  Scandinavian  or  not. 
Finally,  I  ordain,  this  being  my  express  wish  and  will,  that 
after  my  death  my  arteries  are  opened,  and  that,  after  this 
has  been  done  and  dis'inct  signs  of  death  have  been  attested 
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by  competent  physicians,  my  corpse  shall  be  burned  in  a  so- 
called  cremation  furnace.'' 

Poisoned  by  Hitro-glycerine  Tablets. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  St.  Paul's  Cray  (Kent),  on  Decem- 
ber 23,  respecting  the  death  of  Mrs.  Ellen  Stancliff,  it  was 
stated  that  before  death  deceased  confessed  to  having  taken 
twelve  nitro-glycerine  tablets  to  put  herself  out  of  misery. 
The  tablets  had  been  supplied  by  her  medical  man,  with 
proper  directions  as  to  dose.  The  medicine  produced 
syncope,  which  resulted  in  death. 


Local  lewspapert  containing  mir'ced  itemi  of  news  intereslinf  to  the  trad* 
are  always  wiicomed  by  the  Editor. 


Business  Changes. 
Mr.  W.  Kedpath,  L.P.S.L,  from  Messrs.  Grattan  &  Co., 
Belfast,  is  commencing  business  on  his  own  account  at 
Ballymoney. 

Messrs.  Harvey  k  Co.,  proprietors  of  Harvey's  Horse 
Remedies,  have  removed  from  6  Bachelor's  Walk  to  49  Lower 
Gardiner  Street,  Dublin. 

Mr.  Wm.  Martin,  registered  druggist,  Shankhill  Road, 
Belfast,  is  removing  to  more  extensive  premises  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  street. 

Messrs  Hayes,  Conyngham  &  Robinson  (Limited)  have 
just  completed  alterations  and  improvements  upon  their 
Rathmines  Branch,  formerly  Marshall's  Pharmacy.  Messrs. 
Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  have  carried  out  the  alterations 
in  the  pharmacy  itself,  which  is  now  exceedingly  handsome, 
and  besides  this  the  styre  accommodation  at  the  back  has 
been  extended  by  the  erection  of  a  new  building.  During 
Christmas  week  the  show-windows  of  the  pharmacy  were 
splendidly  decorated,  and  the  display  of  perfumes,  &c, 
attracted  much  attention. 

The  Royal  Baking-powder  Action. 
Messrs.  William  Dobbin  &  Co.,  Belfast,  wish  to  have  it 
pointed  out  that  they  were  only  nominally  defendants  in  this 
action  which  has  been  several  times  mentioned  in  this 
section.  The  real  contestants  are  the  rival  makers.  This 
we  think  has  been  quite  clear  to  anyone  who  has  followed 
the  case,  and  we  are  not  aware  that  anyone  has  attributed 
to  Messrs.  Dobbin  anything  approaching  an  attempt  to 
deceive. 

Le  Bon  Pasteur. 
At  Londonderry,  at  a  meeting  of  ratepayers  held  to  put 
forward  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  town  councillor,  the 
well-known  character,  "Professor"  Shepherd,  chemist,  of 
Waterside,  provided  some  sport  by  offering  himself  as  a 
candidate.  Mr.  Shepherd  was  warmly  applauded,  as  he 
spoke,  with  such  encouraging  remarks  as  "  Good  old 
microbes,"  "  Buck  up,  Professor,"  &c.  He  offered  himself, 
he  said,  as  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  represent  the  town  at 
the  request  of  a  gentleman  whose  name  was  "  Unanimous." 
He  was  not  nominated. 

A  Corner  in  Chemicals. 

Messrs.  W.  &  H.  M.  Goulding  (Limited),  Dublin  and  Cork  • 
Richardson  Brothers  &  Co.,  Belfast ;  the  Ulster  Chemical- 
manure  Company,  Lisahally  ;  and  Edward  Packard  &  Co., 
four  of  the  principal  and  oldest-established  chemical-manure 
companies  in  Ireland,  have  arranged  in  future  to  buy  the  raw 
materials  in  combination  and  in  such  large  quantities  as  to 
get  the  best  possible  terms  with  the  least  expense  in  distri- 
bution. In  other  respects  the  firms  will  remain  distinct,  as 
at  present. 

The  Unqualified  Assistant  in  Ireland. 
Last  week,  at  Bessbrook,  an  inquest  was  held  on|the  body 
of  a  girl  named  Finegan,  who  died  from  peritonitis,  aid  it 


appeared  that  she  had  been  attended  by  a  Mr.  Claike,  an 
unqualified  pupil-assistant  of  Dr.  Clarke,  the  dispensary 
medical  officer,  and,  subsequently  by  Dr.  CJarke.  The 
Coroner  said  it  was  improper  for  the  assistant  to  attend  or 
prescribe  for  patients.  There  was  no  law  in  Ireland  pro- 
hibiting an  unqualified  person  from  giving  advice  to  others, 
but  if  serious  consequences  ensued  the  adviser  was  liable  to 
a  criminal  prosecution.  As  regarded  the  making  up  of  the 
prescriptions  by  Mr.  Clarke,  he  did  not  think  it  was  quite  the 
thing  for  a  man  to  make  up  prescriptions  who  had  not  a 
pharmaceutical  diploma.  The  points  for  the  jury  were  Dr. 
Clarke's  alleged  neglect  to  attend  the  patient  himself,  and 
the  compounding  of  medicines  by  an  unlicensed  person.  So 
far  as  he  could  see  the  assistant  was  competent,  and  he 
seemed  to  have  had  a  good  deal  of  experience.  The  jury, 
after  an  hour's  absence,  returned  to  the  Court,  and  asked, 
Was  Mr.  Clarke,  the  assistant,  qualified  to  compound 
medicines  ?  Mr.  Johnson  (solicitor  for  Dr.  Clarke)  said  the 
course  of  study  which  Mr.  Clarke  had  gone  through  qualified 
him  to  compound  medicines.  The  jury  found  that  the 
deceased  died  from  peritonitis,  and  regretted  that  Dr  Claike 
did  cot  pay  more  attention  to  his  patient. 

Irish  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  committee  of  this  Association  have  drawn  up  the  fol- 
lowing-syllabus  for  the  remainder  of  the  session: — January 
7,1898,  musical  evening;  January  21,  paper  by  Mr.  "VV. 
McCarthy;  February  4,  paper  on  "  Pharmaceutical  Ethics," 
by  Mr.  W.  F.  Wells,  jun.,  ex-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  ;  February  18,  paper  on  "  Photography," 
by  Mr.  Hunt ;  March  2,  lecture  on  "Pharmacy  in  Ireland," 
by  Mr.  T.  W.  Robinson,  ex-examiner  in  pharmacy,  Pharma- 
ceutical Society ;  March  16,  social  evening  ;  March  30. 
debate,  "Should  the  membership  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  be  conferred  by.  the  payment  of  a  yearly 
subscription  as  at  present  or  by  examination"?  April  14. 
prize  essays  :  April  29,  annual  supper. 

Concerning  Company  Pharmacy. 

Under  this  title  Dr.  McWalter,  19  North  Earl  Street. 
Dublin,  has  addressed  the  following  memorial  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland  : — ■ 

Gentlemen, — In  order  that  due  attention  and  respect  be  paid 
to  the  resolution  of  your  Society,  passed  at  the  general  meeting  in 
October,  may  I  respectfully  suggest  that  copies  of  the  resolution 
be  inserted  in  the  public  press,  and  furnished  to  every  chemist  in 
Ireland,  conspicuously  printed  in  a  way  for  exhibition  in  the 
pharmacy  ? 

I  humbly  submit  that,  as  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has 
solemnly  devised  in  a  general  meeting  that  company  pharmacy 
constitutes  a  danger  to  the  public,  and  is  opposed  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  Society,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Council  to 
make  company  pharmacy  impossible  in  Ireland. 

Should  there  be  any  difficulty  in  diverting  the  ordinary  funds 
of  the  Society  to  this  purpose,  I  shall  have  much  pleasure  in. 
forwarding  a  subscription  of  20?.  to  enable  the  Society  to  have  its 
resolution  respected. 

Accounts  have  recently  appeared  in  the  pharmaceutical  press 
that  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Society  erased  from  the  list  of 
their  members  a  gentleman  whose  advertisements  displeased  the 
Society. 

The  powers  of  your  Society  are  not  less  ample,  nor  can  I  believe 
you  are  less  jealous  of  its  honour. 

In  face,  therefore,  of  the  resolution  passed  at  the  general  meet- 
ing, I  humbly  submit  that  it  becomes  the  imperative  duty  of  your 
Society  to  remove  from  the  list  of  members  every  person  forming 
a  part  of  a  limited  company  which  practises  pharmacy,  and  to 
exact  a  promise  from  every  future  candidate  for  membership  that 
he  will  not  infringe  on  the  wishes  of  the  Society  in  this  par- 
ticular. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  most  respectfully  insist  on  the  necessity 
of  your  Council  defining  who  is  the  actual  seller  or  compounder 
in  the  case  of  a  limited  company.  Several  bottles  have  come 
into  my  hands  recently,  sent  out  by  limited  companies,  and  in  no 
case  was  there  any  intimation  as  to  who  was  the  actual  com- 
pounder, or  whether  he  was  duly  qualified. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  McWalter 

The  L  G.B.  and  the  Drug-contracts. 

The  Navan  Guardians  are  apprehensive  of  the  L.G  B.  At 
their  last  meeting  the  dispensary  cfticer  was  called  on  to- 
explain  why  he  ordered  from  a  local  chemist  some  drugs 
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which  appeared  on  the  contractor's  list.  The  doctor  said  it 
was  much  more  economical  to  get  an  occasional  thing  from 
the  man  on  the  spot  than  lay  in  a  stock  of  drugs  which 
might  not  keep,  and,  besides,  if  he  wanted  an  article  at  once 
he  could  not  get  it  from  the  contractor. 

Dr.  O'Brien,  dispensary  officer  at  Clonaslee,  has  reported 
to  the  Mountmellick  Guardians,  at  the  request  of  the  L.G.B., 
that  the  unofficial  drugs  he  used  were  ung.  hydrarg.  ox.  flav., 
for  eye-diseases  ;  Fellows's  syrup,  of  which  he  gave  a  few 
drachms  with  8  oz.  of  water  as  a  tonic  for  children ;  and 
•syrup  of  tolu,  to  sweeten  cough-mixtures.  He  did  not  see 
anything  on  the  authorised  list  to  substitute  for  these  pre- 
parations. The  Chairman  of  the  Board  thinks  it  extraordi- 
nary that  the  L.G.B.  do  not  fellow  the  progress  of  medical 
science.  It  was  absurd  to  adhere  to  an  old  list  of  medicines 
compiled  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago.  If  these  extra  medi- 
cines were  wanted  in  an  urgent  case  the  patient  would  pro- 
bably have  been  dead  before  they  were  approved  of,  and  if 
the  Guardians  ordered  them  without  being  sanctioned  they 
would  be  surcharged. 

The  L.G.B.  want  to  know  why  the  Dungarvan  Guardians 
have  quashed  the  drug-contract  held  by  Mr.  Holland,  chemist, 
of  that  town.  The  Guardians  reply  that  Mr.  Holland  has  left 
the  country,  and  that  Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd,  Dublin,  have 
since  been  temporarily  supplying  the  medicines  at  contract- 
price.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Guardians,  the  Chairman 
said  the  contract  had  been  given  to  Mr.  Holland  to  ensure 
him  a  certain  means  of  livelihood. 

Personal. 

Mr.  Gilbert  J.  Davies,  2  Lower  Abbey  Street,  Dublin 
(late  of  Hamilton,  Long  &  Co.),  has  been  appointed  repre- 
sentative in  Ireland  for  Messrs.  Horner  &  Sons,  Mitre  Square, 
Aldgate,  E.C. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  Hens  of  news  in/cresting  to  the  trodi 
are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


A  Chemist's  Lantern-lecture. 

Mr.  Alexander  Scott,  chemist,  Callander,  entertained  the 
members  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Association, 
on  December  17,  with  an  exceedingly  interesting  lantern- 
lecture  descriptive  of  Highland  scenery  in  the  romantic  dis- 
trict between  Doune  and  Killin.  The  attendance  was  large, 
and  Mr.  Scott's  lecture  was  greatly  enjoyed.  Some  of  the 
slides  were  very  beautiful. 

The  Edinburgh  District  Chemists'  Golf  Club. 

Mr.  H.  D.  Alexander  has  been  elected  captain,  and  Mr. 
George  Robertson  vice-captain,  of  this  club  for  the  ensuing 
year.  Mr.  James  Stott  is  the  secretary,  Mr.  J.  G.  Bobb 
assistant-secretary,  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie  treasurer.  The 
honorary  president  is  Mr.  J.  L.  Ewing. 

Pharmacy  Acts  Amendment  Bill. 

At  the  close  of  the  evening  meeting  of  the  North  British 
'branch  on  January  19,  a  special  general  meeting  of  regis- 
tered chemists  and  pharmaceutical  students  will  be  held,  at 
which  Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  will  move  the  following  resolution : — 

That  this  meeting  of  registered  chemists  and  pharmaceutical 
students,  having  considered  the  Pharmacy  Acts  Amendment  Bill 
drafted  by  the  Council,  cordially  approves  of  the  same,  and 
especially  recognises  the  prudence  and  wisdom,  at  the  present 
time,  of  limiting  the  scope  of  the  Bill  to  urgent  and  non-con- 
tentious matters  relating  to  the  internal  organisation  and  con- 
solidation of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  meeting  further 
pledges  itself  to  use  every  legitimate  means  to  aid  the  Council  iu 
securing  its  speedy  enactment. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Branch  that  night  Mr.  David  Storrar 
is  to  read  a  paper  on  "  Pharmaceutical  Ethics." 


Personalities. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Boyd,  chemist's  assistant,  was  presented  by  his 
friends  in  Plantation  with  a  handsome  dressing-case  on  his 
leaving  that  district  last  week. 

Mr.  Eraser  McDiarmid,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  formerly  of 
London,  has  taken  charge  of  Messrs.  Anderson  &  Co.'spharma 
ceutical  laboratories,  Junction  Road,  Leith. 


tfrencb  IRewa. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.') 


The  Paeis  School  op  Pharmacy. — During  the  school 
year  1896-7  there  were  1,845  students  at  this  school,  against 
1,869  during  the]previous  year.  Of  these,  2A  were  foreign 
students,  including  two  ladies.  The  herbalist  candidates 
numbered  107,  being  an  increase  of  10  on  last  session,  and 
the  school  again  asked  for  the  suppression  of  this  corporation. 
The  diplomas  awarded  numbered  72  to  herbalists,  and  271  to 
pharmacists. 

Nicotine-poisoning  by  Vegetables  was  a  scare  started 
at  Cannes  last  week,  but  there  is  very  little  in  it.  The  theory 
was  that  persons  who  had  eaten  vegetables  grown  in  a  field 
in  which  the  previous  crop  had  been  tobacco- plants  were 
attacked  by  nicotine-poisoning.  Physicians  and  chemists 
have,  however,  explained,  first,  that  there  is  very  little 
nicotine  in  the  green  tobacco-plant ;  and,  secondly,  it  is  not 
a  substance  soluble  in  the  soil.  There  seems  no  doubt, 
however,  that  vegetables  grown  in  tobacco-fields  take  a 
somewhat  rank  taste.  The  physicians  are  of  opinion  that 
the  supposed  cases  of  poisoning  may  be  due  to  salts  of 
copper  or  under-cooked  vegetables. 

Chemistry  for  the  Working-classes. — Amongst  the 
interesting  organisations  in  Paris  for  the  benefit  of  the 
working-classes  may  be  mentioned  the  Societe  des  Labora- 
toires  Bourbouze,  which,  during  the  winter  months,  holds 
classes  of  practical  laboratory-work  every  Sunday  morning 
at  5  Rue  de  Jouy,  Paris.  The  classes  have  been  specially 
created  for  workpeople,  employes,  and  school-teachers. 
Chemical  analysis,  photography,  analysis  of  organic  matters, 
general  physics,  industrial  electricity,  optics  and  acoustics, 
form  the  programme  of  the  courses  this  winter.  No  fees  are 
charged  ;  students  merely  indicate  the  kind  of  work  likely  to 
be  useful  to  them  in  their  business,  and  they  are  set  to  work. 
The  only  stipulation  is  that  they  must  be  punctual,  and  they 
are  expected  to  hand  their  professor  every  Sunday  a  short 
treatise  of  their  work  of  the  previous  week.  Prizes  are 
awarded  to  the  best  students. 

The  Cure  of  Tuberculosis  has  been  taken  up  with 
much  interest  by  the  Paris  Hospital  authorities.  At  the 
Lariboisiere  Hospital  two  pavilions  containing  160  beds 
have  been  set  aside  for  tuberculosis  patients.  For  some 
time  past  this  class  of  patients  have  occupied  about  a  third 
of  the  beds  in  the  hospitals,  and  a  commission,  consisting  of 
leading  Paris  physicians,  which  has  been  studying  the 
subject  for  two  years  past,  has  advised  that  the  expectora- 
tions of  tuberculosis  patients  are  the  principal  cause  of 
propagation  of  the  malady.  At  the  suggestion  of  the 
Commission,  the  Paris  Assistance  jPublique  has  issued  a  card 
of  "Instructions  against  tuberculosis"  as  follows: — "(1) 
Tuberculosis  is  the  widest  spread  malady.  (2)  It  can  be 
avoided  ;  it  can  be  cured.  (3)  If  it  is  so  common  the  reason 
is  that  it  is  spread  by  the  expectorations  of  patients.  It 
can  be  avoided  by  attention  to  this  detail.  The  patient 
should  use  only  a  spittoon  or  his  handkerchief,  both  should 
be  sterilised  by  being  placed  five  minutes  in  boiling  water, 
&c."  As  a  supplement  to  this  the  use  of  Japanese  paper 
handkerchiefs,  and  their  destruction  by  fire  after  use,  is  also 
advocated.  There  are  annually  225,000  deaths  in  France  from 
this  cause  alone. 

Foreign  Medicaments  Sent  to  France. — It  is  generally 
known  that  the  importation  of  foreign  medicaments  and 
especially  of  secret  medicines  is,  in  principle,  prohibited  in 
France.  This  applies  especially  to  the  wholesale  importation 
of  medicine.  In  the  matter  of  small  supplies  to  private 
people  the  authorities  are  fairly  lenient,  though  they  give 
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sufficient  trouble  to  discourage  the  practice.  English  phar- 
macists having  clients  corning  to  France  who  wish  to  have 
medicine  supplied  direct  may  be  interested  in  the  following 
experience.  A  friend  in  London  recommended  me  to  take 
some  digestive  pills,  and  sent  a  box  to  Paris  by  parcels-post 
addressed  to  me.  A  few  days  later  I  received  an  advice 
from  the  Custom  House  at  the  Northern  Railway  Station 
here  that  a  parcel  of  medicaments  awaited  me,  and  -  that  I 
could  obtain  the  same  on  applying  at  the  station,  and  paying 
5  centimes  for  the  letter  of  advice.  The  next  morning  I 
called  ac  the  station,  and  after  the  usual  official  wait  I  was 
handed  a  printed  slip  as  follows:  "Notice  concerning  the 
importation  of  medicaments.  Compound  medicaments  being 
the  object  of  a  special  regulation  for  their  admission  into 
France,  kindly  return  me,  with  the  letter  of  advice,  an 
application,  on  paper  bearing  a  60  centime  (Government) 
stamp,  addressed  to  the  Director  of  Customs,  Paris,  to  whom 
I  will  hand  it  in  order  to  obtain  the  authorisation  to  import 
those  which  have  been  addressed  to  you.  It  is  important  to 
indicate  on  the  application  the  nature  of  the  medicaments 
and  their  value."  This  notice  bore  no  signature,  but  the 
"  me  "  in  question  I  took  to  be  the  Station  Master.  I  duly 
sent  my  sixpenny  application,  and  my  little  parcel  was 
delivered  a  couple  of  days  later,  and  a  payment  of  50  centimes 
claimed.  Of  course  to  a  stranger  these  formalities  would  be 
more  troublesome  than  they  are  to  a  resident,  but  it  is  difficult 
to  understand  who  benefits  from  all  this  red-tapeism. 


Bustralasian  IRews, 


Checking-  Advertising- abuse. —  A  Bill  to  prohibit 
the  defacement  of  private  buildings  with  advertise- 
ments has  been  introduced  into  the  Tasmanian  Parliament. 
The  Bill  makes  it  an  offence,  punishable  with  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  51.,  to  put  any  advertisement  on  any  public 
property  or  on  any  other  property  without  the  consent  of  the 
owner  or  occupier  thereof.  Anyone  can  be  prosecuted  whose 
name  appears  in  the  advertisement,  and  he  will  have  to 
prove  that  he  did  not  authorise  or  allow  the  advertisement 
to  be  affixed. 

The  New  Zealand  Tax  on  Commercial  Teavellees. 
— Mr.  Henry  P.  Thompson  (representing  S.  Maw,  Son,  & 
Thompson),  who  is  now  in  New  Zealand,  lately  addressed  a 
letter  on  this  subject  to  the  Premier  of  New  Zealand,  sug- 
gesting that,  if  an  alteration  in  the  poll-tax  on  travellers 
were  contemplated  it  should  be  made  in  favour  of  the 
mother  country,  so  that  any  agent  or  traveller  representing 
a  British  firm  should  be  admitted  free,  and  that  the  said 
tax  of  501.  should  remain  on  those  representing  houses  not 
resident  in  British  Dominions.  Mr.  Sedden,  the  Premier, 
replied,  thanking  Mr.  Thompson  for  his  suggestion,  but 
stating  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  pro- 
pose the  repeal  of  the  tax  altogether. 

The  New  Zealand  Kauri-fields.— Kauri-gum  is  not 
nearly  so  plentiful  in  the  Russell  district  of  New  Zealand  as 
it  was  some  years  ago,  and  the  low  prices  that  have  ruled  for 
the  past  three  years  have  led  many  able-bodied  diggers  to  look 
for  other  sources  of  employment.  This,  however,  has  not 
had  the  effect  of  advancing  prices,  because  there  has  been 
a  steady  immigration  of  Austrians,  who  have  taken  the 
places  of  the  departed  diggers.  The  Inspector  of  Factories 
©f  the  district  calls  attention  to  the  desirability  of  preserving 
the  gum-fields  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony  generally.  In 
years  past  gum-digging  has  given  employment  to  many 
working  men  during  periods  of  depression,  thereby  saving  the 
country  thousands  of  pounds  in  relief  works. 

The  Tasmanian  Goveenment  Analyst's  Repoet  for 
1896  calls  attention,  among  other  matters,  to  the  want  of 
proportion  in  the  Customs  duties  between  acetic  acid  and 
vinegar.  The  duty  on  vinegar  is  Is.  a  gallon  ;  on  acetic  acid 
2d.  to  9d.  a  pint,  according  to  strength.  One  gallon  of  the 
strongest  acid,  paying  6s.  duty,  makes  about  34  gallons  of 
saleable  vinegar,  representing  a  Customs  loss  of  28s.  The 
report  also  contains  some  curious  facts  collected  from  the 
Analyst's  official  experience  during  the  year.  Four  powders 
sold  by  an  unlicensed  medical  practitioner  and  labelled  as 
poison  were  found  to  be  simply  powdered  sugar.    They  were 


prescribed  as  an  eye-remedy.  Three  samples  of  a  liquid 
known  as  "amygdaline,  imported  for  use  in  soap-making,'' 
were  examined.  They  consisted  of  turpentine  and  oil  of 
mirbane.  Some  difficulty  has  been  caused  by  the  vagueness 
of  the  tariff  as  regards  "black  oil,  unrefined,"  a  term  which 
in  other  colonies  appears  to  be  applied  to  unrefined  shale  oil, 
whereas  in  Tasmania  it  is  interpreted  to  mean  black  whale 
oil. 


Soutb  Hftican  Wicws. 

(From  our  Correspondents.) 


Colonial  Phaemacy  Boaed. — The  undermentioned 
pharmacists  have  been  elected  members  of  the  Colonial 
Pharmacy  Board  : — Mr.  W.  H.  Helmore  (of  Kimberley),  Mr. 
W.  F.  H.  Pocock,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  C.  Thomas,  both  of  Cape 
Town.  The  Government  nominees  are  : — Mr.  Alex.  Cleghorn 
and  Mr.  Albert  Walsh. 

The  Colonial  Medical  Council. — The  following  are 
the  newly  elected  members  of  the  Colonial  Medical  Board  : — • 
Drs.  John  Hewat,  W.  C.  Scholtz,  G.  B.  Silke,  and  J.  H. 
Meiring  Beck.  The  Government  nominees  are  Drs.  George 
Turner,  A.  H.  Petersen,  and  J.  B.  S.  Greathead.  Mr.  Frank 
Strickland,  L.D.S.,  is  the  dental  member  of  the  Board. 

Vi-Cocoa  in  South  Africa.— Dr.  Tibbies'  Vi- Cocoa 
Company  (Limited)  now  have  a  South  African  depot  of  their 
own  in  Cape  Town  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Elliott, 
who  arrived  a  few  months  ago.  Vi-Cocoa  has  been  firmly 
planted  in  nearly  every  South  African  town,  and  one  of  the 
company's  salesmen  leaves  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  on  a 
business  tour  for  Rhodesia  and  Mashonaland. 

Foeeign  and  Beitish  Feeights. — American  and 
French  exporters  to  Cape  Colony  gain  a  decided  advantage 
over  the  Britisher  in  the  matter  of  freight.  The  New  York 
agents  for  the  Union  Clan  Line  quote  405.  per  ton  of 
2,240  lbs.,  or  40  cubic  feet,  on  drugs  and  druggists'  sundries 
to  Cape  Town.  The  French  Line  "  Chargeurs  Rcunis  "  quote 
32s.,  EDglish  weight  or  measurement,  from  Havre  to  Cape 
Town,  and  40.?.  from  London.  The  lowest  English  quotation 
is  42s.  6d.  by  the  Bucknall  boats,  while  the  Union  and  Currie 
Companies'  freights  are  47s.  6d.  and  45s.  by  mail  and  inter- 
mediate vessels  respectively. 

The  Transvaal  Bottle-duty. — The  Rand  chemists  are 
still  troubled  about  the  new  Customs-duty  on  bottles.  Mr. 
Kruger's  Government  have  given  a  concession  to  Messrs. 
Lewis  &  Marks  for  the  manufacture'  of  bottles  (amongst 
other  things),  and  the  concessionaires  naturally  look  to  their 
Pretoria  friends-in-office  to  help  them  with  a  stiff  bottle- 
duty.  So  it  has  been  decreed  that,  after  January  1,  only 
bottles  of  |--pint  size,  or  less,  shall  be  duty-free.  All  the 
Rand  chemists  have  petitionee!  the  Government  to  make  it 
ij-pint.  The  executive  are  considering  that  request,  but 
up  to  the  time  of  writing  no  decision  has  been  arrived  at. 

A  Doctor  Wins. — The  Chief  Justice  of  Cape  Colony  has 
given  judgment  on  appeal  from  a  decision  of  the  Circuit  Court 
of  Aliwal  North,  in  a  case  in  which  Dr.  Carter,  medical  officer 
of  health  for  Aliwal  North,  sought  to  recover  138Z.  Is  6d. 
from  the  Municipality  of  Aliwal  North  for  professional 
services  rendered.  In  the  first  instance  the  Court  dismissed 
Dr.  Carter's  claim.  That  judgment  was  now  set  aside,  the 
Chief  Justice  finding  that,  although  the  amount  claimed 
was  a  very  large  one  for  the  nature  of  the  services  rendered, 
yet  there  was  a  contract  between  the  plaintiff  and  the 
defendants,  under  which  Dr.  Carter  was  entitled  to  charge 
this  amount,  as  he  had  done  for  special  work — viz.,  house-to- 
house  inspection. 

"  Pic-nic"  Condensed  Milk. — The  Government  recently 
prosecuted  a  Capetown  storekeeper  for  selling  condensed 
milk  of  this  brand,  which  was  not  according  to  the  analysis, 
genuine,  or  contained  all  its  original  fat.  A  representative 
of  the  proprietors  has  had  the  milk  analysed  independently 
by  Mr.  C.  F.  Juritz,  M.A.,  senior  analyst  to  the  Government, 
Dr.  R.  Marloth,  M.A.,  and  Professor  Hahn,  who  pronounced 
it  genuine,  and  containing  the  full  amount  of  cream.  The 
representative  is  in  communication  with  the  Government 
with  a  view  to  furnishing  new  samples  from  various  parts  of 
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the  colony  for  analysis.  He  promises  to  hand  over  100Z. 
to  any  local  charity  if  the  tests  are  not  satisfactory  in  every 

case. 

Johannesburg  Business  is  Bad. — Business  on  the 
Rand  keeps  very  bad.  Dispensing  and  the  consumption  of 
medicines  generally  goes  on  much  as  usual,  but  the  per- 
fumery and  fancy-article  trade  is  "  pelele,"  as  the  Kaffirs 
sa,y — i.e. ,  "  finished."  There  are  no  more  "  stock-brokers  " 
standing  barmaids  big  bottles  of  perfume,  &c.  Three 
chemists  having  been  sold  up  by  the  Sheriff  during  the  last 
th;ee  or  four  months,  a  big  firm  are  just  going  insolvent,  and 
another  one  is  known  to  be  on  his  last  legs.  Yet,  in  spite  of 
these,  two  new  shops — "  swell  "  ones,  too — have  been  started, 
one  by  Mr.  Lewis,  the  quadruple  medallist  (of  Muter's),  and 
another  by  Taylor  &  Co.,  from  Ladismith,  Natal.  The  two 
last-named  complete  the  half-dozen  of  pharmacies  within  a 
stone's  throw  of  eaoh  other,  the  others  being  Turner,  Lennon, 
Rohrssen,  and  Piudon. 

The  New  Phabmaceutical  Society. — A  further 
meeting  of  chemists  was  held  at  the  Y.M.C.A.  Building, 
Cape  Town,  on  November  25,  to  found  a  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  elect  office-bearers  for  1898.  The  name  of  the 
Society  has  been  altered  to  that  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Cape  Colony.  The  prospects  of  the  Society  are 
considered  very  good.  Several  associations,  all  having 
practically  the  same  ends  in  view,  have  been  started  from 
time  to  time,  but,  owing  to  want  of  esprit  de  corps  among 
Cope  chemists  generally,  these  associations  met  an  untimely 
end.  But  now  things  are  different,  partly  owing  to  the 
rails  started  by  the  Food  and  Drug  Inspector.  The  public 
are  demanding  a  better  education  of  the  colonial  chemist, 
•who  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  times,  and  does  not  now,  it 
is  thought,  hold  the  same  comparative  position  as  he  did  a 
decade  ago.  Both  Mr.  Pocock,  the  President,  and  Mr.  Fick,  the 
Secretary,  of  the  new  Society,  recognise  this,  and  advantages 
are  to  be  offered  to  unqualified  men  who  will  interest  them- 
selves in  lectures,  readings,  ice. 


Colonial  ano  foreign  IRews. 


Chemist-Speak  EE. — Dr.  August  Clemm,  managing 
director  of  the  Badische  Anilin  und  Soda  Fabrik  at  Ludwigs- 
hafen,  has  been  elected  President  of  the  Bavarian  Chamber 
of  Deputies. 

English  Sundeies  in  Austealia. — Messrs.  J.  C. 
Langley  &  Co  ,  of  456  Collins  Street,  Melbourne,  are  now 
showing  a  complete  series  of  Messrs.  Ayrton  <fc  Saunders' 
special  goods,  and  as  they  hold  a  full  line  of  these,  they  are 
able  to  supply  from  stock. 

Lowee  Duties  in  Beazii.— The  Board  of  Trade  have 
received  through  the  Foreign  Office  a  telegram  from  Her 
Majesty's  Minister  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  stating  that  a  revised 
Customs-lariff  for  Brazil  is  about  to  be  published,  and  that 
it  comes  into  force  on  January  1.  Important  changes  are 
said  to  be  made  by  this  tariff,  mostly  in  the  way  of  reduc- 
tions of  duty. 

A  New  Yoek  Perfume  Fire —The  five-storey  building  at 
143  Duane  Street.  New  York,  occupied  by  Rice  Brothers  &, 
Tiffany,  manufacturers  of  Young's  perfumery,  was  destroyed 
by  fire  the  otker  day.  The  fire  originated  on  the  third  floor, 
where  large  quantities  of  essential  oils  and  alcohol  were 
stored.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  caused  by  spontaneous 
combustion.  The  damage  to  the  property  and  stock  is  esti- 
mated to  be  #15,000  on  the  building  and  #45,000  on  stock. 

The  Ohio  Raid  on  Patent  Medicines.— The  case 
brought  agaiust  the  proprietors  of  several  patent  medicines 
for  selling  poisons  in  these  medicines  without  labelling  them 
11  Poison  "  came  on  in  Cincinnati  three  weeks  ago.  The  first 
of  the  actions  taken  was  against  W.  L.  Milner,  of  Toledo, 
for  sale  of  Birney's  catarrh-cure,  alleged  to  contain 
cocaine.  The  defendant  pleaded  guilty,  and  was  fined  #25. 
The  other  cases  were  postponed. 

Vanilla  and  Vanillin. — M.  Auguste  Isaac  has  brought 
in  a  Bill  in  the  French  Chamber  of  Deputies  for  placing  a 
duty  of  208f.  per  kilo,  on  vanillin.    This  he  considers  pro- 


portionate to  the  present  Customs  duty  on  vanilla-beans. 
The  Bill  further  provides  that  all  dealers  who  sell  vanillin, 
or  goods  in  the  preparation  of  which  vanillin  is  used,  shall 
indicate  the  fact  clearly  upon  a  label  affixed  to  the  goods. 
The  avowed  object  of  the  Bill  is  the  protection  of  the  French 
colonial  vanilla  industry.  Incidentally,  M.  Isaac  would 
probably  be  pleased  to  put  a  spoke  in  the  wheel  of  the 
German  vanillin-makers  who  sell  their  goods  in  France.  The 
Bill  has  been  referred  to  the  Permanent  Parliamentary 
Committee  for  Customs. 

The  Deug-teade  in  Uruguay—  Half  the  population  of 
the  South  American  Republic  of  Uruguay  are  Italians. 
Most  of  the  drugs  are  imported  from  France,  Then  follow 
Germany  and  Britain,  while  Italy  takes  fourth  rank.  France 
is  first  in  perfumery,  Britain  supplies  all  the  varnish  and 
soda,  Germany  and  France  corks,  and  Belgium  most  of  the 
bottles.  At  least  one  half  of  the  sheep-dip  comes  from 
Britain. 

An  Acetylene-exhibition. — The  first  special  exhibi- 
tion of  matters  relating  to  the  acetylene  industry  will  be 
opened  at  Berlin  in  April  next,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
German  Society  for  Acetylene  and  Carbide.  The  President 
of  this  society  is  Herr  Bork.  director  of  the  Prussian  State 
railways,  who  has  introduced  acetylene-lighting  on  pas- 
senger-trains upon  the  lines  under  his  control.  Several 
contributions  in  the  shape  of  exhibits  and  of  papers  to  be 
read  at  the  Congress  that  will  take  place  in  connection  with 
the  exhibition  have  already  been  promised  from  Germany 
and  abroad. 

The  Manufacture  of  Saccharin. — A  patent  (No. 
94,948)  has  been  granted  in  Germany  to  the  Society  Chimique 
des  Usines  du  Rhone,  of  Lyons,  for  the  manufacture  of 
saccharin  by  the  following  process  : — o-sulphobenzaldehyde 
is  first  heated  in  an  autoclave  with  phosphorpentachloride, 
the  resulting  chloride  (m.p.  114°  C.)  being  again  heated 
similarly  with  ammonia.  The  chloride  may  be  regarded  (ac- 
cording to  analysis  and  chemical  behaviour)  as  a  compound 
of  the  formula  C,,H4.CHCl.SO.,0,  In  the  process  of  treatment 
the  chloride  is  converted  into  its  amide,  C6H4  CH  (NH2).S020, 
which,  in  its  turn,  is  converted  into  saccharin  by 
atmospheric  oxygen  thus  :— C„H,  CH(NH2).SO„0  +  O 
=  C6H4.CO.S02NH  +  H20. 

Cheap  Quinine  in  India. — A  writer  in  the  Scotsman 
who  has  spent  some  years  in  India,  traces  the  history  of  the 
manufacture  of  quinine  in  that  country  by  the  Government. 
Most  of  the  information  contained  in  the  letter  has  been 
traversed  in  this  journal  from  time  to  time.  He  describes 
how  the  farthing  packets  of  quinine  are  prepared  by  the 
million  in  the  great  gaol  at  Alipore.  In  huge  piles  on  great 
tables  in  the  cells,  tower  some  two  thousand  pounds  weight 
of  the  sulphate,  which  is  rapidly  weighed  out  in  5  gr.,  and 
placed  on  the  open  papers,  the  outside  of  which  is  printed  in 
the  vernacular  languages  of  the  various  provinces,  giving 
directions  for  use.  By  deft  hands  these  papers  are  closed, 
by  a  third  set  they  are  packed,  and  by  a  fourth  the  boxes  are 
despatched  to  every  post-office  over  a  land  half  the  size  of 
Europe,  where  they  are  sold  to  the  native  for  a  farthing  or 
pice. 

Contraband  Phenacetin  and  Musc  Baur. — The  United 
States  Marshal,  having  seized  a  quantity  of  phenacetin  and 
other  drugs  smuggled  into  the  States  from  Canada,  has 
advertised  that  he  will  sell  these  goods  by  public  auction. 
The  questions  naturally  arise  whether  the  American  Govern- 
ment, which  forbids  private  citizens  to  sell  phenacetin  other 
than  that|  patented  in  the  United  States — viz.,  Bayer's — has 
any  right  to  sell  such  other  phenacetin  itself  ;  and,  further, 
whether  persons  who  buy  the  contraband  stuff  at  the  Govern- 
ment sale  acquire  ipso  facto  immunity  from  prosecution  by 
the  American  patentees  of  Bayer's  make.  A  somewhat 
similar  case  arose  recently  with  regard  to  a  contraband 
parcel  of  artificial  musk  which  was  imported  in  infringement 
of  the  rights  of  the  Musc  Baur  patentees.  The  Court  then 
held  that  the  Government  sale  did  not  carry  with  it  any 
licence  to  the  buyers  of  the  article  or  relieve  them  of  any 
liability  to  the  patentee,  but  that  the  patentee  should  have 
protested  against  the  sale  by  the  United  States  Marshal.  It 
is  understood  that  the  rolders  of  the  phenacetin  patents  will 
enter  protest  against  the  phenacetin  sale  by  Government. 
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Xegal  IReports. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

The  Nitkous  Ethee  Evaporated. 

'The  Chemists'  Co-operative  Society  (Limited),  of  Marsham 
Street,  Westminster,  were  summoned  by  the  local  authority 
.at  the  Westminster  Police  Court,  on  December  21,  for  selling 
sweet  spirit  of  nitre  which  the  analyst  certified  was 
deficient  to  the  extent  of  one-sixth  of  nitrous  ether.  The 
•  defendant  company  pleaded  guilty.  Mr.  Gates,  who 
.prosecuted  for  the  Vestry,  said  he  did  not  suggest  adultera- 
tion ;  the  spirit  had  been  kept  in  stock  for  too  long  a  time, 
it  was  more  a  case  of  neglect  and  inattention.  Mr.  Sheil: 
.  And  evaporation.  His  Worship  imposed  a  penalty  of  20s., 
with  12s.  6d.  costs. 


Tincture  op  Rhubarb  Two  Years  Old. 

At  Market  Harborough  Petty  Sessions  on  December  21, 
William  B.  Clerk,  chemist,  Husband's  Bosworth,  was  sum- 
moned for  selling  tincture  of  rhubarb  which  the  public 
analyst  reported  on  as  follows  :  Extractive  matters,  4  66 ;  proof 
spirit,  66;  water,  29  84 — therefore  deficient  in  proof  spirit 
"to  the  amount  of  24  per  cent,  as  compared  with  tincture  of 
■rhubarb  prepared  according:  to  the  B.P.,  which  specified  that 
ut  should  contain  at  least  90  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit. 

Mr.  Jefferies,  who  appeared  for  the  defence,  said  he  did 

■  not  question  the  analysis,  because  Messrs.  Richardson,  of 
Leicester,  who  had  supplied  the  article  to  defendant,  had 
also  analysed  one  of  the  samples  made  by  the  police-super- 
intendent, and  he  exactly  agreed  with  it.  The  article  v,  as 
.purchased  from  Messrs.  Richardson  about  two  years  ago,  and 
was  kept  in  a  bottle  with  a  cork  stopper,  and  he  contended 
that  the  spirit  had  been  lost  by  evaporation  during  the 
period  mentioned.  The  defendant  sold  the  article  in  exactly 
the  same  state  as  he  received  it,  and  he  submitted  that  he 
was  not  liable  unless  it  was  for  a  technical  offence.  After 

■  defendant  had  given  evidence  to  prove  that  he  had  not 
tampered  with  the  article,  Mr.  Lewis  Ough,  F.C.S.,  a  phar- 
maceutical chemist,  said  he  was  manager  to  Messrs.  Richard- 
son, and  his  analysis  agreed  with  that  of  the  analyst.  The 

•  tincture  was  made  strictly  according  to  the  B.P.  under  his 
supervision  in  1895.  He  maintained  that  the  medicinal 
virtues  were  not  affected  by  the  deficiency  of  spirit.  The 
vendors  did  not  hold  themselves  responsible,  in  the  event  of 
any  deterioration,  after  such  a  lapse  of  time.  It  was  a 
fundamental  principle  that  the  spirit  would  evaporate. 
When  the  article  was  supplied,  it  would  have  contained 
about  95  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit.  It  was  quite  possible  that 
it  would  depreciate  from  95  to  64  per  cent.  The  Bench  said 
they  did  not  think  the  defendant  had  acted  fraudulently,  but 
a  technical  offence  had  been  committed,  and  the  defendant 
would  be  fined  11.,  including  costs. 


Tincture  of  Rhubarb. 

A  policeman  bought  6  oz.  of  tincture  of  rhubarb  at  the 
Enderby  Co-operative  Stores  (Leicestershire).  The  daughter 
of  the  manager  served  him,  taking  about  three  parts  of  the 
tincture  from  one  bottle,  and  opening  a  new  bottle  to  make 
up  the  quantity.  He  paid  2,?.  for  it.  Thomas  Young,  the 
manager,  was  summoned  on  December  22  on  the  certificate 
of  the  county  analyst,  Dr.  Bernard  Dyer,  as  follows  : — "  I  am 
of  opinion  that  the  sample  contained  the  parts  as  under  : — 
Extracted  matters,  5  38  per  cent. ;  proof  spirit,  72 ;  water, 
'  22-6 — and  it  was,  therefore,  deficient  of  proof  spirit  to  the 
extent  of  18  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  tincture  of  rhubarb 
properly  made  according  to  the  directions  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia,  which  should  contain  at  least  90  per  cent,  of 
proof  spirit.  It  was  also  deficient  in  saffron."  Mr.  Simpson, 
'for  the  defence,  said  the  object  of  the  spirit  in  the  tincture 
of  rhubarb  was  simply  to  preserve  it  from  decomposition. 
It  was  not  a  case  similar  to  the  adulteration  of  whisky, 
because  in  whisky  the  spirit  was  the  essence  of  the  beverage, 
and  if  there  was  a  deficiency  in  the  spirit  the  purchaser  was 
cheated  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word.  If  there  had 
been  a  contravention  of  the  Act  it  was  a  purely  technical  one, 
and  one  that  did  not  in  fact  prejudicially  affect  the  purchaser.  I 


This  particular  spirit  was  obtained  from  the  headquarters  of 
the  Co-operative  Societies  of  the  kingdom  on  June  3,  and 
since  then  the  bottle  had  been  opened  a  number  of  times, 
and  it  was  due  to  this  that  part  of  the  spirit  had  evaporated. 
The  deficiency  of  spirit  did  not  lessen  the  efficacy  of  the 
tincture,  but  care  would  be  taken  in  future  that  the  evapora- 
tion did  not  occur.  Henry  Biggs,  secretary  to  the  Enderby 
Co-operative  Society,  said  he  received  three  1-lb.  bottles  of 
tincture  of  rhubarb  from  the  head-office  on  June  3.  The 
sale  was  so  small  that  they  had  thought  of  discontinuing  to 
sell  it  altogether.  The  Bench  thought  the  theory  of  evapora- 
tion was  correct,  and  suggested  that  a  glass-stoppered  bottle 
should  be  used  in  future.  They  ordered  the  defendant  to 
pay  the  costs. 


COUNTY  COURT  CASES. 

Fitting  a  Chemist's  Shop. 

In  the  Westminster  County  Court,  on  December  20,  Mr. 
Saunders,  a  shop-fitter,  of  Horseferry  Road,  Westminster, 
sued  a  Mr.  White  for  13/.,  for  fittings  supplied  to  a  chemist's 
shop  at  Pimlico  Road.  The  plaintiff  said  the  defendant 
gave  the  order  for  the  work ;  but  upon  being  applied  to  for 
payment  he  disputed  his  liability  on  the  ground  that  he 
was  acting  as  agent  for  a  third  party.  The  defendant  said 
when  he  gave  the  order  for  the  work  he  intended  the 
plaintiff  to  understand  that  he  was  doing  it  for  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  place,  und  it  was  upon  that  ground  that  he 
disputed  his  liability.  His  Honour  said  he  was  satisfied 
that  the  plaintiff  was  induced  to  look  to  the  defendant  for 
payment,  therefore  judgment  would  be  for  the  plaintiff 
with  costs. 


SPIRIT-LICENCE  DOES  NOT  COYER 
METHYLATED  SPIRIT. 

Richard  Parsons,  chemist,  Shepshed,  was  charged  at  the 
Loughborough  petty  sessions  on  December  22,  with  selling 
methylated  spirit  without  a  licence.  It  appeared  from  the 
evidence  that  he  sold  threepennyworth  to  a  man  sent  by  the 
Excise  officer,  who  said  he  had  received  complaints  of 
defendant  selling  methylated  spirits  in  small  quantities,  and 
he  cautioned  him  about  it.  Mr.  Parsons  held  a  licence  to 
sell  spirits  in  bottles,  and  said  he  thought  his  spirit-licence 
covered  the  sale  of  methylated  spirit.  He  had  since  taken 
out  a  licence.    The  Bench  fined  the  defendant  21.  and  costs. 


bankruptcies  ant>  failures. 


Be  John  Snowdon,  of  Mechanics'  Yard,  Darlington,  for- 
merly Chemist  and  Druggist,  Skinnergate,  Darlington. 

This  debtor  applied  for  his  discharge  at  the  Stockton 
County  Court  on  December  21.  The  Official  Receiver  re- 
ported that  the  bankrupt  failed  in  July,  1896,  with  liabilities 
estimated  at  155/.  15s.  Id.,  but  proofs  to  the  amount  of 
122/.  3s.  6d.  only  were  admitted.  His  assets  were  estimated 
at  19/.  12s.,  but  produced  23/.  5s ,  and  after  allowing  for  pre- 
ferential claims  and  costs  there  was  no  surplus  available  for 
dividend  amongst  the  unsecured  creditors.  The  bankrupt 
commenced  business  in  York  in  1885,  as  a  chemist  and 
druggist,  with  a  capital  of  75/.  In  1889  he  removed  to  Dar- 
lington and  commenced  business  there,  and  carried  on  that 
business  for  about  eighteen  months,  when  he  sold  the  stock 
and  fixtures  privately  for  40/.  He  started  business  again  in 
Darlington  in  1892,  and  carried  it  on  until  he  filed  his  peti- 
tion. He  attributed  his  insolvency  to  bad  trade.  The 
Official  Receiver  stated  that  the  bankrupt  had  traded  when 
he  knew  he  was  insolvent,  and  that  he  bad  not  satisfactorily 
accounted  for  his  deficiency.  He  was  tow  employed  as  a 
chemist's  assistant  in  a  shop  at  Yarm.  His  Honour  granted 
the  bankrupt  his  discharge,  but  suspended  it  for  three  and  a 
half  years. 


He  H.  C.  W.  Baker  (trading  a  s  W.  V.  Bobinson  &  Co.) 
29  Mincing  Lane,  E.C.,  Chemical  Agent  and  Merchant. 

Under  the  failure  of  this  debtor  the  first  meeting  of 
creditors  was  held  on  Thursday,  at  the  London  Bankruptcy 
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Court  before  Mr.  E.  Leadam  Hough,  Official  Receiver.  The 
receiving  order  was  made  on  the  petition  of  Messrs.  F.  C. 
Devon  &  Co,  and  the  debtor  has  not  surrendered  under  the 
proceedings.  The  Chairman  called  over  the  following  proofs 
that  had  been  tendered,  viz. :  — 


£ 

d. 
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1,684 

5 

7 

Clifford  Christopherson  A"  Co.  ... 

269 

8 

8 

Crook,  W.  J  

...  251 

2 

2 

Devon,  F.  C.  &  Co  

...  199 

1 

6 

Domeier  &  Co. 

...  200 

10 

6 

Ellam,  Jones  &  Co.  (Limited)  ... 

24 

19 

11 

Harrison,  \V.  &,  Co.        ...  ... 

9 

3 

6 

Lewis  &  Peat 

94 

12 

0 

Lorenz,  Hugo 

...  Ill 

17 

3 

Lowenthal,  P.  A.  ... 

51 

15 

0 

Mangold  &  Co  

...  119 

10 

8 

May  &  Baker  (Limited)  

...  312 

3 

5 

Morrison,  R.,  &  Co. 

...  229 

4 

11 

Pickering,  A.  S.  ... 

...  115 

13 

8 

Shirley,  J.  &  H.  B  

68 

8 

4 

In  commenting  upon  the  case,  the  Chairman  reported  that 
the  debtor  had  neither  attended  nor  filed  any  accounts.  In 
the  first  instance,  an  interim  receiving-order  was  made 
directing  the  Official  Receiver  to  take  possession  of  certain 
property,  and  ultimately  the  order  was  made  absolute,  and 
the  debtor  was  adjudicated  a  bankrupt.  Mr.  Slimmer,  who 
had  acted  as  the  debtor's  clerk,  had  afforded  some  informa- 
tion, from  which  it  appeared  that  he  had  not  seen  the  debtor 
since  November  9.  There  was  301Z.  at  the  London  and 
Joint  Stock  Bank,  held  against  bills  for  450/.,  and  about  60/. 
in  the  Mines  and  Banking  Corporation.  Then  there  was 
office-furniture,  safe  book-debts  for  250Z.,  stock  at  various 
places  56/.,  and  further  stock  to  the  value  of  30/.  belonging 
to  the  British  Chemical  Company  (Limited),  of  Glasgow. 
In  addition,  there  were  certain  life-policies,  share  certi- 
ficates and  bids  of  exchange.  The  Inspector  had  attended 
at  the  debtor's  residence  at  6  Morella  Road,  Wandsworth 
Common.  He  there  saw  a  caretaker,  but  could  not  ascertain 
anything  as  to  the  debtor's  whereabouts.  There  was  house- 
hold furniture  60/.  to  80/,  and  some  silver-plated  and  other 
articles  had  been  deposited  with  a  neighbour  for  safe  keeping 
by  the  debtor's  wife.  The  rent  of  the  offices  at  29  Mincing 
Lane  was  65/.  a  year,  and  was  paid  up  to  last  September.  At 
the  London  Docks  there  were  two  barrels  of  bicarbonate  of 
soda,  and  at  the  Hermitage  Wharf  there  were  a  barrel  of 
salacetos  and  some  sulphate  of  zinc.  He  (Chairman)  had 
given  notice  to  protect  those  various  assets.  The  business  of 
the  meeting  was  to  appoint  a  trustee  and  committee  of 
inspection.  In  reply  to  a  creditor,  the  Chairman  said 
if  any  evidence  were  forthcoming  to  justify  a 
prosecution  being  instituted  he  would  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  obtain  a  public  prosecution  by  the  Trea- 
sury. The  public  examination  of  the  debtor  was  appointed 
for  a  certain  date,  and  if  he  did  not  attend  thereunder  a 
warrant  would  be  issued  for  his  arrest.  He  had  called  the 
meeting  at  the  earliest  date,  in  order  that  a  trustee  might  be 
put  into  possession  of  the  estate  and  get  to  work  as  soon  as 
possible.  A  resolution,  proposed  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Crook,  was 
unanimously  passed  for  Mr.  Henry  Garman,  chartered 
accountant,  16  Philpot  Lane,  E.C.,  to  act  as  trustee  and 
administer  the  estate  in  bankruptcy,  assisted  by  the  follow- 
ing committee  of  inspectors — viz  ,  Mr.  Clifford  Christopher- 
son,  Mr.  W.  J.  Crook,  and  Mr.  F.  C.  Devon  (Devon  &  Co.). 


<3a«ette. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Butzbaeh,  I.,  and  Monoroff,  H.,  under  the  style  of  Monoroff  & 
Butzbaeh,  Hark  Lane,  B.C.,  importers  of  Russian  produce.! 

Cooper,  G.  T.,  an.f  Hesketh,  W.,  under  the  style  of  Mark  Cooper, 
Church",  Lancashire,  manufacturing  chemists,  dry*  alters,  and  oil- 
merchants. 

Pugh,  B.  W.,  and  Pugll,  F.  H.  E.  Ft.,  under  the  style  of  A.  Riddle  & 
Co.,  Commercial  Street,  E ,  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  lime-juice. 

Turner,  P.,  and  Kemble,  F.  G.,  under  the  style  of  Turner  &  Kemble. 
Adam  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  medical  agents  and  accountants. 


THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 
Receiving  Order. 
Wall,  Oscar,  Manchester, ^chemist. 

Adjudication. 
Sail,  Ernest  William  Henry,  Southsca,  surgecn. 


Failtjres'of  Chemists}  in  1897. 

The  total  number  of  gazetted  failures  in  the  United  Kingdom 
(according  to  Kemji's  Mercantile  Gazette)  was  5,001.  This  shows 
a  gradual  improvement  since  1893  as  follows  :— 1893,  5,922 ;  1894. 
5,774  ;  1895,  5,331 ;  1896,  5,166  ;  1897,  5,C01.  Chemists  and  drug- 
gists have  failed  during  those  years  as  follows :— 1893,  99  ;  1894., 
82  ;  1895,  64  ;  1896,  76  ;  1897,  77.' 


H)eefc0  of  Brrancement 


Fox,  Jane  (widow),  [Old  Charlton,  chemist.  Trustee,  Walter  Peacock;. 
153  Sandringham  Road,  Dalston,  dentist.  Dated  December  13;  filed' 
December  16.  Secured  creditors,  21/. ;  liabilities  unsecured,  113/.  17s.  9d.;  i 
estimated  net  assets,  79/.    The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : —  J 


&  s  d. 

Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis,  London                             33  0,  0 

Idris  &,  Co.  (Limited),  London                                   44  0  0 

Smith,  R.  T.,  Plumstead                                           12  0  0 


Smith,  Bernard  Ernest,  45  Percy  Park,  Tynemouth,  late  inspector] 
,v.v;  of  alkali-works.    Tiustee,  John  Hopkins,  38  Grainger  Street  "West,! 
Neweastle-on-Tyne,  solicitor's  clerk.    Dated  December  17;  filed  De-J 
cember  24.    Unsecured  liabilities,  277/.  12s.  Sid. ;  estimated  net  assets, 
350/.   The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors : — 


&  s.  d. 

Farnon,  John,  Newcastle    16  0  0 

Lamb,  J.  C,  Tynemouth    19  0  0 

Moore,  C.  H..  Tynemouth    12  0  0 

Turner,  Solomon,  Newcastle  ..        ..        ..        ..       95  0  0 

Wright,  H.  B.,  Seaham  Harbour    50  0  0 


Wilkinson,  James,  139  Longford  Street,  Warrington,  ginger-beer  and 
mineral-water  manufacturer.  Trustee,  Joseph  Sharrocks,  69  Great . 
Cheetham  Street,  Broughton,  Manchester, soda-water  engineer.  Dated 
December  16 ;  filed  December  23.  Secured  creditors,  71. 10s. ;  liabilities 
unsecured,  194/.  4s.  Id.  ;  estimated  net  assets,  187/.  Deed  of  arrange- 
ment with  a  view  to  payment  of  creditors  in  full  by  four  equal  instal— ] 
ments  of  5s.  each  on  June  24  and  September  28,  1898,  and  June  24  and! 

i^t  September  28,  1899,  secured  by  an  assignment.   The  following  are] 


™  scheduled  as  creditors  :— 

£  s.  d. 

Barron  &  Co.,  Mexborough   46  0  0 

Cheshire  Lines  Railway,  Liverpool   12  0  0 

~.  Duckworth  &  Co.,  Manchester    11  0  0 

Eagles,'-William,  Salford    42  0  0 

Foxon,  Robinson  &  Co.,  Sheffield   15  0  0 

Wilkinson,  Mrs., .Warrington   25  0  0 


We  have  received  from  Sir  Henry  Burdett,  K.C.B.,  the- 
following  first  list  of  chemists  from  whom  the  "  subscription- 
book  and  stamp-album"  and  hospital  stamps  may  be  ob- 
tained:— 

F.  H.  Moore,  38  Notting  Hill- Gate,  W.,  and  146  Regent's  Park: 
Road,  N.W. 

Matthews  &  Son,  opposite  Town  Hall,  Leyton. 

H.  Cryer,  506  Holloway  Road,  N. 

T.  T.  Nicholson,  125  Hampstead  Road,  N.W. 

J.  J.  Thomas,  99  High  Street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W. 

M.  E.  Foster,  50  Bishopsgate  Street  (  Within),  E.C. 

C.  Harding,  18  Exmouth  Street,  Clerkenwell,  W.C. 

F.  S.  Horsey,  2  Chichester  Street  and  12  James  Street,  West- 
bourne  Terrace,  W. 

P.  &  W.  Hucklebridge,  116  Ebury  Street,  S.W. 

A.  B.  Passmore,  89  Union  Road,  Newington  Causeway,  S.E. 

Abel  &  Co.,  108  Queen's  Road,  Bayswater,  W. 

W.  G.  Blackham,  675  Holloway  Road,  N.,  and  510  Hornsey 
Road,  N. 

Grayson  &  Co.,  93  Finshury  Pavement,  E.C. 

R.  Swire  &  Co.,  33  Edgware  Road,  W. 

R.  W.  Walden,  65  Elizabeth  Street,  Eaton  Square,  S.W. 

J.  G.  Shirley  &  Sons,  2  Westbourne  Grove,  W. 
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Graoe^flDarfcs  HppUeo  for. 

(From  the  "  Trade  Maries  Journal,"  December  1,  1897.) 

''Zoelia";  for  perfumery  (including  toilet  articles,  preparations 
for  the  teeth  and  hair,  and  perfumed  soap).  By  Headley 
Noah  Backhouse,  trading  as  Roberts  &  Co.,  and  also  trading 
as  Latour  et  Cie.,76  New  Bond  Street,  London,  and  5  Rue  de 
la  Paix,  Paris,  manufacturing  chemists. 

"  Evia,"  and  other  wording  on  square  label ;  for  a  toilet-prepara- 
tion (not  medicated).  By  Mary  Catherine  Liechtenstein, 
trading  as  Boss  &  Co.,  7  London  Road,  Twickenham,  manu- 
facturer.   207,530.    Essential  particular  :  word  "  Evia." 

"  Meton  "  ;  for  all  goods  included  in  Class  48.  By  D.  F.  John- 
stone, Abbotsford  Pharmacy,  High  Street,  Melrose,  N.B., 
chemist.  208,118. 

"  Ko'ax  "  ;  for  a  toilet-article,  being  a  preparation  for  the  skin. 
By  De  Neuville  &  Co.,  13  High  Street,  Woking,  Surrey, 
manufacturing  perfumers.  208,855. 

(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  December  8,  1897.) 

"Cantsol";  for  all  goods  included  in  Class  3,  but  not  including 
cough-lozenges  (medicated  for  human  use).  By  T.  H. 
Bodley,  15  Stafford  Street,  Liverpool,  commercial  traveller, 
J.  H.  Morrison,  7  Tudor  Street,  Liverpool,  chemist,  and  four 
other  applicants.  207,901. 

Facsimile  signature  of  applicants  and  other  wording  ;  for  an  em- 
brocation for  human  use.  By  T.  Walsh,  12  Nelson  Street, 
Limerick,  hotel-keeper  and  grocer.  208,201.  Essential  par- 
ticular, copy  of  written  signature. 

Initials  "  A.  L.  S."  in  three  stippled  circles,  connected  together  by 
square  links  ;  for  a  tooth-tincture  and  pain-obtundent,  being 
a  medicine  for  human  use.  By  Alice  Lee  Stringfield,  St. 
Cyres,  London  Road,  Lowestoft,  secretary.  208,413.  Essen- 
tial particular,  the  device. 

(From  the  "  Trade  Marls  Journal,"  December  15,  1897.) 

"Dagger";  for  arsenic,  specially  prepared  for  use  in  medicine 
and  pharmacy.  By  W.  Bevan  &  Co.,  Eagle  Chambers,  Swan- 
sea, chemical  manufacturers.  205,629. 

"  Chaiemendeb,"  or  "  Th'  owd  chair-bottomer,"  facsimile  signa- 
ture of  applicants,  and  device  on  label ;  for  a  compound  of 
medicinal  preparations  used  as  a  remedy  for  coughs,  colds, 
bronchitis,  &c,  for  human  use.  By  J.  T.  Smith  &  Son,  17 
Blackburn  Street,  Radcliffe,  Lanes.,  chemists  and  druggists. 
207,917. 

"  Salutaris,"  and  sketch  of  two  stills  ;  for  distilled  water  (aerated). 
By  the  "  Salutaris "  Water  Company,  The  Distillery,  236 
Fulham  Road,  London,  S.W.  206,536.' 

(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  December  22, 1897.) 

"  Uncle  Bobs  "  ;  for  medicinal  lotions  for  skin-diseases  (for 
human  use).  By  R.  Greenhalgh,  11  High  Street,  Blackburn, 
Lanes,  hairdresser.  208,215. 

Sketch  of  cat  drinking  from  medicine-bottle  ;  for  all  goods  in- 
cluded in  Class  3,  but  not  including  corn-salves  or  cures  for 
chilblains.  By  J.  C.  Glendinning,  35  Granby  Street,  Liver- 
pool, chemist  and  druggist.  208,462. 

"Genast";  for  a  medicinal  mixture  for  coughs  and  colds  (for 
human  use).  By  J.  Carter,  158  Walker  Street,  Hull,  marine 
engineer. 

Combination  of  devices  on  label ;  for  Spanish  port  wine  (medi- 
cated). By  Abraham  Abrahamson,  72  High  Street,  White- 
chapel,  London,  wine  and  spirit  merchant.  208,941.  Essen- 
tial particular  :  the  combination  of  devices. 

*'  Clovell  "  ;  for  medicine  for  human  use.  By  J.  H  Hailis,  130 
Storks  Road,  London,  S.E.,  herbalist.  209,078. 

"Burdande";  for  medicines  for  human  use.  By  J.  Thompson, 
109  King  Street,  Dukinfield,  Lanes,  wholesale  and  retail 
herbalist.  209,115. 

"  Boomebang,"  and  sketch  of  same  ;  for  chemical  substances  pre- 
pared for  use  in  medicine  and  pharmacy.  By  J.  Crosfield  & 
Sons  (Limited),  Bank  Quay,  Warrington,  soap-manufacturers. 
209,355. 

Facsimile  signature,  the  word  "  Riviera,"  &c.  ;  for  perfumery, 
toilet-articles,  perfumed  soap,  &c.  By  E.  Cook  &  Co.,  East 
London  Soap  Works,  Bow,  London,  E.,  soap-manufacturers. 
208,753.    Essential  particular  :  facsimile  signature. 

The  fourth  Brazilian  medical  congress  will  be  held  next 
June.  Various  questions  relating  to  the  diseases  peculiar  to 
Brazil,  to  sanitation,  climate,  epidemics,  &c,  will  be  discussed. 


IRovclties. 


PICTET'S  ETHYL  CHLORIDE. 

Messrs.  T.  Christy  &  Co.,  25  Lime  Street,  E.C.,  the  sole 
agents  for  Pictet's  ethyl  chlo- 
ride,  call  our  attention  to  a 
new  form  of  tube  in  which  the 
chloride  is  now  packed.  As 
will  be  seen  from  the  illus- 
tration, the  modification  en- 
ables the  tube  to  stand  up- 
right, and  by  the  introduction 
of  a  curved  glass  tube,  which 
terminates  in  the  nozzle,  the 
flow  of  the  liquid  can  be 
stopped  by  simply  holding  it 
upside  down.  The  tube  also 
effectually  prevents  blocking 
of  the  capillary  nozzle,  and 
does  not  in  the  least  obviate 
spraying  the  anesthetic  in 
any  direction.  The  tubes  are 
supplied  in  two  sizes,  one 
containing  30  grammes,  and 
the  other  50  grammes  of  the 
etbyl  chloride.  Messrs. 
Christy  also  stock  the  old- 
shaped  tubes,  and  the  still 
older  hermetically  sealed 
tubes.  Since  the  foregoing 
was  written  Messrs.  Christy 
have  shown  us  another  new  form  of  tube,  with  a  nozzle  at 
each  end,  one  for  a  very  fine  and  the  other  for  an  ordinary 
spray.    This  tube  is  provided  with  a  foot  like  a  wineglass. 

A  HANDY  PILL-COUNTER. 

Messrs.  Death  &  Harris,  engineers,  Leicester,  have  in 
troduced  a  useful  and  handy  pill-counter  which  is  equally 
good  for  counting  compressed  tablets,  pcrles,  and  the  like. 
The  counter  is  made  of  solid  mahogany,  with  a  false- 
bottom  of  polished  nickel  in  which  are  the  requisite  number 


of  holes.  The  one  which  we  have  examined  is  for  a  gross 
but  the  makers  can  produce  them  of  any  required  capacity. 
All  that  one  has  to  do  in  counting  is  to  dip  the  counter  in  a 
box  of  the  pills,  or  throw  a  handful  upon  the  counter.  A 
second  or  two  suffices  to  fill  all  the  holes,  the  superfluous 
pills  are  allowed  to  slide  off,  then  the  lid  of  the  counter 
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(shown  to  the  right  of  the  figure)  is  put  on,  and  the  pills 
turned  into  it  ready  for  the  packer.  The  counter  exhibits 
•excellent  workmanship  and  finish. 

WELDA. 

"Messes.  Barclay  &  Sons  (Limited),  Farringdon  Street, 
E.C.,  have  introduced  a  saleable  and  sensible  extra  in 
"  Welda."  This  is  a  cement  which  is  put  up  in  large 
collapsible  tubes,  and  is  sold  at  such  a  price  that  it  can  be 
used  either  as  a  liquid  glue  for  repairing  woodwork  and  the 
like,  or  as  we  find  from  practical  experience  as  a  good  cement 
for  earthenware  and  glass. 

"  OXINE." 

Although  it  is  now  more  than  a  year  since  we  first  called 
attention  to  the  new  beef-products  which  go  by  the  name 
"  Oxiue,"  the  manufacturers  have  in  the  meantime  effected 
several  improvements  upon  them  which  justify  us  in 
referring  to  them  in  this  column.  The  essential  difference 
between  oxine  preparations  and  most  other  beef-products  is 
that  the  removal  of  fat  and  heat-giving  carbohydrates 
(which  must  be  effected  in  the  manufacture  of  beef-extract)  is 
compensated  by  the  addition  of  animal  and  vegetable  pro- 
ducts which  give  the  preparations  heat-producing  and 
sustaining  power  as  well  as  that  stimulating  and  refreshing 
•character  peculiar  to  beef-tea.  The  preparations  are  very 
palatable,  and  are  put  up  in  several  forms — viz.,  in  2-oz.  to 
16-oz.  jars,  this  semi-solid  extract  making  a  nourishing  clear 
broth  with  hot  water  in  a  few  seconds  ;  in  tablets,  one  series 
of  which  is  specially  compounded  for  invalids,  and  has 
marked  strength-giving  properties  ;  also  in  skins  and  as 
lozenges.  The  whole  of  these  sell  at  popular  prices.  The 
wholesale  depot  is  at  29  Walbrook,  London,  E.C. 


personalities. 


Me.  Francis  H.  Moore  has  joined  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis 
&  Co.'s  staff  of  representatives. 

Mr.  D.  W.  Neale,  writing  from  112  High  Street,  South- 
ampton in  reference  to  our  report  of  the  case  of  Jewell  v. 
Martin,  in  which  the  substitution  of  concentrated  wood- 
violets  of  one  make  for  another  formed  the  subject  of 
action,  asks  us  to  state  that  he  was  not  discharged  by  the 
plaintiff,  as  alleged  by  plaintiff's  counsel.  This  error  would 
not  have  been  made,  he  says,  had  the  affidavits  been  read  in 
Court.  The  defendant's  counsel  characterised  the  plaintiff's 
statement  as  absolutely  absurd. 


Eraoe  motes. 


In  our  advertisement-section  will  be  found  an  announce- 
ment by  the  solicitors  for  the  Fabriques  de  Produits 
■Chimiques  de  Thann  et  de  Mulhouse  cautioning  against  the 
purchase  of  any  artificial  musk  other  than  that  known  as 
"Muse  Baur."  and  manufactured  by  the  said  works  under 
their  English  patent. 

We  notice  in  Messrs.  H.  M.  Salmony  &  Co.'s  catalogue 
•of  electric  heating-apparatus  a  number  of  articles  illustrated 
which  interest  chemists,  such  as  an  electric  inhaler,  bron- 
■chitis-kettle,  warming-plate  for  chemical  purposes,  sealing- 
wax  heater,  and  so  on.  Those  who  have  done  away 
with  gas  may  find  some  of  them  useful.  The  firm  have  an 
office  at  118-120  Charing  Cross  Eoad,  W.C. 

In  connection  with  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney's  recent  note  on 
lemongrass  oil,  Mr.  Wm.  Poppelreuter,  54  Portland  Street, 
Manchester,  agent  for  Mr.  H.  Haensel,  Pirna,  sends  us  a 
sample  of  the  terpeneless  lemongrass  oil  which  his  principal 
ihas  made  for  some  years,  and  which  Dr.  Hefelmann  reported 
upon  in  1893.  Dr.  Hefelmann's  investigation  went  to  show 
that  the  terpeneless  oil  consists  of  geranial  or  citral  and  an 


alcohol  differing  from  citronellol.  English  reprints  of  the 
report  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Poppelreuter,  who  also 
regularly  publishes  English  translations  of  Haensel's 
qu  arterly  reports  on  essential  oils.  These  reports  contain 
useful  commercial  and  scientific  information  on  essential  oils, 
and  should  be  filed  by  all  interested  in  this  subject. 

We  have  had  the  opportunity  of  inspecting  advance  sheets 
of  the  new  price-list  which  Messrs.  May,  Roberts  &  Co.,  of 
Clerkenwell  Road,  will  issue  to  the  trade  on  January  1, 
1898.  The  catalogue  is  similar  in  all  respects  to  its  prede- 
cessors, except  that  it  has  been  thoroughly  revised  up  to 
date.  The  sundries  section  contains  somewhere  near  a 
thousand  illustrations,  and  everything  is  carefully  described 
and  priced.  In  the  patent-medicine  section  articles  which 
can  only  be  sold  by  chemists,  and  articles  under  P.A.T.A. 
rules,  are  clearly  indicated,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
besides  these  a  fair  sprinkling  of  other  articles  are  sold  on 
condition  that  minimum  prices  as  fixed  by  the  proprietors 
are  adhered  to.  The  list  is  one  which  will  be  found  useful 
by  every  chemist. 


Edme  (Limited)  sent  out  a  Christmas  card  last  week, 
which  had  attached  to  it  a  reply- paid  sample-order  card. 

*  *  *  * 

The  original  and  appropriate  New  Year's  card  inserted 
among  our  advertisements  this  week  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Haywood, 
Nottingham,  was  specially  designed  by  Miss  Haywood. 

*  *  *  * 

Messrs.  Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.,  of  Exeter,  send  out  to  their 
customers  a  useful  wall-calendar  for  1898,  containing 
monthly  tablets  and  full  postal  information  at  the  back. 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  W.  H.  Box,  chemist  and  druggist,  Plymouth,  offered 
cash  prizes  to  persons  sending  the  best  couplet  on  Box's  pills. 
For  instance — Box's  pills  save  doctors'  bills ;  or,  The  pill  by 
Box  creation  rocks,  as  a  Christmas  puzzle. 

*  #  *  * 

The  eleventh  annual  edition  of  the  West  Highland 
Almanac,  published  by  Mr.  S.  Lawrence,  Oban,  is  much 
similar  to  previous  editions,  but  the  information  in  it  is 
fresh,  which  cannot  always  be  said  of  local  almanacs. 

*  #  *  * 

Soap  and  Water. — Mr.  Pemberton,  chemist,  Central 
Promenade,  Herne  Bay,  announced  that  the  recent  floods 
did  considerable  damage  to  a  stock  of  soaps  stored  in  his 
cellars,  and,  in  consequence,  he  is  offering  700  tablets  of 
Melonia  soap  at  Z^d.  per  tablet,  and  about  200  tablets  of 
cold-cream  and  oatmeal  soap  at  2d.  each. 

*  *  *  * 

The  retail-price  list  which  Mr.  J.  Young.  chemist,  Torquay, 
distributes  in  that  town  differs  greatly  from  most  cash-price 
lists.  It  is  printed  on  good  quality  pink  paper  ;  the  prices 
are  not  arranged  in  the  double-column  style,  but  thus  : — 
"  Browne's  chlorodyne,  Is.  l^d.  for  9|rf. ;  2s.  9d.  for  2s.  Id." 
Some  interesting  notes  on  local  places  of  interest  are 
incorporated. 

*  *  *  # 

One  of  the  first  things  we  noticed  when  we  opened  our 
C.  Sj  1).  last  week  was  a  Christmas  greeting  from  Spratts' 
(Limited).  This  week,  before  the  day  of  publication,  we 
have  had  a  look  at  their  New  Year's  card  inserted  in  this 
issue.  These  specially-drawn  pages  are  good  advertising, 
and  the  trade  appreciates  anything  of  the  kind  which  shows 
that  pains  are  taken. 

*  *  *  * 

A  Christmas  Puzzle. — Mr.  G.  R.  Minnikin,  of  the 
Theatre  Drug-stores,  58  High  Street,  Ramsgate  (Kent),  has 
issued  an  unusual  Christmas  puzzle.  He  asks  which  is  correct 
to  say  "  Two  Kurit  pills  are  an  effectual  dose  for  torpid  liver 
and  biliousness,"  or  "  Two  Kurit  pills  is  an  effectual  dose  for 
torpid  liver  and  biliousness."  To  the  person  definitely 
settling  this  moot  point  to  his  satisfaction  Mr.  Minnikin  wilj 
give  a  box  of  pills  and  a  4s.  6d.  bottle  of  Kurit  Nerve  Tonic. 
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"The  Woman  Beautiful"  is  the  title  of  a  16-page 
pamphlet  which  Mr.  M.  F.  Thompson,  17  Gordon  Street, 
Glasgow,  uses  to  advertise  several  toilet-specialities  for 
skin,  teeth,  hair,  and  hands.  For  each  speciality-series  there 
is  an  appropriate  half-tone  engraving  of  a  beautiful  woman 
printed  in  crimson,  the  lettering  on  the  pages  opposite  being 
in  blue  ink. 

*  $  *  * 

"  Scientific  Mysteries." — We  advise  chemists  who  are 
preparing  a  show  of  seasonable  goods  not  to  omit  the  display 
of  a  few  copies  of  "  Scientific  Mysteries,"  in  the  midst  of 
some  apparatus  and  chemicals,  if  possible.  We  supply  these 
popular  books  at  8s.  6^.  per  dozen,  or  7s.  6d.  per  dozen  if 
three  dozen  are  taken.  "  Scientific  Mysteries "  contains 
clearly-explained  descriptions  of  200  experiments,  mostly 
chemical,  with  80  illustrations.    It  sells  freely  at  Is.  per 


Mr.  Herbert  W.  Seely,  F.C.S.,  of  Halifax,  took  prompt 
advantage  of  the  report  of  the  death  of  a  child  in  that  town 
from  tyrotoxicon  by  an  announcement  that,  "  after  much 
careful  research,  we  have  discovered  a  certain  product 
which,  though  perfectly  harmless  to  the  human  frame, 
proves  to  be  a  powerful  antidote  to  the  tyro-toxin  poison. 
This  we  have  named  '  Anti-tyrotoxicon.'  One  teaspoonful 
placed  in  a  pint  of  milk  and  allowed  to  stand  for  one  hour  is 
all  that  is  required.    In  Is.  bottles." 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  Arthur  Hoyle,  Wilsden,  near  Bradford,  publishes  a 
bold  wall-calendar,  each  month  being  on  a  detachable  sheet. 
The  feature  of  this  calendar  is  that  alongside  the  days  of 
each  month  is  a  list  of  specialities  for  that  month.  Writing 
to  us  about  it,  Mr.  Hoyle  says  : — "  I  got  the  idea  from  the 
1896  Chemists'  and  Dbuggists'  Diary.  This  is  the 
second  year  I  have  published  them,  and  find  them  better  and 
cheaper  than  the  book-almanacks  generally  sent  out  by 
chemists,  as  people  keep  them  hung  up  for  the  year." 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  J.  E.  Lockyer,  photographic  chemist,  87  Evelyn  Street, 
Deptford,  S.E.,  has  published  two  seasonable  articles  for 
1898.  One  is  a  photo-calendar  containing  a  print  of  some 
picturesque  scenes  in  the  centre  and  calendar-tables  on  each 
side  of  the  picture.  It  is  framed  in  bevelled-edge  glass,  and 
may  hang  or  stand  easel-style.  The  second  thing  is  a 
quarto  blotting-book  and  calendar.  It  is  a  sensible  gift, 
plain  but  useful,  and  the  pictures  at  the  back,  which  show 
the  advantages  of  Lockyer's  developer,  are  clever. 

*  *  *  * 

We  mentioned  a  few  weeks  ago  that  the  proprietors  of 
Dr.  Williams's  Pink  Pills  for  Pale  People  had  made  arrange- 
ments for  an  extraordinary  distribution  of  advertising- 
material  throughout  the  world  during  1898.  We  have  since 
received  several  samples  of  the  booklets  which  have  pleased 
the  French  people.  The  artistic  decoration  of  the  pamphlets 
has  a  dash  about  it  which  is  quite  catching,  and  the  writing 
is  lively  and  to  the  point.  The  company  have  also  recently 
published  in  America  a  "Dictionary  of  the  English  Language 
and  Calendar  for  1898,"  which  they  are  giving  away  free. 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  Young,  Fleet  Street,  Torquay,  produced  an  excellent 
•effect  in  his  Christmas  window  by  the  following  arrangement. 
He  built  up  from  the  bottom  of  window  by  means  of  boxes, 
&c,  and  covered  the  whole  with  peacock-blue  plush.  Upon 
this  was  placed  a  fine  selection  of  cut-glass  bottles,  perfume- 
cases,  and  other  articles,  suitable  for  presents.  In  the  centre 
of  the  window  a  three-tier  hexagonal  stand,  covered  with 
old-gold  silk,  was  fixed.  This  was  attached  to  a  meat-jack 
arrangement,  which  kept  the  stand  revolving.  Fairy  lights 
were  alternated  with  the  cut-glass  bottles,  &c,  and  mirrors  at 
the  back  and  sides  produced  a  striking  effect, while  bouquets 
of  choice  flowers  and  ferns  completed  the  window-display. 

*  #  *  * 

Which  is  the  Substitutor  ? — In  a  price-list  lately 
issued  by  MacSymon's  Stores,  Limited,  Liverpool,  there 
appears  an  article  which  should  be  pleasant  reading  for  the 
large  advertisers  whose  goods  pass  through  MacSymon's 
hands.    Advertisers  are  referred  to  who  boast  of  spending 


50.000Z.  and  60,000Z.  annually  in  advertising  single  unim 
portant  items.    Then  follows  this  interesting  paragraph  : — 

Widely  advertised  goods  are  therefore  invariably  sold  at  prices 
which  far  exceed  their  natural  value,  and,  as  they  can  generally  be 
matched  at  less  money,  MacSymon's  Stores,  Limited,  would 
respectfully  suggest  that,  while  they  stock  whatever  is  in  demand, 
extravagantly-advertised  things  should,  as  a  rule,  be  avoided. 
*  *  *  * 

The  most  notable  retail-chemist's  almanack  which  reaches 
us  is  H.  W.  Mackereth's  Furness  Year-book,  published  by 
the  executors  of  the  late  Mr.  H.  W.  Mackereth,  chemists  and 
seedsmen,  Ulverston.  It  is  a  substantial  volume  of  about 
500  pages,  and  includes  nearly  a  hundred  finely-printed 
photographic  views  and  portraits,  mostly  of  special  local 
interest,  though  the  scenery  of  the  district  cannot  be  of 
local  interest  only.  The  book  contains  the  price-list  of  the 
firm,  as  well  as  other  advertisements,  and  must  be  of  con- 
siderable value  to  those  for  whom  it  is  compiled. 


mew  Companies  ano  Company 
1Rew0. 


Tabor,  Trego  &  Co.  (Limited),  with  a  capital  of  127.500Z., 
in  11.  shares  (100,000  51.  per  cent.  cum.  pref .)  ;  to  acquire  the 
business  carrried  on  as  "  Tabor,  Trego  &  Co. "  at  42  New 
Broad  Street,  E.C.,  at  Bow  Common,  E.,  and  elsewhere,  and 
to  manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in  varnish,  japan,  oils,  paints, 
colours,  pigments,  chemicals,  &c.  Registered  office,  42  New 
Broad  Street,  E.C. 

Natural  Epsom  Salts  Syndicate  (Limited). — 
Capital  50, 000?.,  mil.  shares;  to  acquire  a  certain  saline  lake 
or  lagoon,  known  as  the  La  Mina  Fortuna,  situate  at  La 
Higuera,  near  the  town  of  Corral  Rubino,  Albaceta  Province, 
Spain,  and  to  work,  win,  get,  evaporate,  refine  or  otherwise 
deal  with  sulphate  of  magnesia  (Epsom  salts)  or  other  salts 
or  chemical  products.  Registered  office,  5  Victoria  Buildings, 
Manchester. 

Economic  Acetylene-gas  Generator  Syndicate 
(Limited). — Capital  5,000/.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To 
enter  into  an  agreement  with  James  Wood  and  Wm.  W. 
Clark,  and  to  acquire,  own,  and  work  certain  undescribed 
patents  relating  to  generators  for  acetylene  and  other  gases, 
gas-burners,  gas  enrichers  and  purifiers,  and  to  the  manu- 
facture of  calcium  carbide.  Registered  office,  58  Three 
Mills  Lane,  Bromley-by-Bow. 

Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  50,000?.,  in 
101.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  of  Corbyn, 
Stacey  &  Co.,  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  Samuel  L. 
Stacey,  Henry  G.  Stacey,  and  Wilson  Stacey,  and  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  and  manufacturers  and 
refiners  of  and  dealers  in  drugs,  oils,  soaps,  beverages, 
medicines,  foods,  perfumery,  toilet-requisites,  &c.  The  first 
subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are : — S.  L.  Stacey,  H.  G. 
Stacey,  and  W.  Stacey,  all  chemists,  of  22  Great  St.  Helen's, 
E.C. ;  John  B.  Stacey,  2  Royal  Exchange  Avenue,  E.C, 
stockbroker ;  Miss  Mary  D.  Stacey  and  Miss  A.  M.  Stacey, 
Elmhurst,  Tottenham  ;  Arthur  Wenham,  43  Finsbury  Circus, 
E.C,  C.A.  The  first  directors  are  the  three  vendors.  Quali- 
fication, bOQL    Remuneration,  as  the  company  may  decide. 


Daisy  (Limited). — At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  share- 
holders a  dividend  of  15  per  cent,  was  declared  on  the  past 
six  months'  trading,  making  10  per  cent,  for  the  year.  The 
chair  was  taken  by  the  governing  director,  Mr.  J.  R.  Ellis, 
who  was  supported  by  Councillor  Wormald  and  T.  Pearson, 
F.R.G.S.,  Mr.  Walter  C.  Atkinson,  C.A.,  was  re-elected 
auditor. 

Continental  Chemical  Companies.— It  is  stated  that, 
so  far  as  can  be  judged  at  present,  the  shareholders  in  the 
Farbwerke,  vormals  Meister,  Lucius  &  Briining,  at 
HSchsto/M  will  receive  a  somewhat  smaller  dividend  for 
1897  than  they  obtained  for  1896,  when  28  per  cent,  was 
distributed.  Moritz  Milch's  Chemical-works  at  Posen  will 
distribute  10  per  cent.,  against  9  per  cent,  for  1896.  A 
meeting  of  the  shareholders  in  the  Chemische  Union  Com- 
pany, of  Bale,  has  been  convened  in  order  to  decide  about  the 
suggested  increase  of  the  joint-stock  capital. 
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''Slonimhc  or  fust." 


THE  American  drug-trade  must  be  in  a  bad  way,  judging 
from  the  number  of  pharmacists  that  have  forsaken  the 
spatula  in  the  States'  for  the  digger's  pick  on  the  Yukon 
River.  Dr.  H.  C.  Bowers,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  one  of  the 
crowd  that  made  for  Klondyke  last  season,  and  are  now 
locked  up  under  the  Arctic  Circle,  wrote  to  a  friend  from 
Seattle,  Washington,  at  the  time  when  he  was  about  to 
embark  for  Alaska  on  an  old  tub  called  the  Eliza  Anderson, 
of  which  he  states  wistfully  that  he  "  doesn't  think  she  will 
stand  much  bad  weather,  especially  in  Behring  Sea."  They 
charged  the  doctor  #135  to  take  1,200  lbs.  weight  from 
Seattle  to  Dawson  City.  That  charge  did  not  include  his 
own  person,  for  which  he  had  to  pay  #150.  This  is  the  bill 
of  his  expenses  since  he  left  Louisville,  not  counting  "  inci- 
dentals" : — 


$ 


Railroad  ticket  to  Seattle... 

  55 

Steamer  passage  to  Dawson 

 150 

Bill  of  groceries 

...  78 

Blanket,  clothing,  tent,  rubbers 

,  stove,  mine- 

tools,  &c.  ... 

 105 

Freight  on  above  bill 

 110 

Steam-boiler 

 150 

Freight  on  same  

  25 

Total   

 §673 

The  "  steam-boiler "  is  one  of  3  h.p.,  which  the  phar- 
macist has  carried  with  him  to  thaw  the  ground,  so  that 
he  may  work  faster  in  winter.  He  tried  the  boiler  at 
Seattle,  where  it  got  up  150  lbs.  of  pressure  in  live  minutes. 
In  spite  of  the  boiler,  however,  Dr.  Bowers  reckoned  that  his 
outfit  weighs  under,  rather  than  above,  the  average.  The 
doctor  took  #1,050  with  him  from  Louisville,  but  he  would 
scarcely  have  enough  left  when  he  reached  Klondyke  to  buy 
two  eggs  at  the  price  of  that  commodity  on  the  goldfields. 
Klondyke  being  Canadian  territory,  he  had  to  pay  a  duty 
of  about  20  per  cent,  on  all  the  effects  he  brings  with 
him.  When  he  was  at  Seattle  the  hotels  were  crowded,  and 
everybody  was  booking  a  passage  as  fast  as  possible. 

The  doctor's  last  letter  was  by  no  means  sanguine.  He 
had  begun  to  realise  that  not  one  man  in  a  hundred  had  a 
chance  of  finding  a  payable  claim.  The  others  must  get 
"  broke,"  and  gradually  become  wage-workers  for  their 
luckier  fellows.  Fortunately  Dr.  Bowers  has  two  strings  on 
his  bow.  He  has  taken  a  fair  supply  of  drugs  with  him, 
and  bought  another  #15  worth  at  Seattle.  But  Dr.  Haskel, 
of  Seattle,  told  him  that  probably  no  one  would  be  allowed 
to  practise  at  Klondyke  without  a  British  or  Canadian  cer- 
tificate. That,  however,  did  not  trouble  Dr.  Bowers. 
"Klondyke  is  not  the  only  camp  up  there,"  he  said.  "  I  am 
sure  there  will  be  other  camps  just  as  good  outside  the 
Canadian  boundary  line."  But  why  be  troubled  at  all,  dear 
doctor  ?  Surely  a  Kentucky  pharmacist  with  an  American 
doctor's  degree  can  rear  his  head  boldly  and  defy  the  world  1 
*  *  *  * 

Close  upon  Dr.  Bowers's  heels  followed  Druggist  Jacob  J. 
Debold,  of  Cincinnati,  and  Druggist  W.  H.  Butler,  of 
Brookline,  Mass.  The  former  proposed  to  go  straight 
through,  but  Druggist  Butler  is  passing  the  winter  at  Seattle, 
and  will  start  for  Klondyke  next  spring,  if  he  thinks  the 
prospects  are  good  enough.  Good  luck  to  you,  pharmaceu- 
tical prospectors !  And  may  our  Cincinnati  friend  remember 
the  wisdom  of  "be  bold,  be  bold,  be  not  too  bold!"  Mr. 
Kelly,  of  Slawson  &  Kelly,  druggists,  Seattle,  has  also  left 
for  the  north,  or,  as  the  American  report  puts  it,  "  he  has 
had  his  supplies  condensed,  and  has  made  for  the  Klondyke." 
And  Messrs.  Julian  Kelton,  late  dispenser  to  the  Ukiah 
Asylum ;  D.  J.  Broderick,  late  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
San  Fraincisco ;  C.  C.  Newman,  druggist,  of  Santa  Barbara, 
Californa ;  Kirby  B.  Smith,  "  apothecary,"  of  Oakland ;  L. 
de  Champlain,  of  the  Owl  Pharmacy,  New  Whatcorn, 
Oregon  ;  Druggist  Rupert,  of  Bandon,  Oregon ;  Wilton  B. 
Kirk,  of  California  Street  Pharmacy,  San  Francisco;  and 
Thos.  J.  Day,  also  of  San  Francisco,  were,  when  last  heard 
from,  tramping  their  way  across  the  Chilcoot  Pass.  At 
present,  therefore,  the  pharmaceutical  profession  at  Klondyke 
must  be  uncomfortably  crowded. 


But  it  is  not  only  the  male  portion  of  the  American 
pharmaceutical  world  that  has  taken  the  Klondyke  fever. 
The  Cincinnati  lady  pharmacists  are  likewise  on  the  move. 
The  pioneers  of  this  section  of  the  drug-trade  are  Miss 
Diecia  Baker  and  her  "  room-mate,"  Miss  Ennis,  pharmacy 
students  at  the  Laura  Memorial  College.  They  hope  to 
graduate  in  the  spring,  and  then  they  will  start.  They  will 
not  go  to  the  Arctic  Circle  to  dig  for  gold,  but  to  practise 
pharmacy.  Miss  Baker  is  described  by  a  candid,  if  not 
discreet,  interviewer  as  "  a  good-looking  woman  of  thirty, 
of  a  determined  disposition."  So  determined,  it  seems,  that 
she  had  not  taken  the  trouble  to  find  out  what  the  place  she 
is  going  to  is  like,  for  "  she  plied  me  with  questions,"  as  the 
interviewer  remarks,  evidently  annoyed  at  such  a  reversal  of 
the  usual  parts. 

Speaking  of  the  proposed  trip  she  said  :  "  Oh,  we  expect  to  start 
in  the  early  spring.  Tell  me,  are  there  many  women  going  ? 
What  is  the  expense  ?  Could  I  write  to  Alaska  and  get  any 
valuable  information  about  the  journey  '?  "  A  dozen  other- 
questions  were  asked  in  rapid  succession.  Bliss  Baker  is  deeply 
interested  in  Klondyke,  and  asked  many  questions  regarding  the 
hardships  of  the  trip. 

*  *  *  # 

But  though  American  pharmacists  have  gone  to  Klondyke 
in  such  numbers,  we  have  only  heard  of  one  who  is  reported 
to  have  made  any  money  at  gold-digging.  That  lucky  person 
is  Mr.  O.  Huggleston,  formerly  a  drug-clerk  on  the  Pacific 
Slope,  who  chanced  to  make  his  way  to  Alaska  early  in  the 
year,  before  the  Klondyke  mines  were  heard  of.  Mr. 
Huggleston  gave  up  a  situation  as  druggist's  assistant  at 
Juneau,  in  Alaska,  at  #15  a  week  to  go  to  the  mines.  When 
last  heard  of  he  was  reported  as  having  "cleaned  up" 
#30,000  worth  already.  So  far,  however,  the  pharmacists  who 
have  made  most  out  of  the  gold  boom  are  those  at  Seattle 
and  San  Francisco,  who  stuck  to  their  shops  and  applied  them- 
selves to  stocking  emigrants  with  medicine-chests  and  the 
like.  It  is  computed  that  6.000  miners  bound  for  the  North 
have  last  summer  laid  in  drugs  and  other  pharmaceutical 
requirements  at  Seattle,  and  that  each  has  spent  #4  on  an 
average.    San  Francisco  chemists  have  done  equally  well. 

*  *  *  * 

Meanwhile,  the  San  Francisco  Druggist,  with  a  praise- 
worthy desire  to  teach  its  remaining  subscribers  something 
of  the  Yukon  country  before  they  start  off  thither,  but 
apparently  not  knowing  a  great  deal  about  it  itself,  has 
published  a  sort  of  inquiry  form  on  the  matter.  The  follow- 
ing are  specimens  of  the  questions : — 

How  many  are  engaged  in  the  drug-trade  at  Klondyke  ?  What, 
is  the  Canadian  law  as  to  the  practising  of  medicine  and  phar- 
macy, with  or  without  diploma  ?  How  do  they  recognise  American 
schools  ?  What  about  the  liquor  traffic,  and  in  shipping  same  ( sic} 
must  it  go  through  bond,  or  can  it  be  shipped  direct  ?  What  will 
be  the  prospects  for  a  great  big  handsome,  big-hearted,  strong  and 
popular  man  up  on  the  Yukon  ?  Is  it  any  tougher  than  was. 
Arizona  twenty  years  ago  ? 

This  strikes  us  as  something  after  the  style  of  Mark 
Twain's  census  paper  in  which  the  questions  were  propounded, 
among  others :  "  Have  you  ever  been  at  Niagara  Falls  1 "  and 
"  Was  you  ever  vaccinated  1 "  But  what  better  prospect 
could  the  great,  big,  handsome,  &c,  gentlemen  require  than, 
that  of  finding  at  Klondyke  Miss  Diecia  Baker,  of  Cincinnati, 
ready  to  dispense  to  them  those  ardent  spirits  which  form 

the  staple  prescriptions  of  a  Western  pharmacy  ? 

*  *  *  * 

Druggists  should  be  able  to  do  a  good  thing  in  goldseekers 
medicine-chests.  Dr.  A.  P.  O'Brien,  writing-  in  the 
Chicago  Tribuw.,  advises  all  persons  who  go  to  Klondyke  to- 
take  a  chest  containing 

Quinine  pills,  50  ;  compound  cathartic  pills,  50 ;  acetanilid  tab- 
lets, 3  doz. ;  mustard-plasters,  1  box  ;  belladonna-plasters,  6 ; 
carbolic  salve,  4  oz. ;  chloroform-liniment,  8  oz. ;  witch-hazel,  1 
pint ;  essence  ginger,  4  oz. ;  paregoric,  4  oz. ;  laudanum,  1  oz.  J 
borax,  4  oz. ;  tincture  of  iodine,  1  oz. ;  spirit  of  nitre,  2  oz. ;  tincture 
of  iron,  1  oz. ;  cough-mixture,  8  oz. ;  toothache-drops,  1  bottle ; 
vaseline,  1  bottle;  iodoform,  2  dr.;  lint,  2  yards;  assorted  ban- 
dages, 5  doz.  ;  rubber  adhesive-plasters,  2  feet ;  absorbent  cotton, 
4  oz.  Monsell's  salts  for  haemorrhage,  in  quantities,  in  accordance 
with  the  person's  liability  to  attack  of  the  trouble. 

We  like  that  last  sentence  of  the  doctor's.  The  idea  of  a 
poor  consumptive  struggling  on  to  Klondyke  for  gold,  when 
the  saving  of  energies  means  prolongation  of  life  to  him,  is 
about  the  saddest  thing  that  sane  man  can  conceive. 
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Infants'  if oous. 


"]\/TK.  K.  P.  McFADDEN,  in  graduating  at  the  Massachusetts 
lil  College  of  Pharmacy,  presented  a  thesis  on  the  pre- 
paration of  infants'  and  invalids'  foods,  which  appears  to  us 
to  be  more  practical  than  such  theses  generally  are,  and  we 
therefore  quote  the  following  portions  of  it  from  the  New 
England  Druggist.  To  prepare  a  good  infants'  food  one 
must  not  depend  much  on  cows'  milk,  since  it  is  generally 
admitted  that  in  large  cities  cows'  milk  is  objectionable,  as 
it  is  liable  to  sour  easily,  and  contains  more  caseine  and  less 
sugar  than  mothers'  milk.  But  as  it  is  hard  to  do  altogether 
without  milk,  we  use  one-half  water  and  one-half  milk,  and 
■supply  the  rest  in  the  food.  Infants'  food  must  contain 
wheaten  flour  and  malt,  which  must  be  in  a  very  fine  powder 
and  freed  from  husks.  A  very  good  food  can  be  prepared 
from  the  following  formula  : — 

Boiling  water   2  pt.  [32  oz.] 

Milk  recently  boiled    ...       ...    1  pt.  [16  oz.] 

Mix  and  add  to  the  following  : — 

Bye-flour    4  dr. 

Sugar  of  milk    ...       ...       ...  lh  oz. 

Sodium  chloride         ...       ...  1  dr. 

Arrowroot         ...       ...       ...  1  dr. 

Potassium  bicarbonate          ...  h  dr. 

After  these  are  all  mixed,  boil  ten  minutes  and  strain. 

This  makes  a  good-looking  and  tasty  liquid  food,  about 
the  colour  of  milk,  and  the  only  objection  to  it  is  that  it 
can  only  be  kept  for  three  or  four  days  without  change. 
Phar  macists  could  prepare  the  food  and  supply  customers 
with  \resh  food  every  two  or  three  days. 

Another  excellent  food  can  be  prepared  from  this  for- 
mula : — 

Flour  (wheat)   ...      ...       ...     8  oz. 

Malt    2  oz.  174  gr. 

Sugar  of  milk  187  gr. 

Potassium  bicarbonate  ...    24  gr. 

Sodium  chloride         ...       ...    30  gr. 


In  preparing  this  food,  the  flour  is  first  baked  to  rupture 
the  starch  granules,  whereby  it  can  be  more  readily  con- 
verted into  sugar  by  the  weak  digestive  organs  of  the  child. 
Next  the  malt,  sugar  of  milk,  potassium  bicarbonate,  and 
sodium  chloride  are  powdered  and  passed  through  a  No.  60 
sieve  to  remove  all  lumps  and  husks  from  the  malt.  Then 
this  is  thoroughly  mixed  with  the  baked  flour  and  sifted 
again.  The  food  should  then  be  sterilised  and  packed  in 
airtight  containers. 
' f  This  makes  a  light  yellow-coloured  food,  and  has  a  faint 
odour  of  malt.  This  is  a  food  which  pharmacists  could 
•easily  prepare  at  a  small  cost,  and  supply  their  customers 
with  at  about  one-half  the  cost  of  foods  of  similar  composi- 
tion now  on  the  market. 

In  preparing  the  food  for  the  child,  one  heaping  table- 
spoonful  of  the  food  is  stirred  into  about  3  oz.  of  boiling 
milk.  The  temperature  of  the  mixture  will  reach  the  point 
•of  70°  C,  or  lSS'  F.,  at  which  the  conversion  of  the  starch  is 
best  accomplished,  and  the  mixture  in  a  few  minutes  will 
become  limpid  and  sweet,  so  that  it  need  not  be  filtered, 
and  is  ready  for  use.  If  this  food  is  found  to  be  too  rich 
for  the  infant,  use  one-half  milk  and  one-half  water,  in  place 
of  milk  alone. 

Another  food  which  Mr.  McFadden  has  prepared  is — 


E vaporated  skim-milk . . 

Wheat-flour   

Malt   

Sugar  of  milk  ... 
Potassium  bicarbonate 
Sodium  chloride 


4  oz. 
4  oz. 

1  oz.  145  gr. 
150  gr. 
15  gr. 
30  gr. 


This  makes  a  good  food,  and  the  only  objection  to  it  is  that 
after  skim-milk  has  been  evaporated  the  casein  is  left  behind 
as  separate,  hard,  unchanged  particles,  and  milk  once  dried 
will  not  re- dissolve. 

The  best  and  most  satisfactory  food  is  made  from  extract 
of  malt  and  flour.  The  malt  and  flour  are  put  into  a  con- 
tainer and  water  added,  and  the  mixture  kept  at  a  tem- 
perature of  70°  C,  or  158°  F.,  for  forty-five  minutes  to  one 


hour,  or  until  the  starch  is  all  converted  into  sugar  by  the 
diastase  of  the  malt.  Then  the  clear  solution  is  filtered  off, 
and  evaporated  to  dryness,  on  a  steam-bath,  and  the  sugar 
of  milk,  sodium  chloride,  and  potassium  bicarbonate  are 
mixed  with  the  dry  extract,  and  the  whole  run  through  a 
No.  60  sieve.  This  is  the  only  food  which  Mr.  McFadden 
prepared  that  does  not  give  a  reaction  for  starch. 

The  following  is  a  modified  formula  of  the 
described : — 

Powdered  extract  of  malt 

Powdered  sugar  of  milk 

Potassium  bicarbonate 

Sodium  chloride 

Mix  and  run  through  a  No.  60  sieve, 
tainers. 


food  just 


4  oz. 

4  oz. 
...  30  gr. 
...    60  gr. 

and  pack  in  tight  con* 


Ht  the  Counter. 


From  Lincolnshire. — "  Linnel  Licurace,"  "  Gum  Gum- 
clarn."  A  customer  writes  for  some  "  Sprest  of  Vrittl,"  and 
adds,  "  Please  put  A  good  Kirk  in." 

Yarmouth  customers  send  to  Mr.  A.  E.  Richmond  for 
"  elxevitril,"  "  Box  off  pile  aminet,"  "  Maw  Tite,"  "  God  fors 
cordial,"  "4  Pennyworth  Loddum  Fore  the  horse  Lage 
Meere "  (large  mare).  "  Gracious  D."  at  Yarmouth  is 
Gracei  Dei,  or  Fisherman's  Salve;  "Sulphate  Ivory"  is 
sulphur  vivum;  "  Sarzaparilla  Balls"  are  sal  prunella  balls  ; 
tinct.  benz.  co.  becomes  "Little  benjamin";  mag.  carb.  is 
converted  into  "Cabinet  magnesia";  and  oil  juniper  into 
"  Oil  of  Jupiter." 

The  appended  sketch  has  been  sent  to  us  to  illustrate  the 
incident  reported  in  this  section  in  the  C.  $  D.  of  November 
27.    The  lady  is  buying  her  medicine  and  mince-pie  utensils 


at  the  same  shop,  and  she  asks  the  gentle  grocer  if  he  keeps 
Winslow's  Syrup.  "  No  mum,"  responds  the  sugar  cracker  : 
"  We  always  recommend  Seigel's  :  it's  much  better." 

Mr.  W.  P.  Lawrence  (Knaresborough)  gives  us  the 
following  from  his  curious  orders  : — "  One  stone  of  dog 
Spratt's,"  "A  tin  of  Alter(n)ative  Powder,"  "Bottle  of  Scott's 
Emulation,"  "  Please,  mister,  I  want  one  of  them  3d.  Poor 
Man's  Chests,"  "3  penn'orth  Wooden  Actor  "(wood  naphtha), 
"  Child's  Teasing  Powders,"  "  Settling  Powders."  "  7i-d.-bottle 
of  Wheat  Liquid,"  asks  a  little  girl.  Sent  back  to  ask  write 
name  down  on  paper;  turns  out  she  requires  a  7^^.-bottle  of 
(our)  corn-cure. 
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THE  first  meeting  of  the  Association  for  the  Propagation  of 
Cash-chemical  Science  (Philanthropic  Section)  was  held 
on  Wednesday  last,  Professor  Lemuel  Sox,  M.CC.C.  (Limited), 
in  the  chair.  The  meeting  took  place  at  the  Association's 
rooms,  and  there  was  a  large  and  representative  gathering 
of  the  most  brilliant  scientists  of  the  cash-chemical  world, 
among  whom  we  noticed  Sir  Titus  Black,  Professor  Knight, 
Professor  Snip,  Dr.  Horser,  Alderman  Fields,  Messrs.  Buies, 
Larose,  Oakem,  B.  K.  Black,  and  others.  Besides  the  limited- 
cash-chemists  proper  we  observed  a  fair  sprinkling  of  eminent 
grocers,  drapers,  tailors  and  scientific  hardware-merchants, 
all  of  them  more  or  less  limited.  The  proceedings  commenced 
at  8  p.m.,  and  after  a  few  preliminaries  had  been  settled  and 
some  formal  business  transacted,  the  learned  President  rose 
to  deliver  his  inaugural  address,  which  was  an  able  exposition 
of  the 

Ethics  of  Cash-chemical  Philanthropy. 

He  said  the  doctrine  of  morality  applied  only  to  the 
philanthropic  section  of  cash-chemistry,  but  even  in  that 
branch  there  were  many  views  held  by  our  scientific  adepts 
which  were  looked  at  askance  by  other  teachers  of  so-called 
"  morals  "  in  the  outside  world.  Those  teachers,  however, 
had  neither  the  benefit  of  our  high  scientific  training  nor 
sufficiently  broad  views  of  what  is  popularly  known  as 
"  moral  principle "  to  enable  them  to  appreciate  the  true 
inwardness  of  the  subject,  so  that  it  was  really  a  useless 
task — in  the  present  elementary  condition  of  cash-chemical 
knowledge — to  attempt  to  convince  thinking  outsiders  by 
arguments,  however  specious  or  eloquent  they  might  be. 
Our  aim  should  be  rather  assiduously  to  promulgate  for 
public  consumption  the  principles  of  cash-chemical  science, 
and  to  let  the  old  method  live  out,  if  necessary,  the  miserable 
remnant  of  its  existence. 

On  the  present  occasion  he  would  endeavour  to  put  before 
them  in  as  lucid  a  manner  as  possible  the  three  great  principles 
to  be  remembered  in  the  ethics  of  cash-chemistry.  These 
were:  (1)  Courtesy  to  opponents,  (2)  elimination  of  self,  and 
(3)  the  doctrine  of  limitations. 

In  the  first  place  it  was  necessary  to  the  true  interests  of 
every  self-respecting  cash-chemist  that  he  should  show  as 
much  courtesy  and  forbearance  towards  his  opponents  as  a 
policeman,  for  example,  would  show  to  any  well-known  and 
widely-respected  thief  of  his  acquaintance.  Your  opponents 
must  be  held  up  (for  their  own  good)  to  a  discriminating 
public  as  unmitigated  robbers  and  grinders  of  the  faces  of 
the  poor.  You  must  mercifully  bring  about  their  deliverance 
and  quicken  their  knowledge  of  cash-chemistry  by  trying 
your  best  to  ruin  them  at  every  hand. 

You  must  assert  that  their  stocks  are  stale,  their  hands 
incompetent,  and  that  they  are  battening  on  the  fortunes 
wrung  from  an  indulgent  public.  Send  forth  your  hire- 
lings in  various  guises  to  their  establishments,  and  lure 
them  into  exorbitant  sales,  so  that  if  any  one  of  them 
dares  charge  Is.  for  a  6-oz.  mixture,  you  may  blazon 
forth  their  iniquity  fearlessly  to  all  the  world — and  charge 
8d.  In  this  way  we  arrive  at  that  true  courtesy  which 
flatters  not  but  which  nevertheless  touches  the  spot,  and 
at  the  same  time  leads  us  by  almost  imperceptible  degrees 
to  the  second  grand  principle  of  our  system,  namely, 

The  Elimination  op  Self. 

In  this  connection  we  seek  publicly  to  sink  our  individuality 
in  the  bosom  of  Limited  Irresponsibility,  and  to  blossom  forth 
as  benefactors  (limited)  of  downtrodden  and  high-price- 
ridden  humanity.  We  aim  at  hiding  our  individual  light  as 
much  as  possible  under  a  bushel,  but  at  the  same  time  we 
work  collectively  to  make  our  combined  electric  lamps  rival 
the  sun  as  a  blaze  of  attraction.  And  herein  occurs  a  grave 
danger  to  many.  For  should  one  not  properly  eliminate 
himself,  but  try,  as  it  were,  to  coruscate  on  his  own  account, 
the  chances  are  that  he  would  be  shrivelled  up  by  too  much 
light  on  the  part  of  the  sun  aforesaid.  The  great  evil  to  be 
guarded  against  in  the  practice  of  our  science  is  the  presence 
of  too  much  light  from  the  external  world,  too  fierce  a  glare 
upon  our  internal  mechanism.    This  would  inevitably  result 


in  a  flare-up  and  a  falling-off  of  the  dividends,  and  most 
probably  end  in  a  disastrous  explosion. 

Therefore  it  is  advisable  at  all  times  to  keep  our  inner 
methods  scrupulously  hidden  from  the  vulgar  gaze,  and  to- 
counteract  any  inquisitive  tendency  we  must  not  hesitate  to 
proclaim  boldly  to  all  eternity  that  our  particular  company 
(limited)  absolutely  refuses  to  take  one  penny  of  profit  from 
the  long-suffering  public. 

Let  it  be  known  (not  quietly  nor  with  too  much  modesty), 
that  our  special  mission  in  life  is  to  benefit  the  human  race ; 
that  our  palatial  establishments  are  erected  and  maintained 
by  disinterested  philanthropists  ;  and  that  we  (collectively), 
are  the  incarnation  of  that  virtue  which  is  its  own  reward. 

The  learned  President  dashed  the  tears  from  his  eyes  and. 
proceeded  to  the  discussion  of  his  third  principle, 

The  Doctrine  of  Limitations. 

This  principle,  he  said,  by  reason  of  its  complexity,  was  the 
most  difficult  one  of  the  three  for  the  mind  of  the  uninitiated 
to  grasp.  It  was  only  by  dint  of  assiduous  study  and  a 
constant  cultivation  of  the  science  of  Dodgology  that  one 
could  fairly  gauge  the  fine  line  of  demarcation  which  exists- 
between  legal  and  illegal  trading,  and  it  was  inadvisable  for 
anyone  not  thoroughly  conversant  with  all  conditions  and 
shades  of  trading  to  attempt  to  practise  this  ethical  principle? 
in  its  entirety.  This  would  apply  especially  to  anyone  whose 
personal  identity  was  not  thoroughly  obliterated.  This 
doctrine  belongs  in  reality  to  the  higher  branches  of  the 
science  and  is  practised  only  by  the  highly-cultured  few — the 
Mahatmas  of  Storedom,  as  it  were — so  that  only  a  slight 
outline  of  its  bearings  could  be  given.  It  embraces  the 
knowledge  of  bottom  prices ;  the  knowledge  of  weaknesses 
in  rivals,  in  men,  in  women,  and  in  districts  ;  and  the  know- 
ledge of  the  prices  to  apply  to  the  various  weaknesses  and  the 
various  districts.  It  also  includes  a  knowledge  of  the  law  of 
libel,  and  the  limit  of  daring  to  be  achieved  in  newspaper- 
advertising  and  counter-literature.  Last,  but  by  no  means  least,, 
it  treats  fully  in  all  its  intricate  detail  the  great  question  of 
substitution  and  its  limits,  showing  how  far  the  methods  of 
substitution  may  be  carried  with  safety ;  teaching  the- 
student  the  exact  area  of  deprecative  suggestion  and  the  full 
treatment  of  such  cases  as  will  not  be  overcome  by  slight 
insinuation,  but  which  succumb  readily  to  bold  advertisement. 

"  In  conclusion,"  said  the  professor,  in  an  eloquent  per- 
oration, "  let  us  not  look  back  upon  what  we  might  have  done, 
but  forward  to  what  we  shall  do.  Let  us  vie  with  each  other 
in  cash-chemical  courtesy,  in  the  elimination  of  self,  and  in 
the  study  of  doctrinal  limitations.  Let  us  keep  in  mind 
continually  the  three  great  ethical  principles,  and  let  our 
eyes  be  fixed  solely  on  that  great  and  glorious  goal  of  our 
ambition — the  attainment  of  dividends.  Let  no  shadow  of 
our  inner  workings  emerge  into  the  glare  of  publicity,  and 
let  us  smite  our  enemies  as  hard  as  possible  from  behind. 
Let  us  not  forget  that  though  our  identity  be  hidden  behind 
the  Limited  Screen,  yet  our  feet  are  free  to  kick  and  our 
finger-nails  to  scratch.  Let  us  stand  by  each  other  and  look 
forward  with  proud  hope  and  exulting  hearts  to  the  dawning: 
of  that  glorious  era  of  quarterly  dividends  and  satisfied 
shareholders  which  still  remains  to  some  extent  veiled  in 
the  obscurity  of  the  future." 

Sir  Titus  Black,  in  moving  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
President  for  his  eloquent  and  scholarly  address,  said  the- 
teachings  of  their  science  had  never  before  been  elucidated 
in  so  striking  and  admirable  a  manner,  and  as  a  dignified 
reply  to  the  carpings  of  their  ill-advised  critics  it  left  nothing 
to  be  desired.  It  would  be  recorded  as  another  example  of 
that  trenchant  criticism  and  sound  reasoning  which  had 
earned  for  their  revered  President  the  unique  distinction  of 
contributing  a  classic  expression  to  the  man  in  the  street, 
who  when  he  wishes  to  be  particularly  severe  on  a  trouble- 
some opponent  threatens  to  "  give  'im  Sox." 

Professor  Knight,  in  seconding,  congratulated  the  President 
on  the  success  of  his  gigantic  effort,  which,  he  said,  would 
have  the  effect  of  for  ever  silencing  rival  scientists  and 
P.A.T.A.  professors  in  their  waspish  efforts  to  sting  this  great 
Association. 

Professor  Snip,  Alderman  Fields,  Dr.  Horser  and  others 
also  spoke  in  terms  of  high  appreciation,  and  the  meeting, 
after  giving  three  hearty  cheers  for  the  President,  adjourned 
sine  die.  Ben  Veigh. 
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Jgrotfding  |)na& — j$anto  jcctsbn. 

CONSIDERABLE  interest  has  been  aroused  among  P.A.T.A. 
supporters  by  the  invitation  lately  published  by  the 
Sanitas  Company  to  the  trade  for  advice  as  to  the  protection 
of  prices  of  Sanitas  and  its  derivatives.  The  company 
announce  their  decision  in  this  week's  issue,  and  a  member 
of  our  editorial  staff,  having  read  it,  went  to  Mr.  Kingzett,  the 
managing-director  of  the  company,  to  interview  him  with 
reference  to  it.  And  this  is  the  substance  of  what  Mr. 
Kingzett  said  :  — 

"  I  have  gone  through  our  correspondence  on  this  matter 
very  carefully  and  with  a  great  deal  of  interest ;  I  have  had 
two  long  interviews  with  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  and  I  have  con- 
sulted with  Mr.  Elliman,  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  and  with 
Messrs.  Blondeau  et  Cie.,  as  to  their  plans.  The  result  is 
what  we  have  announced  in  our  advertisement.  I  dare  say 
many  of  the  strenuous  supporters  of  the  P.A.T.A.  will  be  dis- 
appointed, but  I  think  if  they  will  look  at  the  matter  all 
round  they  will  see  some  reason  in  our  action.  We  had 
well  under  2  000  answers  to  our  advertisements.  This  is 
a  considerable  number,  but  after  all  it  is  only  a  small  fraction 
of  the  trade,  and  a  good  number  of  these  were  inspired. 
Fully  three-fourths  of  our  correspondents  urged  us  to  join 
the  P.A.T.A. ;  but,  of  course,  we  had  to  weigh  these  letters 
as  well  as  number  them.  I  would  have  liked  to  have  fol- 
lowed their  wishes,  but  I  could  not  see  my  way  at  present  to 
adopt  an  attitude  of  coercion  towards  the  minority,  which 
included,  as  you  may  suppose,  our  very  largest  customers 
We  had  letters  from  the  chief  cutters  expressing  their 
willingness  to  abide  honourably  by  any  conditions  which  we 
could  effectively  impose,  but  the  principal  ones  strongly 
urged  that  we  should  not  fix  the  minimum  of  the  Is.  article 
at  higher  than  10±d.  The  difficulty  with  the  P.A.T.A. 
agreement  was  that  we  were  not  to  be  permitted  to  make 
our  arrangements  with  these  men  direct ;  if  they  cut  the 
smallest  article  on  the  list  they  were  not  to  have  ours. 
They  have  always  treated  us  honourably,  and  I  could  not 
think  it  fair  towards  them  not  to  first  try  persuasion.  Our 
trouble,  hitherto,  has  come  from  certain  chemists  who  will 
cut.  I  am  fully  in  sympathy  with  the  chemists,  and  con- 
sider that,  in  their  interests  and  our  own,  something  to 
ensure  a  fair  profit  must  be  done.  If  I  find  this  remedy 
fails,  in  about  six  months  or  so,  I  may  then  join  the  P.A.T.A. 
or  adopt  'a  protective  scheme  of  our  own.  If  persuasion 
fails,  we  shall  certainly  resort  to  coercion.  The  concession 
we  have  made  as  to  the  amount  on  which  we  will  pay 
carriage  is  one  that  a  great  many  chemists  have  asked  us 
for,  and  is  a  direct  outcome  of  this  consideration.  It  may 
be  credited  to  the  P.A.T.A.  Perhaps  it  might  interest  you 
to  know  that  before  we  set  out  on  this  inquiry  we  asked  our 
principal  competitors  in  the  proprietary-disinfectant  busi- 
ness if  they  would  join  us,  or  follow  our  lead ;  but  all  to 
whom  we  addressed  our  invitation  declined,  for  one  reason 
or  another." 

Since  our  conversation  with  Mr.  Kingzett  we  have  re- 
ceived the  following  interesting  report  of  the  inquiry  from 
the  company: — 

Sib, — As  you  are  aware,  we  some  time  since  asked  the  trade  by 
advertisement  and  otherwise  to  let  us  know  whether  or  not  they 
wished  us  to  join  the  P.A.T.A.,  and  it  will  doubtless  interest  your 
readers  to  have  some  information  respecting  the  replies  which  we 
received. 

In  spite  of  the  extensive  nature  of  our  advertisement  and  the 
publicity  given  to  the  matter  by  the  trade-journals,  in  addition  to 
the  special  appeal  made  by  the  Anti-cutting  Record  to  the 
members  of  the  P.A.T.A.  to  send  replies  to  us,  the  total  number 
received  out  of  the  32,000  odd  patent-medicine  sellers  in  this 
country  was  only  1,104  ;  of  these  most  of  the  writers  are  members 
of  the  P.A.T.A.,  and  therefore  naturally  expressed  the  hope  that 
we  would  join  their  Association ;  32  correspondents  expressly 
objected  to  the  P.A.T.A. ;  six  expressed  their  objection  to  any 
kind  of  interference  with  the  trade ;  and  27  expressed  them- 
selves indifferent  about  the  P.A.T.A.  so  long  as  selling-prices  were 
protected  in  some  way ;  861  correspondents  were  in  favour  of 
selling  the  articles  at  face-values,  while  188  were  in  favour  of 
selling  at  prices  somewhat  below  the  full  face-values. 

With  respect  to  the  terms  of  supply  to  the  retail  trade,  532  were 
in  favour  of  continuing  our  present  terms  of  supply  to  the  retail 
trade  ;  71  correspondents  did  not  care  so  long  as  they  secured  20 
per  cent,  profit  on  their  turnover,  while  195  wanted  25  per  cent,  on 
their  turnover. 


As  to  the  wholesale  houses,  119  correspondents  expressed  their 
desire  to  secure  10  per  cent,  profit  on  their  turnover,  while  16  ex- 
pressed their  satisfaction  with  existing  arrangements. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  correspondents  47  retailers  expressed 
their  desire  to  be  supplied  on  the  best  terms  irrespective  of  the 
size  of  order. 

Altogether,  the  result  of  our  application  to  the  trade  was  a  very 
disappointing  one,  and  we  can  only  construe  it  as  indicative  either 
of  the  greatest  apathy,  or  of  fairly  widespread  satisfaction  with  the 
old  arrangement.  If  a  large  proportion  of  the  members  of  the- 
retail  trade  wished  us  to  place  our  articles  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list  or 
otherwise  to  protect  the  selling-prices,  it  seems  incredible  that 
such  a  limited  number  of  replies  should  have  been  received  in 
answer  to  our  application. 

The  decision  we  have  taken  in  the  matter  is  expressed  in  the 
advertisement  that  is  now  appearing  in  the  trade-journals,  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  while  we  have  not  seen  our  way,  anyhow 
at  present,  to  place  our  articles  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list,  we  have  made 
some  very  considerable  concessions  to  the  trade,  and  for  these 
concessions,  to  a  certain  extent  at  least,  the  trade  have  to  thank 
Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones. 

Yours  faithfully, 
C.  T.  Kingzett  (Managing-director).. 


Business  Changes. 


Notices  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  new  businesses,  art 
inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge,  if  properly  authenticated. 


Messes.  Boots  have  opened  a  new  branch  at  28  High 
Town.  Hereford. 

Mr.  George  T.  Ferrie,  of  Edinburgh,  has  bought  the 
business  at  58  North  Street,  Bo'ness,  recently  carried  on  by 
Mr.  W.  Wallace. 

Mr.  Angus  Knight,  A.P.S.,  has  taken  over  the  business 
of  the  late  Mr.  Wm.  Cockshott,  of  Westgate,  Bradford,  the 
oldest-established  pharmacy  in  the  city — -founded  in  1807. 

Mr.  Felix  Pavia,  vanilla  and  gum  merchant  and  importer 
of  Italian  produce,  has  removed  from  136  Fenchurch  Street, 
to  28  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  E.C.,  where  he  will  keep  stock  of  his- 
specialities. 

Messrs.  Dakin  Brothers,  of  87a  Leadenhall  Street, 
have  taken  into  partnership  Mr.  Eugene  Herbert  Nicoll,  who 
has  been  with  them  for  twenty-two  years,  and  during  the 
last  ten  years  as  general  manager. 

Mr.  H.  Helbing,  F.C.S.,  analytical  chemis \  of  63  Queen 
Victoria  Street,  has  taken  into  partnership  Dr.  F.  W.  Pass- 
more,  who  has  been  associated  with  him  for  about  six  year*,, 
and  has  had  joint  control  of  his  laboratory.  The  firm  will 
have  the  style  of  Helbing  &  Passmore. 

Messrs.  Willows,  Francis  &  Butler,  of  101  High 
Holborn,  and  Messrs.  Henry  Ayscough  Thompson  &  Son,  of 
22  Worship  Street,  E.C.,  amalgamate  their  businesses  as  from 
January  1,  1898,  and  will  trade  under  the  style  of  Willows 
Francis  Butler  and  Ayscough  Thompson,  «t  the  address  of 
the  first  named  firm. 

Mr.  G.  S.  Mum  ford,  of  the  Newcastle  Granary  and  Mills,. 
Farringdon  Road,  E.C.,  announces  that  on  January  1,  1898, 
he  takes  two  of  his  sons,  Edward  Selby  Mumford  and 
Sydney  Mumford,  into  partnership  with  him,  and  that  in 
future  the  business  will  be  carried  on  under  the  style  of 
G.  S.  Mumford  &  Sons. 

Mr.  Theodor  Schneider,  53  Leadenhall  Street,  an- 
nounces that  the  business  of  Messrs.  Stolterfoht  &  Hagan  in, 
Hongkong,  which  he  has  represented  on  this  side  for  the 
last  sixteen  years,  has  been  taken  over  by  Messrs.  Lauts,. 
Wegener  &  Co.,  of  Hongkong  and  Canton,  for  whom  he  will- 
act  as  general  agent  for  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  new  premises  in  which  Messrs.  Taylor  &  Brown  will 
carry  on  their  business  at  Bedford,  as  announced  last  week, 
are  lighted  throughout  with  electricity,  and  include  a  com- 
modious laboratory  at  the  rear.  Handsome  windows  have 
been  provided,  the  drawers  and  bottles  have  received  labels, 
and  all  poisons  are  in  actinic  green  bottles  with  red  labels. 

Zulu  Belle  (at  a  Kimberley  pharmacy) :  "  Say,  boss,  m& 
have  one  box  them  pinky  pills  for  pale  peop'e  ' 
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in  bottles  to  retail  at 

Sd.,     X/-,     and  25/6. 

&  99 


AND  OTHER 


DISINFECTANTS 

SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Patent) 

6d.,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 
PRESERVED  PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 
(Patent). 

MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED   DESTROYER,  &c.  &c. 

THE  SANiTAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON. 

and  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  YORK. 


Mi  W  E.GAR 


Peter  Moller's 

$2&roa^I-frcc  §o&-<£uicr 

Does  not  "  Repeat."  Well  Advertised. 

Recommended  by  Doctors.  In  P.A.T.A.  List. 

OF  ALL  THE  WHOLESALE  HOUSES, 
or" 

PETER    MOLLER,  43  SNOW    HILL,   LONDON,  EC. 


fi*  Ladies  ^jlPlLIiS 


For  Female  Irregularities,  &c. 

Price  4/6- 


PROPRIETOR- 


MARTIN,  Pham.  Chemist,  SOUTHAMPTON. 

WHOLESALE— 

Edwards,  Sanger,  Barclay,  Sutton,  and  Butler  &  Crispe. 


Ics-.  mumfo: 


FARRINGDON    ROAD,    LONDON,  E.C. 


Mo.  1  Finest  Pore 

CRUSHED  LINSEED 


No.  a  Pore 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 


"14/  *  I- 


BK8T 

CLEANED  LINSEED 


"Fa  1  FtneBt  Pare 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 


IE  /  *  B  No.  2  Pare 

it  I  cwt.glpRECIPITATED  CHALK 


No.  3  Pare 
FULLER'S  EARTH 


Pare 
LIQUORICE 


16/, 


Finest  Pare 
STARCH  POWDER 


Cwt.fiPRECIPITATED  CHALK 


25/ 


21/  * 


15/, 


12/, 


/10 


"WHITE  EARTH 
Specially  prepared  for 
[[MTollet  purposes. 


Flneat  Pure 
TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 


Best  Pare 
ARROWROOT 


ALTED  MILK 

FOR 

imfmmim  &  Invalid** 

34   FARRINGDON  ROAD,  E.C. 


AND  THE 

NE  W   PMA  RMA  COPCEIA . 
See  Diary,  1898,  pages  21,  22,  23  and  24. 


9>  OABKIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  300  miles  of  London  (or  J 
allowance  made  (or  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  112  lbs.  and  i 
upwards  of  above  articled.  Smaller  paroels  delivered  tree  on  rail  London  | 
M  above  prloes. 


SOME    MARKET     CHANGES    OF  1897. 

One  of  the  principal  events  in  the  chemical-market  of  1896 
was  the  breakdown  in  bismuth,  which  fell  to  less  than 
half  the  price  at  which  it  had  stood  for  many  years.  Early 
in  January  the  British  manufacturers  of  bismuth-salts  agreed 
upon  a  new  scale  of  prices  under  which  B.P.  carbonate  of 
bismuth  in  1-cwt.  lots  was  listed  at  3.s.  8kd.  per  lb.,  a  figure 
never  known  before.  On  January  25,  however,  the  bismuth 
convention,  having  succeeded  in  temporarily  driving  their 
opponents  from  the  field,  again  raised  their  bismuth-quota- 
tion to  5x.  per  lb.,  at  which  it  has  since  remained,  all  the 
bismuth-salts  being  advanced  in  proportion.  On  April  28, 
the  iodine  convention  were  compelled,  through  the  increase 
of  '•  outside  "  offerings  of  crude  iodine,  to  reduce  their  quota- 
tion from  9d.  to  Ihl.  per  oz.  Iodides  naturally  followed  suit. 
The  fact  that,  in  sp'its  of  the  notoriously  precarious  condition 
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of  the  iodine  industry,  the  syndicate  have  found  it  possible 
to  maintain  their  position  at  the  slight  reduction  referred  to 
speaks  well  for  the  ability  with  which  the  iodine-ring  is  led. 
It  is  safe  to  say  that  when  the  drop  to  1\A.  per  oz.  was 
announced,  almost  everybody  interested  in  the  drug  looked 
upon  it  as  the  prelude  to  a  complete  breakdown.  The  future, 
however,  is  far  from  bright.  Fresh  opposition  is  threatened 
from  many  quarters,  and  quite  lately  the  syndicate  have 
found  themselves  compelled  to  deny  an  alleged  rumour  that 
their  stock  of  iodine  had  become  very  small.  Only  the  hope 
of  staving  off  would-be  competitors  can  account  for  an  open 
admission  that  the  syndicate's  supplies  are  ample :  too 
much  so,  in  fact,  for  the  combination  hold  enough  for  three 
years' consumption.  In  connection  with  this  article  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  in  Japan  the  iodine  industry  is  assum- 
ing considerable  proportions. 

The  year  has  passed  without  any  great  excitement  in  the 
camphor-market.  The  closing  prices  of  that  drug  are  almost 
the  same  as  those  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  On  February 
19  the  City  of  London  Trading  Syndicate  (Limited)  was 
registered  as  a  company  with  a  capital  of  50,00(H.  Its 
directors  are  gentlemen  prominently  associated  with  the  old 
Col.  North  Camphor  Syndicate.  But  up  to  the  present  the 
company  has  not  made  itself  felt  in  the  camphor-market- 
There  have  been  complaints  lately  of  the  unsatisfactory 
quality  of  the  crude  gum  sent  to  our  markets  from  Japan, 
and  the  suggestion  has  been  made  that  contracts  should  be 
made  on  the  basis  that  all  impurities  in  excess  of  5  per  cent,  in 
Japanese  and  7  per  cent,  in  Formosa  camphor  should  be  allowed. 

In  the  quinine-market  1897  will  be  known  as  the  year 
when  "  the  turn  "  came^that  has  been  so  long  looked  for.  At 
the  Amsterdam  sales  in  January  of  this  year  the  lowest 
unit  on  record  (2T2c.  per  half-kilo.)  was  reached.  At  that 
time  bulk  quinine  was  worth  9d.  per  oz.  From  January  on- 
wards the  bark-unit  began  to  improve,  but  quinine  continued 
to  decline  for  some  months.  In  September,  however,  after 
a  unit  of  6  27c.  had  been  reached  at  Amsterdam, 
the  tide  turned  with  a  vengeance,  and  quinine 
rose  from  9|<Z.  to  12jd  per  oz.  Since  then  the  unit  has 
reached  7.90j.  (in  November),  and  quinine  has  advanced  to 
Is.  3d.  per  oz.  in  second-hand.  But  so  heavy  were  the  quan- 
tities of  bark  thrown  upon  the  market  at  Amsterdam  that 
at  the  December  auctions  the  unit  dropped  to  7.00c,  and  at 
the  present  time  quinine  can  again  be  bought  in  Mincing 
Lane  at  12±d.  per  oz.  To  form  an  idea  of  the  quantities  of 
quinine  that  are  passed  through  the  manufacturers'  hands,  it 
will  suffice  to  state  that  the  bark  offered  at  this  month's 
sales  in  Amsterdam  represented  1,462,011  oz.  of  sulphate  of 
quinine.  The  future  of  the  article  appears  to  be  fairly 
hopeful.  The  cinchona-shipments  from  Java  for  the  eleven 
months  ending  November  30  were  3,890,000  kilos.,  against 
4,594,500,  4,098,650,  4,193,350,  and  3,475,500  kilos,  in  the 
same  periods  of  1896,  1895,  1894,  and  1893  respectively. 

The  principal  other  price-fluctuations  in  the  market  in  fine 
chemicals  are  the  breakdown  in  caffeine,  which  we  an- 
nounced recently,  and  that  in  cocaine,  which  took  place 
in  the  summer,  when  the  hydrochlorate  salt  reached  the 
unheard-of  price  of  8s.  6d.  per  oz.  Since  that  time 
however,  there  has  been  a  not  inconsiderable  improvement, 
Cumarin  and  heliotropin  have  declined  on  account  of  over- 
production. Vanillin  was  offered  at  one  time  at  3s.  5d.  per 
oz.  from  the  same  cause.  The  price  of  snlphonal  was  almost 
halved  in  April,  and  pilocarpine  has  undergone  a  like 
reduction.  Phenacetin  also  remains  extremely  cheap.  There 
has  been  an  improvement  in  mercurials,  and  a  strong  ad- 
vance in  atropine,  while  morphia  calls  for  little  remark,  and 
glycerine  is  again  lower.  Lithia  has  just  been  advanced 
considerably. 


In  the  department  of  heavy  chemicals  we  have  to  record 
few  changes.  Borax  and  boracic  acid  have  given  way  still 
further.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  cf  activity  in  citric 
and  tartaric  acids  during  the  summer  months,  and  sales  of 
carbolic  have  been  heavy  all  through  the  year,  while  the 
price  has  shown  a  firmer  tendency.  Some  months  ago  com- 
petition reduced  the  price  of  cyanide  of  potassium  below 
the  margin  of  profit,  but  lately  there  has  been  a  strong 
reaction.  Arsenic  has  become  more  plentiful  and  cheaper. 
Permanganate  of  potassium  is  also  more  plentiful.  Chlorate 
and  prussiate  are  considerably  cheaper.  There  has  been  a 
heavy  drop  in  benzols,  while  sulphate  of  ammonia  is  dearer. 
Soda  crystals  have  advanced,  but  caustic-soda,  bleaching-, 
powder,  nitrate  of  soda,  and  sulphate  of  copper  all  close  at 
lower  rates. 

A  fairly  satisfactory  tone  has  prevailed  in  the 
drug-market  throughout  the  year,  but  there  has  been 
a  general  |absence  of  sensational  price-fluctuations.  Aloes 
of  various  kinds  close  much  as  they  began  the  year. 
Socotrine  aloes  is  rather  easier.  Balsam  tolu  has  had  a 
period  of  great  scarcity,  but  closes  with  a  more  plentiful 
supply.  Belladonna-root,  gentian,  and  |many  other  conti- 
nental "  botanic  "  drugs  have  been  scarce  and  dear.  There 
has  also  been  a  considerable  scarcity  of  fine  Eastern  gums, 
notably  benzoin  and  dragon's-blood,  and  these  have  realised 
high  prices,  but  common  grades  have  been  plentiful  and 
cheap.  Unusually  high  rates  have  been  paid  for  buchu, 
cardamoms,  and  calumba,  and  ipecacuanha  has  steadily 
tended  higher.  In  January  last  croton-seed  realised  82s. 
per  cwt.,  almost  the  highest  price  on  record.  Castor  oil  has 
generally  been  firm,  but  cod-liver  oil  has  declined  to  less  than 
half  its  value  during  the  year.  Orris  has  also  been  plentiful 
and  cheap.  Vanilla,  on  the  other  hand,  has  realised  higher 
rates  than  for  many  years  past.  Active  speculation  sent  up 
the  price  of  opium  in  the  summer,  chiefly  in  consequence 
of  American  demand.  Peppermint  oils  are  cheaper  than 
they  have  ever  been,  while  cajuput  oil  has  advanced  con- 
siderably, and  oil  of  lemongrass  has  more  than  trebled  in 
price. 


DO  CHEMISTS  WANT  MORE  PROFIT? 

A  GOOD  deal  of  interest  and  some  significance  is  associated 
with  the  announcement  published  this  week  by  the  Sauitas 
Company  as  the  outcome  of  the  invitation  they  issued  re- 
cently for  the  advice  of  the  trade  in  regard  to  the  protection 
of  the  profits  of  their  articles.  In  the  result  they  do  not, 
for  the  moment  at  least,  adopt  the  advice  tendered  to  them 
by  the  trade,  or  rather  by  the  majority  of  those  who  re- 
sponded to  their  invitation.  This  is  not  the  feature  of  the 
event  to  which  we  especially  direct  attention.  In  the 
advertisement  of  the  company,  and  in  the  remarks  which  the 
managing  director  made  to  our  representative,  good  reasons 
are  given  for  the  course  taken,  and  it  will  be  conceded  that 
they  must  be  the  best  judges  of  what  is  wise  to  do  in  such  a 
matter,  the  importance  of  which  to  the  manufacturer  is 
perhaps  not  always  realised  by  the  retailer. 

The  first  consideration  that  strikes  us  in  this  connection  is 
the  indirect  influence  which  the  P.A.T.A.  has  exercised.  If 
that  movement  has  failed  as  completely  as  Mr.  Day  says  it 
has,  it  has  at  least  had  this  effect :  it  has  given  articulate 
voice  to  a  very  general  and  a  growing  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  trade  in  regard  to  proprietary  articles.  Isolated 
chemists  everywhere  have  been  complaining  of  this  trade. 
They  found  that  they  must  either  allow  themselves  to  be 
undersold,  and  thus  branded  with  a  character  for  extortion, 
or  they  must  lend  their  costly-fitted  pharmacies,  their  highly- 
priced  education,  and  their  corporate  reputation,  won  by 
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many  long  years  of  honourable  trading,  to  persons  in  whom 
they  can  have  no  interest,  for  no  remuneration. 

"  I  sell  all  proprietary  goods  at  Shoolbred's  list-price,"  said 
a  high-class  London  pharmacist  to  us  last  week.  "  But  I 
don't  sell  many.  On  Eno's  salt  I  lose  about  lkd.  every  time 
I  make  a  sale.  But  I  am  often  out  of  stock  of  that  particular 
article." 

It  is  for  Mr.  Eno  to  judge  how  such  a  state  of  things  affects 
Lira.  Hundreds  of  pharmacists,  all  of  whom  can  make  a 
very  good  saline,  are  adopting  the  policy  of  the  gentleman 
who  spoke  to  us  to-day.  Perhaps  before  the  end  of  the  year 
thousands  will.  Meanwhile,  the  stores  and  the  big  cutters 
are  getting  what  glory  they  can  by  selling  Eno's  salt  at  cost- 
price  or  a  shade  over.  They  are  large  buyers,  no  doubt,  but 
they  cannot  counteract  the  effect  of  the  quiet  animosity 
which  naturally  pervades  the  whole  body  of  chemists.  Nor 
do  they  pay  dividends  out  of  such  business  as  this.  And,  as 
.a  correspondent  once  asked  in  our  correspondence  columns, 
'•  What  price  a  proprietary  medicine  which,  it  may  be  said,  is 
.sold  by  no  respectable  chemist  ?  " 

We  are  not  selecting  Eno's  fruit-salt  in  this  illustration  for 
any  spejial  reason.  It  happened  to  be  Ihe  article  mentioned 
to  us     But  the  argument  applies  to  all  proprietaries. 

Another  evidence  of  the  indirect  influence  of  the  P.A.T.A. 
movement  is  the  amiable  willingness  of  ihe  cutters  to  agree 
direct  with  the  proprietors  on  terms  of  sale.  They  have 
always  been  wil.ing,  they  say.    Oh  ! 

One  thing  suggested  by  the  Sanitas  inquiry  is  whether 
the  P.A.T.A.  is  quite  wise  in  declaring  war  on  private 
arrangements  between  manufacturers  and  retailers.  It  is 
conceivable  that  many  manufacturers  might  be  willing  and 
anxious  to  ensure  a  profit  to  retailers  but  are  a  little  reluc- 
tant to  bind  themselves  to  work  in  association  with  a  lot  of 
obscure  concerns  of  whom  they  have  never  before  heard. 
And  this  leads  to  the  question  whether  the  P.A.T.A.  would 
not  be  stronger  if  it  were  an  association  of  the  few  well- 
known  articles  rather  than  the  heterogeneous  collection  of  a 
hundred  or  more  articles  which  are  trying  to  advertise  them- 
selves into  notice.  Several  years  before  the  P.A.T.A.  was 
organised  Mr.  Elliman  invited  in  this  journal  the  co-opera- 
tion of  other  proprietors  with  himself  on  exactly  the  P.A.T.A. 
•hasis.  He  had  offers  at  the  time  from  a  few  small  affairs, 
but  they  were  not  important  enough.  The  question  is 
whether  it  might  not  be  more  effective  for  the  P.A.T.A.  to  be 
particular  as  to  the  selection  of  its  associates. 

But  the  most  important  consideration  which  this  occurrence 
suggests  is  the  indifference  of  the  vast  majority  of 
chemists  to  their  direct  interests.  The  Sanitas  Company 
may  well  assume  that  the  nine-tenths  of  the  trade  who  gave 
them  no  sort  of  indication  of  their  views  are  content  with 
■things  as  they  are.  It  should  have  been  remembered  that 
not  only  was  the  profit  on  these  specialities  concerned,  but 
that  the  moral  effect  of  getting  the  Sanitas  Company  into 
line  would  have  been  considerable  on  other  manufacturers. 


LOOK    TO   THE    CHINESE  MARKETS. 

In  our  issue  of  October  2,  1897,  we  gave  particulars  of  a 
book  containing  suitable  designs  for  labels  and  trade-marks 
to  be  used  on  European  goods  intended  for  the  Chinese 
market.  The  book  referred  to  was  the  work  of  Mr.  Charles 
Gardner,  H.M.  Consul  at  Amoy,  in  Southern  China,  a  gen- 
llsmnn  who  has  lived  in  China  for  thirty-six  years,  and 
who  knows  as  much  about  the  country  as  one  of  Western 
birth  can  krow.  Since  we  published  that  article  many 
things  have  happened  in  ChiDa.  The  German  Emperor's 
Only  Brother,  he  of  the  Mailed  Hand,  is  on  the  way  thither 
to  preach  the  Gospel  of  his  exalted  relative,  and  other  Great 
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Powers  are  looking  for  favourable  opportunities  to  secure  for 
themselves  some  morsels  of  the  Empire  they  think  is  crum- 
bling away.  That  culmination  is  probably  much  further  off 
than  is  generally  assumed,  but  there  are  many  indications 
that  before  long  China  will  be  thrown  open  to  the  world's 
commerce,  much  as  Japan  was  twenty-six  years  ago.  When 
that  happens,  the  chief  political  influences  in  the  rich 
southern  part  of  the  country,  where  Amoy  is  situated,  will 
be  British  or  French,  and  it  is,  therefore,  desirable  that  our 
merchants  should  begin,  in  good  time,  to  pay  serious  atten- 
tion to  the  possibilities  of  this  great  market. 

Consul  Gardner,  in  a  long  letter  on  the  subject  of  the 
trade  in  Southern  China,  which  he  has  addressed  to  us, 
emphasises  his  conviction  that  there  is  a  vast  field  in  China 
for  pushing  the  British  drug-trade  : — 

"  What  British  manufacturers  chiefly  require  (he  says)  is 
to  know  the  agents  in  China  most  competent  and  most 
willing  to  push  their  goods.  The  first  thing  is  to  find  out 
the  names  of  the  drug-houses  in  China.  Next,  they  must 
decide  with  which  of  these  dealers  they  will  do  business. 
This  is  the  most  important  step,  and  one  in  which  a  consul 
can  give  little  or  no  help,  because  he  must  not  use  his 
official  position  to  help  individuals  unduly  by  recommend- 
ing them.  The  wisest  course  would  be  to  send  an  agent 
to  China  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  various 
firms. 

"  Besides  sending  such  an  agent  or  traveller  to  China,  the 
manufacturing-chemist  should  make  a  preliminary  study  of 
several  points  :  — 

"  (1)  The  geography  of  China  with  the  situation  of  the 
principal  towns,  their  population,  the  cost  of  conveying 
goods  to  them,  the  duties  and  inland  taxe*. 

"  (2)  The  diseases  most  generally  rife.  Probably  the 
drugs  most  universally  in  demand  in  China  are  tonics,  and 
this  not  only  because  in  China,  as  all  the  world  over, 
many  aged  p  rsons  want  to  renew  their  youth  ;  but  also 
because  the  Chinese,  as  a  rule,  live  on  low  diet  and  are 
specially  apt  to  fall  below  par,  and  need  '  pick-ups.'  Next 
to  tonics  come  specifics  against  low  malarial  fever,  which, 
owing  to  want  of  drainage  and  sanitary  arrangements, 
is  rife  all  through  China. 

"  (3)  The  nature  of  the  customers.  Everyone  of  the 
millions  of  Chinese  has  faith  in  medicine,  but  only  a  few 
thousands  can  afford  expensive  drugs.  Hence  two  classes 
of  medicines  are  required :  expensive  and  cheap  ones.  The 
compressed  tablets  at  present  sent  to  China  can  only  be 
bought  by  the  rich  ;  quinine  also  is  too  expensive  for  the 
majority,  and  in  China  more  even  than  in  Europe,  big 
fortunes  are  to  be  made  by  catering  for  the  poor.  A  cheaper 
tonic  than  ginseng  or  than  compressed  tablets  of  strychnine 
or  arsenic  is  required,  and  a  cheaper  specific  against  fever 
than  quinine.  Probably,  next  to  febrifuges  and  tonics, 
skin-ointments  would  sell  best— say  some  preparation  of 
zinc  or  lead,  but  it  must  be  cheap. 

(4)  Medicines  should  be  widely  advertised  by  posters,  but 
the  posters  in  use  at  home  would  be  wasted  on  the 
Chinese.  Wall-space  is  free  in  China;  ihe  cost  of  b'ocks, 
paper,  and  work  is  but  small.  Here,  again,  the  work  should 
be  done  by  an  agent.  A  smart  traveller  sent  from  home,  by 
usdsg  his  eyes  would  soon  find  out  what  sort  of  posters  are 
liked  by  the  Chinese,  only  the  traveller  should  not  be  too 
sharp  nor  endeavour  to  improve  on  what  he  sees.  If  he  dv  es 
he  will  make  a  muddle  of  it,  and  come  to  grief. 

(5)  It  is  essential  that  a  trade-mark  should  be  selected 
which  cannot  be  easily  forged.  Berden's  milk  once  had  a 
splendid  sale  in  China,  but  the  Japanese  imitated  the 
trade-mark,  made  similar  tins,  which  they  filled  with 
rubbish  and  offered  for  less  than  half  the  price  of  the 
genuine  article.  Small  dealers  in  China  bought  and  dis- 
tributed it.  The  Japanese  fraud  quite  destroyed  the  credit 
of  Berden's  milk.  In  the  same  way,  guano  would  have  had  a 
good  sale,  had  not  its  name  been  ruined  by  spurious  imita- 
tions. The  bottles,  boxes  and  packages  containing  the 
medicines  should  be  made  by  machinery  in  such  away  as 
to  render  hand  imitations  difficult,  and  so  that  when  their 
CO'  ^nts  have  been  consumed  they  cannot  be  refilled  with 
spurious  contents  without  detection. 
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(6)  As  a  rule  the  poorer  Chinese  don't  object  to  medicines 
■smelling  or  tasting  nasty,  nor  to  strong  remedies,  but  an 
important  point  to  be  observed  is  that  the  Chinese  are  very 
amenable  to  drugs,  and  require  a  smaller  dose  than 
Europeans.  Some  of  our  manufacturers  of  compressed 
tablets  have  grasped  this  fact,  and  put  up  quinine  tablets  to 
contain  3  to  5  gr.,  and  other  tablets  contain  arsenic, 
strychnine,  copaiba,  opium,  &c,  in  smaller  doses  than  would 
be  required  for  adult  Europeans.  As  to  the  form  of 
medicines  the  Chinese  are  quite  willing  to  take  either 
draughts,  powders,  or  pills.  The  objection  to  draughts  is  the 
•expense  of  bottles,  to  powders  that  they  cake  in  damp 
weather.  Pills,  globules,  lozenges,  and  compressed  tablets 
are  probably  the  forms  which  would  prove  most  profitable. 

(7)  Finally,  my  advice  to  our  chemical  manufacturers  is  : 
•Combine  together  and  send  out  one  or  two  clever  travellers 
who  will  travel  through  the  country,  push  your  wares,  and 
.give  you  the  benefit  of  the  information  they  obtain. 

The  consuls,  Mr.  Gardner  continues,  are  chokeful  of  infor- 
mation, and  write  voluminous  trade  reports.  Unfortunately, 
we  do  not  know  which  part  of  our  information  is  useful, 
which  useless,  and  traders  have  not  the  time  to  sift  our 
wheat  from  our  chaff.  What  is  wanted  is  for  business  men 
<to  come  here  and  see  for  themselves,  and  interview  consuls, 
•and  suck  their  brains.  Personally,  they  would  find  us  all 
very  ready  to  give  our  traders  all  the  information  in  our 
power.  Our  difficulty  is  we  do  not  know  what  information 
they  want.  I  would  suggest  that  wholesale  druggists 
interested  in  the  Chinese  trade  should  draw  up  an  inquiry 
paper  and  send  it  to  us  through  the  Foreign  Office. 

Manufacturers  who  are  content  with  slowly  developing 
their  trade  in  China  can  confine  their  attention  to  three 
spots.  Singapore,  Hongkong,  and  Shanghai. 

Singapore  is  the  commercial  centre  of  the  Straits  Settle- 
aaents.  It  is  a  free  port,  and  is  resorted  to  by  some  two 
million  of  Chinese,  of  whom  about  150,000  return  to  the 
Kwangtung  and  Fokien  provinces  of  China  every  year. 
These  men  generally  bring  back  with  them  in  their  baggage 
for  sale  to  their  clansmen  at  home  quantities  of  small  goods 
such  as  needles,  socks,  hinges,  locks,  and  medicines.  Hence 
a  manufacturer  of  drugs,  whose  goods  have  gained  a  good 
name  among  ^the  ^Chinese  of  Singapore,  will  not  only  have 
got  a  standing  in  the  Singapore  market,  but  also  an  indirect 
introduction  to  such  parts  of  the  Kwangtung  and  Fokien 
■provinces  as  send  immigrants  to  the  Straits,  Java,  &c. 

Hong  Kong  is  the  commercial  centre  of  Southern  China. 
St  is  there  that  all  the  retail-dealers  of  the  South — specially 
■of  Canton,  Swatow,  Chao  Chow,  Amoy,  &c,  even  as  far 
iaorth  as  Foochow — purchase  their  stocks. 

Shanghai  is  the  permanent  centre  of  North  and  Mid 
China,  where  the  retail  dealers  of  the  north  and  middle 
provinces  purchase  their  stores — from  Weuchow  and  Ningpo 
in  the  South,  all  along  the  Yangtze  Kiver  as  far  as  the 
Szechua  province ;  and  north  as  far  as  Chefoo,  Tientsin, 
Peking,  and  Newchwang.  Hong  Kong  and  Shanghai  are, 
therefore,  important  centres  for  agencies. 

Permanent  exhibitions  at  Singapore,  Hong  Kong,  and 
Shanghai  would  be  useful.  Druggists  might  take  one  or 
more  stalls  together  there  so  as  to  lessen  the  outlay. 

Once  a  manufacturer  of  drugs  has  obtained  a  foothold 
there  will  not  be  much  difficulty  in  extending  the  business. 
Pretty  almanacks  (Chinese  calendar,  of  course),  with  Chinese 
advertisements,  will  be  gladly  accepted  by  Chinese  retail- 
dealers,  hung  in  conspicuous  places  in  their  shops,  and  freely 
read  and  talked  about  by  customers. 


STAMPING  METRIC  WEIGHTS. 

We  have  teen  asked  whether  metric  weights  and  measures, 
es  authorised  by  the  Act  of  1897,  can  yet  be  obtained  duly 
stamped.  We  have  put  this  question  to  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son 
&  Thompson,  and  they  in  turn  have  applied  to  the  City 
office  of  weights  and  measures  at  the  Guildhall.  The  Chief 
Inspector  there  reports  that  he  will  noi  be  prepared  to  verify 
and  stamp  such  weights  and  measures  until  the  Order  in 
Council  mentioned  in  the  Act  in  reference  to  making  a  table 
of  metric  equivalents,  &c,  has  been  issued.  When  this  has 
1  een  done  and  the  Board  of  Trade  have  received  the  necessf 
certified  standards  (which  have  been  ordered)  the  stamping 


can  bs  effected.  Meanwhile  we  suppose  those  who  desire  to 
use  metric  weights  and  measures  must  use  unstamped  ones. 

OUR  CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  correspondence  section  of  The  Chemist  and  Deurgist 
is  a  great  trouble  to  us,  but  we  are  very  proud  of  it.  It  is 
the  outward  and  visible  evidence  of  the  live  interest  that 
chemists  take  in  this  journal.  No  other  trade  journal  in  the 
world  that  we  know  of  has  anything  like  it.  During 
1897  we  published  some  500  letters  on  various  topics 
scientific,  trade,  social,  and  controversial ;  and  these  are 
exclusive  of  several  thousands  of  replies  which  have  been 
printed  to  correspondents  on  dispensing,  legal,  and  miscel- 
laneous subjects.  Many  of  the  answers  involve  much  labour, 
and  not  unfrequently  the  amount  of  a  subscription  is  spent 
in  giving  a  reply  to  an  inquiry  which,  perhaps,  does  not 
occupy  more  than  four  or  five  lines.  The  only  reason  for  such 
expenditure  can  be  not  the  individual  but  the  general  interest 
involved,  a  consideration  which  is  not  always  duly  remem- 
bered. The  subjects  discussed  by  letters  in  the  course  of  the 
year  have  been  of  a  very  varied  character,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
appended  imperfect  list : — Purity  tests  of  otto  of  rose,  assis 
tants  in  India,  Irish  examinations,  drug-brokers  as  arbitrators, 
celandine,  a  Russian  cancer-cure,  anti-flea  perfume,  London 
dock-charges,  costumes  for  lady  pharmacists,  Riga  balsam, 
essential  oils,  glob.  Gascoign.,  the  new  by-laws,  Irish  poor-law 
contracts,  the  Zd.  booking-fee,  the  syphon-trade,  company- 
pharmacy  in  Ireland,  Winchester  weights  and  measures, 
fatal  accidents  underchloroform,  pituri,  the  drug-trade  in  1837 
the  Dentists  Act,  old-time  pharmacy,  the  sale  of  poisons  in 
France,  the  sale  of  ndecent  articles,  the  history  of  anes- 
thetics, Irish  dri  ggis's  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
poor-law  dispensers,  chemists'  fire-insurance,  suppositories 
the  surgical-instrument  business  in  Canada,  hospital  dis 
pensing,  the  still-licence,  and  (very  largely)  the  methods  of 
the  P.A.T.A. 

"A  SAFE  DOMESTIC  RECIPE." 

To  Polish  Oak  Floors. — To  any  quantity  of  wax  add  benzo- 
line  in  the  proportion  of  one  glassful  to  every  ounce  of  wax.  Take 
a  large  paint-brush  and  brush  the  mixture  over  the  floor,  and 
when  it  is  dry  (which  will  be  in  less  than  half  an  hour)  polish 
with  a  brush. 

This  terrible  prescription  is  going  the  rounds  of  snippity  and 
other  papers  just  now,  and  the  editors  should  be  thankful 
that  oak  floors  are  not  a  common  possession,  and  that  people 
who  have  them  rarely  require  to  be  told  what  to  do  with 
them.  Were  it  otherwise  we  should  have  before  now  had  to 
record  a  few  disastrous  explosions  arising  from  the  polish. 

" PEBBLES   OF  THE  BROOK." 

Sir  William  H.  Broadbent,  M.D.,  communicates  an  in- 
teresting and  instructive  article  to  the  Practitioner  on 
"  Dilatation  of  the  Stomach,"  in  which  the  causes, 
symptoms,  diagnosis,  and  treatment  of  the  disorder  are 
successively  treated.  The  article  is  too  long  to  quote  and 
too  good  to  condense,  so  we  refer  those  specially  interested 
to  the  original,  but  we  cannot  resist  quoting  the  following 
passage.  Sir  William  is  describing  the  discomfort  which 
arises  from  gaseous  distension  of  the  stomach  after  retiring 
to  bed  ;  and  he  goes  on  to  say  : — 

The  gas  and  acid  evolved  reach  an  amount  which  is  inconsistent 
with  sleep.  How  little  this  residuum  may  be  was  amusingly 
illustrated  by  a  personal  experience  related  to  me  by  an  eminent 
professor  of  chemistry,  next  to  whom  I  once  sat  at  dinner.  He 
spoke  of  publishing  it  under  the  title  of  "Pebbles  of  the  Brook.  ' 
He  was  an  old  dyspeptic,  and  had  learnt  to  relieve  himself  by  the 
stomach-tube,  to  which  he  frequently  had  recourse,  especially  at 
bedtime,  to  ensure  a  good  night's  rest.  At  length  this  expedient 
failed  him,  and  he  began  to  dread  the  broken  sleep  from  which  lie 
had  been  delivered.  One  night,  when  aroused  by  the  distension, 
notwithstanding  the  use  of  the  tube,  before  returning  to  bed,  he 
determined  to  wash  out  the  stomach  once  more,  and  to  do  it  very 
thoroughly.  He  therefore  introduced  the  fluid  with  a  consider- 
able degree  of  force ;  it  returned  comparatively  clear,  but  bring- 
ing with  it  a  number  of  heavy  sssds,  which  he  had  taken  so:ue 
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time  previously.  From  tliis  time  lie  had  no  return  of  the  incon- 
venience. The  moisture  and  organisms  contained  in  the  seeds 
had  apparently  heen  sufficient  to  generate  the  gas  which  had 
disturbed  his  rest.  Particles  of  bran  from  brown  bread  may 
linger  for  a  long  time  in  the  stomach  and  play  the  same  part  as 
the  seeds. 

We  fancy  we  know  that  professor,  and  that  a  few  hundred 
pharmacists  were  present  when  the  "  Pebbles  of  the  Brook  " 
were  spoken  of. 

THE  NEGRO  IN  PHARMACY. 

The  Druggists'  Circular  prints  an  interesting  article  on  the 
growth  of  the  negro  section  of  American  pharmacy.  The 
number  of  black  men  in  the  trade  out  there  is  not  large,  but 
it  is  a  distinct  section,  because,  as  the  Circular  puts  it — • 

there  is  a  most  decided  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 
American  citizen  to  meeting  the  "brother  in  black"  in  the  close 
and  sometimes  confidential  relations  which  exist  between  druggists 
and  their  patrons,  there  is  no  question;  and  there  are  few,  if  any, 
now  left  who  will  pretend  to  say  that  this  is  not  true  in  portions 
of  the  country  cut  off  by  imaginary  geographical  lines  from  other 
portions  in  which  it  is  true. 

Tn  spite  of  the  prejudice  against  them  in  the  United  States 
black  men  do  go  into  pharmacy,  and  there  are  now  three 
colleges  of  pharmacy  intended  exclusively  for  negroes.  Both 
m?n  and  women  graduate  from  them,  but  not  many,  the 
Meharry  UniversUv  having  pissed  34  only  since  it  was 
established  in  1333.  There  would  have  been  more  were  it 
not  for  the  fact  that  coloured  people  prefer  J  medicine  to 
pharmacy. 


|Totc  on  ibc  ^ssnn  of  (Opium. 

By  B.  S.  Peoctob. 


AT  the  time  of  the  first  appearance  of  "Testing"  I  was  not 
prepared  to  suggest  any  modification  of  the  B.P.  process, 
but  since  then  I  have  seen  reason  to  seek  escape  from  one  or 
two  points  which  appear  to  be  clumsy.  It  is  an  undesirable 
operation  to  have  to  decant  ether  from  the  surface  of  water, 
and  it  is  undesirable  to  have  to  use  a  flask  in  which  to  throw 
down  a  precipitate,  especially  such  a  precipitate  as  morphia, 
prone  to  adhere  to  the  sides  of  the  vessel ;  we  may  reasonably 
desire  to  avoid  the  precipitation  of  the  morphia  in  the  presence 
of  the  two  fluids,  if  this  can  be  done  without  introducing 
other  difficulties  or  disadvantages.  Pharmaceutical  ex- 
perience might  suggesf  the  imperfect  extraction  of  the  marc 
in  the  time  allowed,  but  I  have  found  no  reason  to  dispute  its 
sufficiency.  The  quantity  of  filtrate  required  to  represent 
100  gr.  of  opium,  there  having  been  140  gr.  taken  and 
1,400  gr.  of  water  added,  is  open  to  question,  and  no 
doubt  liable  to  a  small  variation.  But  the  error  can  only  be 
small,  and  the  ratio  may  readily  be  accepted  as  an  official 
standard.  Presuming  that  all  the  soluble  matters  of  the 
opium  have  gone  into  solution  the  total  fluid  will  be  water 
plus  the  soluble  portion  of  the  opium,  a  quantity  not  quite 
constant,  but  approximately  70  gr.,  but  the  density  of  this 
extractive  baing  greater  than  that  of  water,  the  bulk  of  the 
solution  will  not  be  the  same  as  an  equal  weight  of  water. 

The  volume  of  1,400  gr.  of  water  plus  70  gr.  of  extract 
is  estimated  to  be  1,455  gr.  measures,  and  as  this  liquor 
contains  the  soluble  matter  of  140  gr.  of  opium,  1,040 
measures  will  contain  the  morphia,  &c.,  of  100  gr.  of  opium 

Ths  accuracy  of  this  mode  of  assay  depends  upon  the  total 
morphia  being  brought  into  solution,  none  remaining  itn- 
dissolved  in  the  marc ;  and  upon  the  correctness  of  the 
estimate  of  the  1.400  measures  of  water  being  increased  to 
1,456  measures  by  the  amount  of  soluble  matter  it  takes  up. 

Following  the  general  lines  of  the  B.P.,  take  of  dry 
powdered  opium  140  gr.,  rub  it  in  a  mortar  with  60  gr. 
of  slaked  lime  and  400  gr.  of  water  till  thoroughly  divided 


and  a  smooth,  pulpy  condition  obtained,  then  add  1,000  gr. 
of  water,  rub  again  occasionally  during  half  an  hour,  and 
pour  it  upon  a  paper  filter  3  or  4  inches  in  diameter,  and 
collect  the  filtrate  till  it  amounts  to  exactly  1,040  gr. 
measures;  *  to  this  add  2  fl.  dr.  rectified  spirit. 40 gr.  ammonium 
chloride  ;  stir  till  dissolved,  and  set  aside  for  twelve  hours, 
after  which  the  precipitate  (morphia  and  nareotine)  may  bc- 
collected  on  a  filter  which  has  been  previously  dried  and  its- 
weight  noted.  I  prefer  to  effect  precipitation  in  a  vessel 
with  a  wide  top  and  no  shoulder,  as  it  is  so  much  easier  to 
sweep  out  the  precipitate ;  this  should  be  done  by  the  use  of 
an  imperforate  indiarubber  teat  on  the  end  of  a  glass  rod. 
The  whole  of  the  liquor  and  precipitate,  haviDg  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  filter,  it  is  to  be  washed  with  morphiated  water 
(distilled  water  which  has  been  shaken  with  more  morphia 
than  it  can  dissolve,  and  filtered).  When  2  or  3oz.  of  this  has 
passed  through,  and  a  drop  of  the  washings  evaporated  on  a 
slip  of  glass  shows  a  residue  not  appreciably  larger  than  that 
left  by  a  drop  of  the  morphiated  water,  the  filter  may  be 
filled  once  with  pure  distilled  water  drained  and  dried  at 
212°  F.  till  its  weight  is  constant.  This  weight,  minus  the 
weight  of  the  filter,  gives  the  weight  of  morphia  and 
nareotine.  It  is  then  to  be  washed  with  ben2ine  till  a  drop 
leaves  a  negligable  residue,  ■f  This  requires  2  or  3  dr.  of 
benzine  used  in  successive  portions  of  about  20  drops, 
allowing  it  to  drain  between  each  addition.  After  a  second 
drying  the  weight  is  taken  as  morphia,  and  the  difference 
between  this  and  the  previous  weight  as  nareotine. 

The  nareotine  thus  obtained  must  not  be  taken  as  indicating 
the  percentage  in  the  opium  not  yet  in  the  liquor.  Narcotine- 
is  said  to  be  insoluble  in  water,  but  its  solubility  is  so  much 
influenced  by  the  presence  of  the  other  matters  in  solution 
that  its  presence  or  absence  is  uncertain  unless  specially 
provided  for.  Much  may  remain  in  the  opium  marc,  much 
in  the  lime  precipitate,  and  only  a  small  portion  remains  to- 
be  thrown  down  with  the  morphia. 

To  apply  this  assay  to  tincture  of  opium,  not  less  than 
1  oz.  of  the  tincture  should  be  taken,  evaporated  to  2  dr. 
to  get  rid  of  the  spirit,  distilled  water  added  to  make 
up  to  1  oz.  again,  23  gr.  of  slaked  lime  added,  shaken 
for  half  an  hour,  and  5  fl.  dr.  filtered  off.  The  filtrate 
is  to  be  treated  with  1  dr.  of  rectified  spirit,  10  or 
12  gr.  of  ammonium  chloride,  and  the  process  finished  as- 
before.  The  finished  precipitate  gives  the  yield  of  morphia 
from  5  dr.  of  the  tincture. 

An  aqueous  liquor  of  opium  does  not  require  the  evapora- 
tion, and  in  both  these  cases  the  point  requiring  close 
attention  is  that  the  filtrate  from  the  lime  bears  a  strict 
ratio  to  the  original  liquor.  If  the  intended  bulk  of  filtrate 
be  not  readily  obtained,  no  addition  of  water  to  the  contents 
of  the  filter  can  be  allowed,  though  it  would  be  quite  correct 
to  stop  short — say  at  4  dr.  instead  of  5. 

The  quantity  of  an  aqueous  solution  taken  for  assay  should 
be  such  as  is  supposed  to  contain  at  least  3  or  4  gr.  of 
morphia.  The  smaller  the  quantity  taken  the  more  the 
results  are  vitiated  by  small  imperfections  in  the  process. 
The  small  addition  of  spirit  before  precipitation  is  intended 
to  give  the  precipitate  a  more  crystalline  condition,  and  tt> 
diminish  the  colour  carried  down. 


*  To  the  pharmacist  using  ounce  and  minim  measnres,  use  for 
400  gr.  1  fl.  oz.,  and  for  1,000  gr.  use  2  oz.  2  dr.  and  22  mm.,  and 
collect  filtrate  up  to  2  oz.  3  dr.  These  will  give  the  official 
proportions  as  accurately  as  pharmaceutical  measures  are- 
capable  of,  and  of  closer  accuracy  than  is  looked  for  in  the  re- 
sults. 

t  I  am  accustomed  to  comparing  the  residue  of  a  drop  with  the 
scale  of  small  fixed  residues  in  volatile  liquids  described  in  the 
preliminary  chapter  of  my  manual  on  "  Testing,"  and  am  satisfied 
when  it  appears  less  than  xo'jou  %*■ 
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"Reviews  ano  Xitcrar\>  Botes. 


Medi-cam.en.tx  Chi  miqnc-t  Organiqitcs  Inscrits  ait  Supplement 
de  Codex.  Par  H.  Laioux  and  Alex.  Grandval.  Royal 
8vo.    Pp.  xiv  +  285.    Reims,  1897 :  Matot-Braine. 

"  This  book  is  notable  as  containing  one  of  the  last  writings 
of  the  late  Professor  Schiitzenberger,  who  wrote  for  it  an 
appreciative  introduction.  The  Codex  supplement  contains 
a  considerable  number  of  synthetic  and  other  new  chemical 
•compounds,  and  the  purpose  of  the  authors  is  to  explain 
what  these  are,  how  they  are  made,  and  how  they  are  used 
medicinally.  Paraldehyde  is  the  first  medicament  treated, 
then  come  sulphonal,  trional,  bismuth,  and  mercury  salts, 
■thymol,  aristol,  resorcin,  pyrocatechin,  guaiacol,  naphthols, 
several  phenolic  esters,  camphor  derivatives,  various  amides 
(acetanilide,  &c),  analgesin,  hypnol,  terebene  compounds 
■(including,  by  error,  cantharidate  of  potash),  quassia,  stro- 
phanthine, and  the  group  of  alkaloids.  What  particularly 
strikes  us  in  regard  to  the  monographs  is  the  clear  manner 
in  which  the  constitution,  preparation,  and  properties  of  the 
chemicals  are  described.  No  English  writer  appears  to  have 
hit  off  these  points  quite  so  well,  but  that  may  be  a  matter  of 
language.  Although  the  authors  thus  reach  a  high  scientific 
standard,  they  do  not  neglect  the  main  point  so  far  as 
physicians  and  pharmacists  are  concerned,  for  the  sections 
■on  uses  and  methods  of  administration  are  just  as  good. 
Here  are  two  formula;  as  examples  of  what  they  give : — 

A  Beta-naphtlwl  Tablet. 

Beta  naphthol        ...       ...       ...  3j. 

Powdered  rhubarb  ...       ...       ...    gr.  j. 

Extract  of  belladonna       ...       ...    gr.  ^ 

Tincture  of  cinnamon       ...       ...    gtt.  x. 

Mix,  and  make  five  tablets  by  compression. 

St rop hanthin  Granit les, 

Stropltanthin-powder  (Codex  1  per 

cent.*)       ...       ...       ...       ...  1  gramme 

Powdered  sugar  of  milk     ...       ...  3  grammes 

Powdered  acacia     ...       ...       ...  1  gramme 

Simple  ozymel        ...       ...       ...  q.s. 

An  appendix  to  the  volume  contains  descriptions  of 
^alkaloidal  assay-processes  which  have  previously  been 
.published  by  the  authors,  but  deserve  to  be  better  known 
ithan  they  are.  We  can  only  briefly  indicate  the  nature  of  a 
few  of  these — (1)  In  estimating  cocaine  the  amorphous 
alkaloidal  residue  from  ether  is  dissolved  in  aqueous  hydro- 
bromic  acid  and  the  cocaine  precipitated  as  crystalline 
potassium-cocaine  bromide  by  saturation  of  the  solution 
with  potassium  bromide.  (2)  Estimation  of  alkaloids  by 
potassio-mercuric  iodide  :  100  grammes  of  drug  are  mixed 
with  100  c.c.  of  subacetate-of-lead  solution,  and  after  stand- 
ing two  hours  percolated  to  exhaustion  with  water ;  the 
percolate  is  acidified  with  sulphuric  acid,  filtered,  and  the 
filtrate  precipitated  with  potassio-mercuric  iodide.  The 
•alkaloid  is  separated  from  albumin  and  extractive  by  treating 
with  potassium  cyanide  in  excess  (which  forms  iodo- 
cyanide  of  mercury)  and  a  little  soda  to  separate  the 
alkaloid,  which  is  dissolved  out  by  ether  or  other  solvent. 
The  assay  of  caffeine  is  discussed  at  considerable  length,  and 
■extracts  and  tinctures  are  also  dealt  with.  Several  good 
manipulative  hints  are  given. 

Food  Frauds  and  Foods  that  Feed.  Being  an  Exposure  of 
some  Commercial  Shams.  By  C.  Hyatt  Woolf.  London  : 
Simpkiw,  Marshall  k  Co. 

Me.  Woolf  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  having  invented  a 
pleasantly  alliterative  title,  but  why  he  should  have  applied 
ift  to  this  collection  of  appreciations  of  many  proprietary 
foods  which  are  already  so  well  advertised  as  hardly  to  need 
his  aid  is  a  mystery.  There  is  not  a  single  fraud  exposed  in 
the  book.    Every  food  and  drink  and  condiment  commented 


*  StropHantkin  1,  carmine  2A,  and  sugar  of  milk  96^,  well 
'triturated.  This  is  a  type  of  powders  prescribed  by  the  Codex— 
e.g.,  aconitine  and  digitalin.  The  proportions  are  the  same. 
'Triturate  the  strophanthin-powder  carefully  and  long  with  the 
sugar  of  milk;  when  the  colour  is  uniform,  add  the  gum,  mix, 
ijnass,  and  divide  into  100  grammes. 


on  is  of  such  a  high  character  as  to  have  extorted  Mr. 
Woolf's  admiration,  even  though  in  several  instances  ho 
approached  the  examination  of  them  with  a  prejudice 
against  them.  The  reader  is  only  embarrassed  by  the  per- 
fection of  all  the  delicacies  offered  to  him.  Mellin's  food, 
for  example,  is  "all  that  could  be  desired";  Benger's food 
is  one  on  which  "the  most  fastidious  and  debilitated  child 
or  adult  would  thrive";  in  Allen  &  Hanburys'  malted  food 
"the  change  of  starch  into  sugar  by  the  diastatic  method 
has  been  carried  to  just  the  right  pitch."  On  drinks  tho 
author  is  stronger  still,  and  he  is  besides  nobly  catholic. 
Bass's  beer  is  facile  prineeps ;  Bulldog  stout  is  "  one  of 
the  best  that  has  ever  been  offered  to  the  public "  ;  Im- 
perial lager-beer  is  "in  every  way  equal  to  any  1  have 
sampled  abroad";  of  Vi-Cocoa  he  does  "not  hesitate  to 
endorse  what  has  been  claimed  on  its  behalf " ;  Schweppe's 
soda-water  "  is  worthy  of  preference  whenever  it  can  be  ob- 
tained"; Apollinaris  "is  well  calculated  in  every  way  to 
aid  the  human  organism";  Johaunis  gets  every  bit  as  high 
a  certificate;  Montserrat  lime-fruit  juice  should  commend 
itself  to  those  who  have  no  desire  to  partake  of  spirits ; 
Gilbey's  wines,  Burgoync's  Australian  wines,  Pattison's 
Scotch  and  Dunville's  Irish  whisky,  and  Hall's  coca-wine  are 
all  similarly  glorified.  To  have  written  a  collection  of  testi- 
monials of  such  articles  in  forms  of  words  which  to  some 
extent  differ  from  each  other,  and  are  not  absolute  copies  of 
the  proprietors'  advertisements,  is  a  literary  feat  on  which 
Mr.  Hyatt  Woolf  may  pride  himself. 

Quantitative  Chemical  Analysis.  By  Frank  Clowes,  D.So., 
and  B.  Coleman.  4th  edition.  8vo.  Pp.  xxiv  +  581. 
London,  1897  :  J.  &  A.  Churchill.  9s. 

This  fourth  edition  of  a  work  which  we  have  previously 
spoken  of  in  high  terms  contains  fully  fifty  pages  more  than 
the  last  edition,  and  we  observe  on  comparison  with  the  last 
that  many  parts  of  the  book  have  been  revised.  It  is  a  book 
intended  for  students'  use,  but  it  is  so  well  illustrated,  and 
the  instructions  are  so  clear,  that  pharmacists  who  have  only 
occasionally  to  do  quantitative  work  will  find  it  a  good  book 
of  reference,  because  it  is  most  comprehensive,  dealing  (apart 
from  the  fundamentals)  with  volumetric  analysis,  ore  and 
metal  analysis,  the  analysis  of  water,  milk,  butter,  and  foods 
generally,  tanning  materials,  soaps,  &c.  Moreover  the  in- 
structions are  by  no  means  skimped. 

Ham's  Inland  Revenue  Year-hooh,  1898.  Edited  by  E.  Grant 
Hooper,  F.I.C.,  John  Macdonald,  Victor  Martin,  W.  H. 
Wells,  and  A.  C.  Hardy,  of  H.M.  Revenue  Service.  Lon- 
don :  Effingham  Wilson  &  Co.,  11  Royal  Exchange,  E.G. 
3s.  (or  with  warehousing  regulations,  Us.  6d.). 

This  is  the  recognised  reference-book  for  all  the  details  of 
the  Inland  Revenue  laws  and  regulations,  and  is  published 
by  special  permission  of  the  Commissioners.  The  work  has 
grown  year  by  year,  and  is  a  wonderful  digest  of  information 
intended  primarily  for  the  use  of  Excise  officers,  but  of  great 
value  to  those  who  are  affected  by  the  laws.  An  interesting 
chapter  on  German  spirit-regulations  is  added  to  this  year's 
volume.  It  appears  from  this  that  under  certain  very  strict 
conditions,  pure  spirit  may  be  obtained  duty  free  for  trade 
purposes.  These  include  the  supply  of  such  spirit  to 
apothecaries  for  the  preparation  of  medicinal  substances. 
Apothecaries  are  required  to  prove  from  their  books  their 
average  annual  consumption,  and  on  this  basis  a  fixed 
amount  may  be  supplied  to  them.  This  quantity  may  be 
revised  every  three  years.  All  alcoholic  medicinal  prepara- 
tions (with  certain  specified  exceptions  which  are  of  a 
cordial  or  of  a  toilet  character)  may  be  made  with  duty-free 
spirit.  This  privilege  does  not  extend  to  secret  preparations. 
On  exports  of  spirituous  perfumery,  &c.,made  with  duty-paid 
spirit,  the  authorities  allow  a  drawback  of  92  01m.  per 
100  litres  of  absolute  alcohol,  which  is  said  to  be  equivalent 
to  a  small  bounty. 

The  author  of  Twenty-five  Iicasons  for  Not  Being  a 
Homoeopath,  Answered  by  a  Layman  sends  us  a  copy  of  his 
pamphlet  (2s. ;  Homceopathic  Publishing  Company,  London), 
and  assures  us  that  it  has  already  scored  more  than  one  con- 
version, though  not  yet  a  mouth  old.  We  are  made  of  tougher 
stuff.  We  may  or  may  not  have  a  sneaking  regard  for  the 
,s7/«iZmdoctrine,but  the  Layman  scarcely  helps  hiscause  when 
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he  adduces  Koch's  system  of  using  bacilli  for  a  consumptive 
patient  to  cure  consumption  as  analogous  to  the  law  of 
homu'opathy.  Poor  Koch  !  His  admirers  might  in  mercy  to 
his  reputation  drop  reference  to  that  melancholy  failure. 

The  Flora  of  Berkshire.  We  mentioned  in  the  autumn  that 
Mr.  G.  Claridge  Druce,  Ml,  Ph.C,  was  engaged  on  this 
work,  and  we  have  now  received  a  prospectus  of  it  from  the 
Clarendon  Press.  To  subscribers  the  price  will  be  12s.  6d. 
net.    The  contents  of  the  book  are  as  follows  : — 

Introduction  [Topography.  Acreage.  Agricultural  Eeports. 
Elevation  of  Surface.  Woods  and  Forests.  Meteorology.  Geology 
of  Berkshire.  The  River  Drainage.  The  Botanical  Districts. 
The  Botanologia  of  Berkshire.  Plan  of  the  Flora.  Herbaria 
consulted.  List  of  Books  and  MSS.  quoted.  Additions  and 
Corrections.  Signs  and  Abbreviations].  The  Flora  Proper. 
Summary.    Index  to  the  Genera.    List  of  Subscribers. 


flew  Books. 

Any  book  named  in  this  list  can  be  supplied  post-free  to  any 
part  of  the  world  on  receipt  of  the  published  price  by  the 
Publisher  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


Corni,  J.,  and  Swales,  F. — Practical  Horse-dentistry  as  a 
Remedy  for  Loss  of  Appetite,  &c.  Crown  8vo.  Pp.  56.  3s.  6(2. 
(Vinton.) 

Eccles,  A.  S. — Practice  of  Massage.  2nd  edition  Crown  8vo. 
Pp.  574.    7s.  6d.  (Bailliere.) 

Family  Doctor.  By  a  Medical  Man.  8vo.  Pp.  768.  10s.  &d. 
(Cassell.) 

Phillips,  C.  E.  S. — Bibliography  of  X-ray  Literature  and 
Research  (1896-97)  :  Index  to  Literature  on.  Bontgen.  Bays. 
With  practical  hints,  &c.  8vo  Pp.  104.  Ss.  ('  Electrician ' 
Printing,  &e.,  Company.) 

Photograms  of  '97  .•  Pictorial  and  Literary  Becord  of  best 
Photographic  Work  of  Year.  Koyal  8vo.  Pp.  114.  2s.  net. 
(Dawbarn&  Ward,  Limited.) 

System  of  Medicine.  By  many  Writers.  Edited  by  Thomas 
Clifford  Allbutt.    Vol.  4.    8vo.    Pp.  894.    25s.  net.  (Macmillan.) 

Twentieth-century  Practice :  International  Encycloj)cedia. 
of  Modern  Medical  Science.  By  Leading  Authorities.  Edited 
by  Thos.  L.  Stedman.  Vol.  2,  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System. 
Royal  8vo.    Pp.962.    21s.net;  30s.net.    (Sampson  Low.) 

The.  Ambulance  Pupil.  A  handbook  for  ambulance  students. 
By  a  Certificated  Member  St  John  Ambulance  Association.  2nd 
dition.    6d.    (Crosby  Lockwood.) 


flDardaoes. 


Chapman — Hamilton. — On  November  9,  at  the  Episcopal 
Church,  Newtown  Stewart,  by  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Christie,  M.A., 
rector  of  the  parish,  R.  S.  Chapman,  M. P.S.I. ,  The  Medical 
Hall,  Donegal,  to  Rebecca  Mary  (Ruby),  youngest  daughter 
of  William  Hamilton,  Milltown,  Newtown  Stewart. 

Muir— Geeen. — At  St.  Edmund's  Manchester,  by  the 
Rev.  H.  Woods  Tindall,  M.A.,  on  December  27,  Thomas  H. 
Muir,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Nottingham,  to  E.  R.  Ellen 
Green,  eldest  daughter  of  A.  V.  Green,  Atherstone. 


2>eatbs, 


Bulmeb. — On  December  25,  Mr.  Thomas  Porter  Bulmer, 
at  his  residence,  Mount  Villas,  York.  In  his  younger  days 
Mr.  Bulmer  carried  on  business  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  in 
Low  Ousegate,  but  for  many  years  past  had  lived  in  retire- 
ment. Mr.  Bulmer  took  a  lively  interest  in  the  benevolent 
institutions  of  the  city,  and  was  a  liberal  subscriber  to  the 
local  charities.  He  was  chairman  of  the  York  Building 
Society,  and  a  director  of  thejYork  Gas]Companyc. 

Dobson.— On  December  8,  Mr.  F.  A.  Dobson,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Bridlington  Quay.    Aged  42. 

Haees. — On  December  19,  at  Prees  Salop,  Mr.  Samuel 
Hares,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  81  years. 

Satchell. — On  December  17,  Mr.  Frederick  Satchell, 
chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Crowthorne,  Berks.    Aged  65. 

Williamson. — On  December  5,  Mr.  Bamford  Williamson, 
chemist  and  druggist,  South  Shields.    Aged  72. 


American  ,|rjcas. 


A  Window  Device. 

A  Philadelphia  window  recently  contained  a  unique  and' 
effective  contrivance  for  displays,  says  Merck's  Report.  The 
illustrations  annexed  show  the  form  of  the  several  parts. 
The  device  consisted  of  a  cone  of  pink  paper  (d),  with  the 
broad  end  toward  the  front  of  the  window,  the  article 
advertised  being  placed  at  the  small  end ;  a  circular  paper 
sign  (C),  with  an  outer  rim  several  inches  broader  than  the 
mouth  of  the  cone,  and  with  a  circular  orifice  about  eight 
inches  smaller  than  the  edge  of  the  cone ;  a  ring  of  incan- 


ROUND  PAPER 


GLASS 

descent  lights  (b),  arranged  on  a  frame  and  placed  against', 
the  circular  sign.  This  sign  (or  rim  encircling  the  broad 
end  of  the  cone)  had  an  opaque  backing, -which,  with  the  - 
help  of  a  short  fringe  pasted  on  the  inside  of  the  hole  in  C, . 
served  to  keep  the  light  from  the  eyes  of  the  spectator,  and 
also  to  concentrate  the  light  on  the  object  at  the  far  end  of 
the  cone.  The  device  (complete  and  in  position,  as  shown, 
in  illustration  A)  offers  itself  as  particularly  adapted  for  the- 
display  of  fancy  articles,  one  at  a  time,  of  course.  Violette 
de  Parme,  for  instance,  like  Cupid  resting  himself  on  a  tiny 
bank  of  violets,  a  choice  bit  of  cut  glass,  an  unusually  fine 
hair-brush,  &c. 

Cultivating  the  Spice-trade. 
Mr.  F.  W.  E.  Stedem,  a  well-known  Philadelphia  pharma- 
cist, has  issued  a  circular  with  which  he  encloses  a  sample 
of  black  pepper.    The  pepper  is  wrapped  in  white  paper,  the 
packet  being  made  about  the  size  of  the  acid  part  of  a» 
seidlitz  powder.    The  circular  reads  as  follows : — 

The  enclosed  sample  of  pure  black  pepper  is  handed  you  with  the  earnest' 
request  that  you  examine  and  test  it  carefully.  This  distribution  will  be  ■ 
followed  by  others  of  pure  spices,  the  intention  being  to  educate  the  people 
o  demand  that  purity  in  condiments  that  they  have  a  right  to  expect  in 
all  things.  We  have  in  stock  a  complete  assortment  of  pure  spices,  both: 
ground  and  whole,  the  quality  of  which  is  guaranteed.  You  save  moirey. 
and  get  good  ressult. 

There  is  room  for  business  of  that  kind  in  England. 
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(ffjcmists'  j^jjerialiftcs, 

By  G.  H.  Dubelle. 


This  is 
date : — 


the 


Pearl  of  Manila. 
daintiest  and  most  exquisite  perfume  up  to 


Oz. 

Extract  of  violet    6 

Esprit  de  rose  triple  ...       ...  4 

Extract  of  jasmin    ...       ...       ...  4 

Extract  of  tuberose  ...       ...       ...  4 

Extract  of  cassie      ...       ...       ...  4 

Extract  of  orange-flower    ...       ...  2 

Extract  of  rose    2 

Spirit  of  ionone  (1-16)    2 

Tincture  of  civet     ...       ...       ...  2 

Tincture  of  ambergris       ...       ...  1| 

Oil  of  ylang-ylang   | 

Mix  and  filter. 

Fenthozone. 

A  new  powerful  antiseptic  deodorant  anil  disinfectant : — 


Strong  acetic  acid 

Absolute  phenol 

Menthol 

Camphor 

Oil  of  eucalyptus 

Oil  of  lavender 

Oil  of  verbena 


Oz. 
,  26 
.  2 
.  1 
,  1 


Dissolve  and  filter. 


Itohol. 


A  useful  preparation  for  the  itching  of  the  skin  and  in- 
flamed surface,  &c.  : — 

Lanoline       ...  ...  ...  ...  14  oz. 

Vaseline        ...  ...  ...  ...  14  „ 

Iodoform       ...  ...  ...  ...  12  dr. 

Glycerine      ...  ...  ...  ...    8  „ 

Absolute  phenol    6  „ 

Oil  of  lavender  ...  ...  ...    3  „ 

Oil  of  eucalyptus  ...  ...  ...    3  ,, 

Melt  in  a  water-bath  and  mix  well  together. 
Cascaria. 

Up-to-date  preparation  for  biliousness,  dyspepsia,  head- 
ache, and  diseases  arising  from  torpidity  of  the  liver  ; — ■ 


Oz. 


73 

4 

4 


Fluid  extract  of  cascara 
Orange-flower  water 
Dutch  curacoa 
Elixir  Jamaica  ginger 
Peppermint-syrup  ... 
Tincture  of  nux  vomica 

Mix  and  filter. 

Dose  :  A  teaspoonful  before  eating. 


Acoform. 

A  most  serviceable  preparation  in  neuralgia  and  rheuma- 
tism :  — 


Tincture  of  aconite  ... 
Chloroform 

Tincture  of  eucalyptus 
Spirit  of  menthol   

Mix.    To  be  used  externally  twice  or  thrice  a  day. 


Oz. 
...  12 
...  12 
...  6 
...  6 


Nalolia  Pomojle. 
Up-to-date  toilet-requisite : — 

Lanoline 

White  vaseline   

French  rose  pomade... 
French  violet  pomade 

Pyrogallic  acid   

Oil  of  bergamot 


Oz. 
...  10 
...  10 
...  5 
...  5 
...  1 
...  1 

Melt  and  mix  well  together  in  a  water-bath. 


MR.  LYMAN  F.  KELLER  has  communicated  a  paper  to 
the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  on  the  quality  of 
copaiba  imported  into  the  United  States  and  the  following 
table,  which  we  quote  from  the  American  Jot-r  ial  ,■< 
Pharmacy : — ■ 
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The  United  States  Pharmacopoeia  gives  a  formula  for 
massa  copaibse,  which  is  made  by  mixing  copaiba  with 
6  per  cent,  of  calcined  magnesia  and  a  little  water.  This 
forms  a  pill-mass.  Mr.  Kebler  states  that  he  has  never 
examined  a  sample  with  sp.  gr.  below  0  980  which  solidifies 
well,  and  it  is  obvious  from  the  above  figures  that  little  of 
such  copaiba  is  obtainable.  This  does  not  matter  much  so 
far  as  actual  demand  is  concerned,  as  only  1  lb.  of  solidifiable 
copaiba  is  wanted  for  every  200  lbs.  of  the  natural  thing,  but 
the  awkward  point  is  that  the  U.S. P.  only  recognises  copaiba 
which  is  solidifiable.  Referring  to  the  other  factors, Mr.  Kebler 
suggests  that  tne  specific  gravity  should  be  changed  from 
0  940-0  990  for  solidifiable  stuff  to  0  980-1-0173— a  sug- 
gestion which  savours  of  sarcasm.  He  mentions  further 
that  the  residue  of  Pard  copaiba  after  the  oil  is  driven  off  is 
not  always  brittle,  and  the  official  statements  regarding  1  his 
factor  also  require  modification.  The  gelatinising-test  for 
the  detection  of  gurjnn  balsam  is  useless  for  mixtures,  and 
should  be  replaced  by  Mr.  Kebler's  glacial  acetic-acid  test  or 
some  equally  reliable  one. 

The  above  table  contains  several  points  of  interest — e.g  , 
the  increase  of  specific  gravity  in  one  sample  in  heating,  and 
the  high  percentages  of  essential  oil  in  sr  me  of  the  samples  ; 
the  one  with  92  per  cent,  is  extraordinary.  The  variation  in 
essential-oil  content  will  be  noted. 
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cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large  quantities  in  bulk.  In  many  cases 
allowances  have  to  be  added  before  ordinary  prices  can  be  ascertained. 
Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and  sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the 
retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and  the  accumulation  of  rejections, 
not  all  of  which  are  suitable  even  for  manufacturing  purposes.  Further 
points  ichich  should  be  borne  in  mind  are  that  the  distributor  generally 
has  to  bear  the  bulk  of  the  freight-charges  on  the  goods  on  their  way  from 
the  producer  to  the  retailer,  and  that  for  many  articles  the  range  of 
quality  is  very  wide. 

42  CANNON  STREET,  E.G.,  December  30. 

THE  holiday  season  and  the  approaching  work  of  stock- 
taking account  for  the  almost  total  absence  of  business 
in  the  drug-market.  As  New  Year's  day  is  observed  as  a 
general  holiday  in  foreign  countries,  the  export- trade  is  also 
very  slack  for  the  present.  There  has  been  some  talk  of 
certain  brokers  holding  drug-sales  on  January  6  in  defiance 
of  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  last  auctions  to  postpone 
the  first  sales  of  the  year  to  January  20,  but  we  do  not  think 
that  the  resolution  will  be  departed  from.  But  there  have 
been  very  heavy  arrivals  of  Cardamoms  lately,  and,  as  this 
drug  is  chiefly  sold  for  export,  it  is  very  probable  that 
several  brokers  will  put  up  supplies  of  it  for  sale  on  January 
6.  Perhaps  100  packages  will  be  thus  offered.  Two  parcels, 
together  161  cases,  have  just  arrived.  A  parcel  of  38  packages 
cardamoms,  ex  Kawaehi  Marti,  will  also  be  offered,  "  with  all 
faults, "at  the  London  Commercial  Sale  Roomson  December31. 
There  is  no  business  to  report  in  Asaf cetida ,  the  nominal 
quotations  ranging  from  30s.  to  755.  per  cwt.,  according  to 
quality.  The  Amsterdam  Cin.chona-ma.rket  remains  ex- 
ceedingly calm.  It  now  appears  that  the  Java  bark  exports 
for  September  were  about  301,000  half-kilos,  in  excess  of  the 
telegraphed  figures,  the  total  for  the  eleven  months  from 
January  to  November  inclusive  being  7,780,000  half-kilos.,  a 
decrease  of  over  15  per  cent,  compared  with  the  same  period  of 
1896.  We  also  hear  from  Amsterdam  that  some  sales  of  fair 
Java  Cassia  fistula  have  lately  been  made  at  reduced  pi  ices. 
In  Crude  camphor  the  market  has  taken  a  decidedly  firmer 
tone  during  the  past  two  days.  Holders  of  Formosa  camphor 
ask  from  86s.  up  to  87s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms,  according 
to  shipment,  and  for  Japan  from  90s.  to  91s.  6^.  per  cwt. 
"  c.i.f."  (an  advance  of  from  2s.  to  3s.  Qd.  per  cwt.)  is  asked. 
Calebs  continue  to  be  very  firmly  held,  and  there  is  little 
offering.  But  no  business  has  been  reported  lately,  and  it 
is  difficult  to  obtain  an  exact  quotation.  If  one  desired  to 
buy,  35s.  per  cwt.  would  probably  be  the  lowest  price  at 
"ffiich  fair  quality  could  be  secured,  but  a  parcel  thrown  on 
ae  marke  t  would  scarcely  realise  more  than  30s.  or  32s.  per 
cwt.  The  stock  in  Amsterdam  remains  very  large,  but 
m  ost  of  the  holders  have  withdrawn  from  the  market  in  the 
f  ace  of  the  ioxproved  demand.  About  50  bales  of  fair  coarse 
berries  have  lately  been  sold  at  an  advance  in  price. 
Civet  of  fine  quality  is  rather  scarce.  The  current  quotation 
is  about  i  20s.  per  oz.  Musk  very  quiet,  and  likely  to  remain 
so  for  at  least  a  few  weeks  to  come.  Calumba  firmly  held, 
but  quiet.  Some  business  is  reported  in  ordinary  Ghatti 
gum  at  20s.  per  cwt.,  otherwise  there  is  very  little  doing  in 
Gum  acacia.  Ipecacuanha,  firm.  For  medium  to  fine  Rio 
7s.  3d.  to  7s.  Qd.  per  lb.  is  asked.  In  Menthol  a  small  busi- 
ness is  reported  on  the  spot  at  the  late  quotations — viz., 
7s.  3d.  per  lb.  For  forward  delivery  the  quotation  still 
remains  at  the  high  figure  of  7s.  9d.  c.i.f.  Castor  oil  is  firmly 
held.  First-pressing  French  is  quoted  at  31s.  per  cwt. ; 
second-pressing,  30s.  per  cwt.  January-June  delivery  offers 
at  27s.  Qd. ;  July-December  at  25s.  per  cwt.,  landed  terms. 
There  is  very  little  change  in  any  essential  oil  except  Oil  of 
lomongrass,  for  which  it  is  said  that  IQd.  per  oz.  is  now  re- 
quired.   In  some  quarters  that  figure  is  said  to  have  been 


paid,  but  we  doubt  whether  any  genuine  sales  have  been 
made  above  3d.  per  oz. — even  if  at  that.  But  there  seems 
to  be  a  good  deal  of  "  rigging  "  about  this  lemongrass  busi- 
ness. Some  parties  who  have  sold  for  December  delivery 
are  said  to  be  unable  to  find  supplies,  and  so  the  price 
is  being  driven  up  to  "  squeeze "  them.  American  Oil 
of  peppermint,  HGH,  offers  to  arrive  at  5s.  4§<2.  per  lb. 
The  exports  of  Cajuput  oil  from  Macassar,  the  only  shipping 
port  for  the  European  trade  in  the  article  in  the  Dutch 
Indies,  were  57,800  kilos,  in  1896  and  49,301  kilos,  in  1895. 
At  the  present  moment  the  stocks  are  very  small  everywhere. 
In  Amsterdam  up  to  2.60fl.  (4s.  t\d.)  per  bottle  has  been 
paid  for  a  small  parcel,  and  as  much  as  4s.  Id.  isnow  asked. 
A  parcel  of  125  bottles  Java  Cananga  oil  recently  sold  in 
Amsterdam  at  the  low  price  of  7  50fl.  per  kilo.  Good 
brands  of  the  new  Oil  of  lemon  are  offering  at  3s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 
terms.  On  the  spot  some  holders  ask  3s.  Qd.  to  3s.  Qd.  per  lb. 
Japanese  oil  of  peppermint  is  nominally  unchanged  at  3s.  3d. 
per  lb.,  on  the  spot,  though  it  may  be  possible  to  buy  at 
3s.  lhd.  per  lb.  The  new  crop  of  Malta  (or  Tripoli)  Orange- 
peel  is  beginning  to  arrive,  and  business  has  been  done  at 
Is.  per  lb.  for  good  new  quality.  Old  peel  is  worth  from 
hd.  to  Qd.  per  lb.  Opium  of  all  grades  is  dull  of  sale,  though 
holders  are  firm  in  their  views  at  previous  quotations. 
Persian  is  quoted  at  from  10s.  3d.  to  10s.  9d.  per  lb. 
for  the  finest  kinds,  and  from  9s.  3d.  upwards  for  more 
ordinary  grades.  Turkish  opium  is  very  firmly  held, 
but  business  is  restricted  to  a  few  small  lots.  Orris- 
root  is  unchanged,  but  firm,  at  the  recent  rates.  There 
is  said  to  be  a  fair  inquiry  from  the  French  buyers. 
T 'anilla-auctions  of  somewhat  considerable  extent  will  be 
held  on  January  14.  The  market  remains  fairly  steady,  but 
pending  the  auctions  very  little  business  is  being  done. 
Saffron  is  reported  about  Is.  easier  by  some  holders,  while 
others  say  that  the  market  is  firming  up  daily  in  Spain.  The 
quotations  for  best  Valencia  run  from  35s.  to  36s.  Qd.  per  lb. 
Beeswax  and  Honey  are  firmly  held,  and  in  good  demand 
generally.  Madagascar  beeswax  of  fine  yellow  colour  is 
quoted  at  Ql.  per  cwt.,  and  for  second  quality  from  51.  15s. 
to  51.  17s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  is  asked. 

*  *  *  * 

In  fine  chemicals  the  market  is  generally  quiet.  It  is  not 
expected  that  any  price-alterations  of  importance  will  be 
declared  in  fine  chemicals  under  the  control  of  conventions, 
but  as  many  of  those  are  now  sold  at  prices  that  are  said  to 
be  unremunerative  some  changes  are  confidently  expected  to 
take  place  later  on.  The  English  refiners  have  decided,  we 
understand,  to  reduce  their  quotations  for  Refined  camphor 
by  Id.  per  lb.  from  January  1 ;  h-ton  lots  of  bell-camphor 
will  then  be  obtainable  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  Bismuth  is  very 
firm  indeed.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  buying  lately, 
and  it  is  not  impossible  that  ere  long  the  Bolivian-Saxon 
syndicate  of  metal  producers  may  feel  themselves  strong 
enough  to  advance  the  price  again  to  the  old  figure  of  7s.  per 
lb.  The  German  makersof  bismuth  salts  have  recently  formed 
a  convention.  Borax  and  Boracic  acid  are  more  neglected  than 
ever.  We  believe  that  it  is  possible  to-day  to  buy  powdered 
borax  below  14s.  per  cwt.  for  quantities.  There  does  not 
seem  to  be  much  hope  that  this  price-cutting  will  cease  in 
the  near  future.  Glycerin  is  firmly  held  for  German  brands, 
but  the  English  makers  continue  to  sell  cheaply.  It  is  re- 
ported that  a  "  corner "  is  not  unlikely  to  be  made  in 
dynamite-glycerine,  in  which  case  the  distilled  article  might 
be  seriously  affected.  Quinine  slow.  The  nominal  quotation 
for  German  bulk  from  the  works  is  Is.  Id.  per  oz.,  and  the 
second-hand  asking-price  is  12\d.  per  oz.  Cocaine  is  also 
dull  of  sale,  10s.  Qd.  per  oz.  being  the  asking-price. 
The  official  figures  relating  to  the  Iodine  output  in  Chile, 
which  have  recently  been  published,  show  that  in  1896  out  of 
over  80  nitrate  oficinas,  only  32  made  any  iodine,  and  in 
every  case  the  output  was  strictly  limited  in  accordance 
with  the  policy  of  the  syndicate.  Altogether  493,472  lbs. 
of  iodine  were  exported  in  1896,  against  339,138  lbs.  in  1895. 
The  stock  on  December  31,  1896,  was  2,108,561  lbs.,  against 
2,331,760  lbs.  on  December  31,  1895.  The  consump- 
tion (or  rather  the  sales  of  iodine)  in  1896  amounted 
to  652,340  lbs.,  against  516,838  lbs.  in|  1895. 

*  *  *  * 

There  is  very  little  demand  Jfor  jheavy  rchemicals  just  at 
present,  business  in  fact  being  practically  at  a  standstill. 
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The  holidays,  of  course,  are,  in  fact,  the  main  cause 
of  this  position,  and  only  a  few  products  present  any  special 
features  worthy  of  mention.  Sulphur,  Soda  ash,  and  South 
Durham  salt  are  about  the  only  articles  which  meet  with 
anything  but  a  limited  demand,  and  they  show  no  alteration 
in  price.  Caustic  soda  is  fairly  steady.  Bit:  aching -powder 
in  poor  request.  Sulphate  of  copper  is  unchanged  from  last 
week's  quotations,  but  its  tone  is  only  weak.  Chlorates  of 
potash  and  soda  also  stand  unchanged  for  prompt  delivery, 
but  lower  prices  are  spoken  of  for  good  orders,  next  year's 
delivery.  Sulphate  of  ammonia  firm.  Beckton  terms,  prompt, 
91. ;  Beckton,  January-April  delivery,  91.  5s. ;  Hull,  London, 
and  Leith,  91.  2s.  Qd.  Exports  from  Leith  amounted 
to  922  tons.  Benzols  are  lower,  and  meet  with  very  little 
inquiry,  90  per  cent,  stand  at  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  Id.,  and  50  per 
cent,  at  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  8.5^.  Cotton- seed  and  Linseed  cahes 
keep  firm  in  price,  but  little  business  is  being  done.  Nitrate 
of  soda  very  quiet.  Acetates  of  lime  continue  to  maintain  a 
strong  position  with  an  advancing  tendency.  Hyposulphite 
of  soda  steady  and  in  moderate  demand.  Baryta  products 
on  the  whole  keep  a  steady  tone,  and  are  in  fair  request. 
Yellow  prussiate  of  potash,  Q^d.  per  lb.,  ordinary  terms. 

*  *  * 

In  drysalteries  there  are  few  changes  to  report,  prices  being 
mostly  steady  and  unchanged.  Galls  are  without  change. 
A  small  business  has  been  done  in  Persian  at  about  previous 
rates.  Blue  are  quoted  at  55s.  to  57s.  per  cwt. ;  green,  45s. 
to  50s. ;  white,  40s.  to  43s. ;  sorts,  50s.  to  52s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 
Bengal  Turmeric  has  been  in  fair  demand ;  200  bags  have 
been  sold  at  14s.  9d.  per  cwt.  recently.  In  Shellac  the 
market  is  firm,  but  business  is  restricted,  both  on  the  spot 
and  for  forward  delivery,  holders  asking  more  money.  Some 
business  is  reported  at  63s.  to  64s.  per  cwt.  for  good  TN 
orange  on  the  spot,  and  the  sales  also  include  200  cases 
TN  orange,  January-March  steamer,  at  64s.  Qd.  per  cwt., 
c.i.f.  terms.  The  Calcutta  market  is  reported  very 
firm  indeed.  Gum  tragaeanth  is  very  quiet, 
though  1  here  has  been  a  fair  demand  for  the  medium  and 
lower  qualities.  Good  siftings  and  pickings  are  also  wanted. 
There  are  no  sales  of  hog  gum  to  report.  Best  first  white 
druggists'  kinds  are  quoted  at  \3l.  to  \3l.  10s.,  seconds  at 
111.  5s.  to  YM.  10s.  per  cwt.  Japan  wax  offers  at  33s.  per 
cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms,  for  January-March  shipment,  and  at  37s. 
per  cwt.,  on  the  spot. 

*  *  *  * 

Spices  show  a  much  better  tone  this  week  ;  at  any  rate,  so 
far  as  some  of  the  leading  articles  are  concerned.  Cassia 
lignea  is  dearer ;  business  has  been  done  on  the  spot  at  46s. 
and  46s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  good  whole  quill,  but  there  are  now 
no  sellers  below  47s.  per  cwt.  No  business  is  reported  in 
Chillies,  of  which  prices  remain  unchanged.  A  fair  business 
has  been  done  in  Singapore  and  Aleppy  Black  pepper  at  from 
3|rf.  to  3~d.  per  lb ,  3\d.  per  lb.  being  now  asked.  To 
arrive,  January-March  and  February-April,  4fZ  per  lb., 
landed  terms,  if  not  more,  is  asked.  White  pepper  is 
generally  unaltered,  no  business  beirjg  reported  in  this 
article.  Pimento  is  decidedly  dearer,  and  in  very  good 
demand.  Business  has  been  done  at  4rl  per  lb.,  and  since 
this  4I1f;<Z.  per  lb.  has  been  refused.  The  increase  is  due  to 
persistent  reports  of  shortage  of  crop.  The  new  crop,  which  is 
now  arriving,  is  said  to  be  only  one-third  of  an  average.  Small 
supply  is  also  given  as  the  reason  for  the  advance  in 
Zanzibar  cloves  which  has  taken  place.  The  demand  for  this 
article  is  very  good  indeed,  and  business  has  been  done  for 
January-March  delivery  at  3^1.  to  3\d.  per  lb  ,  and  for 
March-May  at  3$d.  to  Z\d.  per  lb.  On  the  spot  3d.  to  3±d. 
per  lb.  is  asked  for  fair  quality.  Ginger  quiet  and  without  much 
business  in  Jamaica.  The  price  of  washed  rough  Cochin  is 
nominally  22s.  per  cwt.  Moroccan  Fenugreek  rather  easier ; 
60  bags  have  been  sold  at  12s.  Qd.  down  to  12s.  per  cwt 
according  to  quantity.  Small  sales  of  Cumin-seed  at  28s.  per 
cwt.  for  Malta,  and  23s.  for  Mogador;  20  bases  Greek  at 
auction  sold  cheaply  at  17s.  per  cwt.  About  70  packages 
Moroccan  Coriander-seed  realised  8s.  9d.  per  cwt.  at  public 
sale,  being  lower  ;  English  sells  at  15s.  per  cwt.  Linseed 
dearer :  46s.  Qd.  is  the  price  asked  for  good  bold  clean. 
Nothing  doing  in  Anise.  Canary-seed  steady,  Spanish  at  41s. 
and  Mazagan  at  32s.  per  qr.  Turkish  is  slow  of  sale  at 
25s.  Qd.  to  26s.  per  qr.  Fair  Dutch  Caraways  are  offering  at 
19s.  per  cwt. 


Linseed  oil  unchanged.  Spot  offers  at  14s.  10±d.  per  cwt., 
landed  ;  barrels  at  15s.  3d.  Rape,  steady  on  the  spot,  at 
24s.  Qd.  per  cwt. ;  refined,  26s.  For  Kavison  19s.  $hd.  per 
cwt.  has  been  paid  on  the  spot,  and  19s.  Qd.  forward.  Cocoa- 
nut  unchanged.  Ceylon,  on  the  spot,  22s.  Qd.  ;  forward  de- 
livery, 21s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms.  Cochin,  28s.  for  spot  de 
livery  ;  January-March  shipment  at  24s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms. 
Cottonseed  oil  steady  on  the  spot ;  crude  offers  at  12s.  Qd.  per 
cwt. ;  January-April,  12s.  l^d. ;  refined,  14s.  to  14s.  9d.  per 
cwt.  in  ordinary  casks.  Palm  oil  :  Fine  Lagos  is  quoted  at 
23s.  per  cwt.  Olive  oil  of  all  varieties  is  firm  at  unchanged 
rates ;  Spanish,  32s.  per  cwt. ;  Mogador,  29s. ;  and  Levant, 
31s.  Qd.  to  33s.  per  cwt.  Turpentine  quiet  ;  American,  on 
the  spot,  quotes  at  23s.  9d.  to  23s.  lQ\d.  per  cwt.  Petroleum 
is  dull  of  sale  and  unchanged  at  4|^.  to  4|^.  per  gal. 
for  American ;  Russian,  <\\d.  to  Q{'Tld.  per  gal. 


Our  Hamburg  correspondent  telegraphs  on  Thursday  after- 
noon that  Quinine  is  in  a  firm  position  at 
Telegram.       34m.  per  kilo.   Camphor  is  quiet  and  unchanged 
at  250m.  per  100  kilos.    Japan  wax  declining 
in  value :  55m.  per  100  kilos,  is  asked  to-day. 


Our  New  York  correspondent  cabled  on  December 
23  that  a  quiet  tone  prevails  on  the  drug-market.  Mandrake 

root  offers  at  6jC.  per  lb.  Deer  tongue  leaves 
Cablegram   have  been  in  good  demand  lately  at  advancing 

prices  ;  there  is  no  stock  in  New  York.  Golden 
seal-root  is  offering  at  45c.  per  lb.  Balsam  tolu  is  scarce  and 
advancing,  the  current  quotation  being  from  48o.  to  50c. 
per  lb.  American  oil  of  peppermint  HGH  has  been 
reduced  to  $1 20  per  lb.  ;  ordinary  offers  at  $1. 
American  spermaceti  is  slow  of  sale  at  3I5C  per  lb.  for  cakes. 
Honduras  sarsaparilla  is  in  a  strong  position  at  31c.  to  35c. 
per  lb.  Refined  camphor  has  declined  lc.  per  lb.  Opium  is 
also  easier ;  to-day's  quotation  for  selected  is  $2.72^  per 
lb.  Cocaine  has  advanced  to  $3.25  per  oz.,  and  is  firmly 
held  at  that  figure.  The  new  crop  of  Damiana  leaves  is  now 
arriving  in  plentiful  supply,  which  has  caused  the  price  to 
decline  to  14c.  per  lb.  Cascara  sagrada  has  been  advanced 
to  4Jc.  per  lb. 


Our    Smyrna   correspondent    telegraphs  on  Wednesday 
afternoon  that  the  opium-market  is  firm,  owing 
to  renewed  frosts.    The  sales  for  the  week 
amount  to  20  cases  at  7s.  8^.  for  Current 
talequale,  and  7s.  lOd.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Smyrna,  for  Selected. 


Smyrna 

Opium 

Telegram 


There  are  few  things  in  Heaven  or  earth  that  are  not 
dreamt  of  in  Mr.  Hooley's  financial  philosophy.  When 
anything  is  stirring  in  Mincing  Lane  produce, 
"Mucila-  yQU  are  invariably  told  confidentially,  "with 
Finance."  nods  and  becks  and  wreathed  smiles,"  that  it  is 
a  good  thing  because  "  Hooley  is  in  it."  But 
gum  acacia,  it  would  seem,  is  now  going  to  be  a  bad  thing, 
because  "  the  Hooley-attention "  {sic !)  is  directed  to  a  new 
patent  for  the  refining  of  a  vegetable  gum,  which  thereby 
yields  a  material  capable  of  being  used  as  an  excellent 
substitute  for  all  purposes  for  which  the  ordinary  gum 
arabic  is  used.  The  Westminster  Gazette,  from  which 
we  derive  this  information,  gives  a  lengthy,  and, 
for  so  cultured  a  paper,  singularly  illiterate  account  of  the 
"  process."  We  gather  therefrom  that  the  new  product  is 
"  not  produced  by  forced  means,"  but  from  a  "  natural  fruit 
(sic !),  which  is  conveniently  closed  so  as  to  absolutely  pre- 
vent the  engrafting  or  mixing  of  other  materials."  We  do 
not  profess  to  understand  this,  but  it  appears  that  the 
new  gum  is  thereby  rendered  perfectly  pure  and  crystal- 
clear.  It  does  not  need  the  addition  of  water,  and  can  be 
kept  for  any  length  of  time  "in  an  uncorrupted  state" 
without  losing  bulk  or  strength.  As  all  druggists  know  that 
natural  gum  actually  gains  weight  by  keeping,  the  Hooley 
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gum  has  only  a  partial  advantage  in  this  respect.  The  new 
material  can  be  had  in  unlimited  quantity.  We  are  told 
that  the  gum  leaves  no  sediment,  but  that  the  resi- 
duum is  a  valuable  fertiliser.  It  is  a  plant 
• — a  blooming  plant  (in  the  botanical  sense),  and  requires  no 
cultivation.  It  can  be  sold  at  half  the  present  price  of  gum 
acacia.  It  has  been  used  with  satisfactory  results  in  every 
trade  where  gum  is  used  by  calico-printers,  finishers,  medi- 
cine-makers, confectioners,  stationers,  paint  and  varnish 
manufacturers,  and  in  all  kinds  of  adhesive  work.  It  can  be 
bleached  to  a  brilliant  whiteness,  has  been  analysed  by 
"  Professor  Dr.  Bischof,  the  Government  Analyst,"  and  is  an 
asthma-cure.  We  do  not  yet  know  what  the  vendor  will 
require. 


Within  the  past  month  the  old  bleaching-powder  plant 

at  the  works  of  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.,  Northwich,  has  been 

stopped  owing  to  the  continued  depression  in 

f  'e£*cl2  Plant  the  Cheshire  chemical  industry.  A  number  of 
Shut  Down.  ,         ,  ,  J  . 

men  have  been  thrown  out  of  employment. 

Short  time  is  also  being  worked  in  many  departments.  The 
trade  with  the  United  States  continues  most  unsatisfactory. 
The  British  chemical  industry  is  probably  feeling  the  effects  of 
tariff  more  than  any  other  trade,  and  Middlewich  is  suffering 
acutely.  Since  the  closing  of  this  bleach-plant  the  firm  have 
discharged  a  considerable  number  of  joiners,  fitters,  pan- 
smiths  and  labourers  at  their  Northwich  works. 


Advices  from  Zanzibar  state  that  all  plantation-owners  in 
Pemba  report  a  very  poor  crop  of  cloves  this  year.  Pemba 
will  probably  never  again  equal  the  big 
The  Zanzibar  crops  of  former  years.  Many  of  the  trees 
Clove-crop.  are  getting  old  and  woody,  and  only  have  a 
little  foliage  at  the  top,  although,  if  they  had  been  properly 
pruned,  they  might  now  have  been  in  their  prime.  As  it  is, 
some  of  the  shambas  present  the  aspect  of  forests  rather 
than  plantatioDS,  and  the  trees  are  being  used  for  timber. 
A  very  fine  sample  of  Penaog  cloves  recently  received  from 
London  has  been  the  subject  of  much  interest  both  in 
Zanzibar  and  Pemba.  This  sample  was  specially  selected  to 
show  what  good  cloves  should  be  like  when  properly  pre- 
pared for  market.  Several  experiments  have  since  been 
made  with  the  object  of  ascertaining  whether  it  is  possible 
to  obtain  such  good  results  in  Zanzibar.  Apparently  it  is 
not  enough  to  bestow  attention  upon  the  drying  only.  It  is 
necessary  that  the  buds  when  they  ripen  should  be  picked 
singly,  not  in  bunches,  as  is  usual  in  Zanzibar. 


"  Genuine  Shensi  rhubarb,"  says  the  German  Consul  at 
Shanghai,  "  has  hardly  been  seen  in  the  market  for  several 

years.  The  cultivation  of  the  plant,  and  es- 
Shen8?e         pecially  the  work  of  curing  and  drying  the 

root,  are  very  irksome  and  little  remunerative, 
and  frequent  disturbances  in  the  producing  districts  have  also 
helped  to  bring  the  industry  into  decay.  Moreover,  it 
appears  that  the  consumption  of  rhubarb  generally  has 
fallen  off  within  the  past  few  years." 


The  Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  December  30, 
states  there  is  little  or  no  change  to  report  owing  to  the 
Christmas  holidays.  The  market  for  Castur  oil  is  steady 
and  sales  of  good  Calcutta  seconds  are  reported  at  3^d.  per 
lb.  Some  holders  now  ask  more,  with  the  prospect  of 
better  prices  in  the  near  future.  First-pressing  French  is 
steady  at  3{'T.d.  per  lb.,  while  second-pressure  and  Madras 
good  seconds  are  wanting  at  the  moment.  Quillaia  has 
retired  slightly  from  its  advanced  position,  but  in  the 
view  of  short  arrivals  now  expected  prices  have  stiffened 
somewhat,  and  the  value  of  fair  grade  from  the  quay  is  2AI 
per  ton,  sales  being  reported  of  fine  grade  at  2,61.  per  ton.  In 
Beeswax  more  business  is  reported,  33  sacks  of  Chilian 
changing  hands  at  61.  5s.  to  61. 10s.  per  cwt. ;  61.  10s.  was  re- 
fused for  40  packages,  holder's  views  being  6/.  12s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
Six  sacks  of  Chilian  realised  6^.  15s.  per  cwt.  ;  seven  packages 
Gambia  sold  at  61.  5s.  per  cwt.,  there  are  sellers  at  the  price. 
Linseed  all  round  is  about  6d.  per  qr.  better  for  the  week, 
and  importers  talk  of  yet  higher  prices,  as  the  crops  in  the 


Argentine  have  received  damage  from  the  heavy  rains  which 
have  fallen.  Canary  seed  is  in  very  small  supply  for  the 
better  grade  of  fair  average  quality,  which  is  held  for  26s.  per 
qr.  for  bright ;  qualities  not  up  to  this  standard  are  selling 
at  less  money.  At  auction  a  parcel  of  Seammony  root 
offered  at  32s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  but  there  were  no  buyers  at  the 
price,  their  view  being  below  that  cf  sellers.  Gum  Acacia 
descriptions  are  in  limited  request,  the  inquiries  being 
chiefly  for  a  whiter  class  than  is  at  present  obtainable. 
Soudan  sorts  are  in  small  supply,  and  chiefly  comprise  hard 
amber  descriptions  worth  about  61s.  to  62s.  Medium  grades 
are  slow  of  sale,  and  there  is  an  absence  of  business  to  report. 
A  big  quantity  of  Brazilian  gum  has  arrived,  and  is 
expected  to  sell  readily,  this  description  of  gum  finding 
favour  with  many  buyers  wanting  a  cheap  soluble  gum. 
Sulphate  of  copper  is  very  easy  at  about  161.  per  ton  for 
prompt  delivery.  At  auction  9s.  lkd.  per  cwt.  was  accepted 
for  100  bags  Egyptian  Fenugreek  seed. 

The  Hamburg  Drug-market. 

Our  Hamburg  correspondent  writes  on  December  28  that 
business  is  very  quiet  owing  to  the  Christmas  holidays,  and 
there  are  few  changes  to  report.  Antimony  is  steady  at 
38m.  per  100  kilos.  Balsam  Peru  remains  firm  at  19m.  per 
kilo.  Balsam  Tolu  quiet,  at  3  75m.  per  kilo.  Refined  borax 
is  dull  at  28oj.  to  29m.  per  100  kilos.  Citric  acid  is  flat  at 
230m.  per  100  kilos.  Tartaric  acid  lower,  at  216m.  to  220m. 
per  100  kilos.  Cantharides  unchanged,  at  325m.  to  340m. 
per  100  kilos.  Chlorate  of  potash  is  quiet  at  66m.  per  100 
kilos.  Camphor  is  also  quiet  at  252Jm.  per  100  kilos.  Coca 
leaves  are  quoted  to-day  at  165m.  per  100  kilos.  Mogador 
coriander  unchanged,  at  14jm.  per  100  kilos.  Ergot  of  rye 
is  firm  :  Russian  at  170m.,  Spanish  at  200m.  per  100  kilos. 
Galangal  unchanged  and  quiet  at  40m.,  Gentian  root  offers 
at  46m.  per  100  kilos.  Menthol  is  steady  at  15-Jm.  per  kilo. 
Russian  anise,  new  crop,  at  40.1  m.  per  100  Kilos.  Star 
anise-seed  at  197|m.  per  100  kilos.  Spermaceti  on  the  spot 
offers  at  295m.  per  100  kilos.  Quillaia  hark  for  forward 
delivery  can  be  bought  to-day  at  30|m.-  per  100  kilos. 
Quinine  is  unchanged  ;  second-hand  cau  be  bought  at  34m. 
per  kilo,  to-day.  Cevadilla-seed  for  spot  delivery  is  offering 
at  110m.  per  100  kilos.  Carnauba.  wax  is  unchanged  at 
80m.  to  130m.  per  100  kilos.,  according  to  quality.  Japan 
wax  is  quiet  at  68m.  per  100  kilos.  In  Essential  oils,  Russian 
anise  is  unchanged  at  16m.  per  kilo.  Star-anise  steady,  at 
15|m.  per  kilo.  Citronella  oil  quiet,  at  265m.  per  100  kilos. 
Of  Cajuput  oil  there  is  little  to  be  had  at  105m.  per  case. 
Peppermint  oil,  HGH,  is  quiet  at  5fm.  per  kilo.  Castor  oil 
is  quiet  and  slow  of  sale  at  60m.  per  100  kilos,  for 
January  delivery.  Non-congealing  cod-liver  oil  is  without 
change  at  68m.  per  barrel. 

The  Smyrna  Opium  Market. 

Our  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  December  17 : — 
"  Small  orders  have  been  filled  during  the  week  by  needy 
sellers  at  slightly  easier  prices  than  those  of  the  previous 
week.  The  sales  are  as  follows: — Nineteen  cases  Current 
talequale  at  the  parity  of  7s.  5d.,  7  cases  Karahissar  at  7s.  8d., 
and  5  cases  Bogaditch  at  7s.  lOd.  per  lb.,  all  for  exportation. 
One  exporter,  in  the  hope  of  being  followed  by  others,  has 
paid  7s.  lid.  per  lb.  for  1  case  of  Yerli  talequale  and  1  case 
of  Karahissar.  The  market  closes  quiet.  The  continuance 
of  good  weather,  and  the  approach  of  Christmas  and  the 
New  Year,  has  no  doubt  been  the  cause  of  the  decline.  The 
large  holders  in  the  interior  have,  however,  confidence  in  the 
market,  but  those  at  Constantinople  are  not  of  the  same 
opinion.  It  is  said  in  Smyrna  that  if  the  orders  for  new 
opium  are  likely  to  be  of  any  consequence  they  will  be 
difficult  to  execute.  The  arrivals  to  date  for  the  season  have 
risen  to  3,124  cases  against  1,960  at  the  corresponding  period 
of  last  year." 


Me.  Doxald  Watson,  late  with  Messrs.  Fuerst  Brothers, 
has  been  appointed  secretary  of  the  Formalin  Hygienic 
Company  (Limited),  8  and  10  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  London,  E  C. 

The  Pacific  Coast  Borax  Company,  which  is  said  to 
control  the  borax  trade  of  the  United  States,  is  to  erect  a 
refining  factory  at  Bayonne,  N.J.  The  raw  borax  will  be 
brought  from  California  and  Nevada,  and  refined  in  the  new 
factory. 
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In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt  a  concise, 
but  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only.    Letters,  with  or  without  a  nom-de-plume, 

Notlcd  to 

Correspon-  must  oe  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the 
dents.  writer.    Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 

paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to 
Which  they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


The  Belfast  P.A.T.A.  Meeting. 

Sib, —  I  notice  that  Mr.  James  Hogg  questions  the  accuracy 
of  your  report  of  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Belfast  drug- 
trade,  held  in  connection  with  the  P.A.T.A.  As  Chairman 
of  the  meeting  I  think  that  it  is  only  fair,  both  to  yourselves 
and  to  the  organisers  of  the  meeting,  to  say  that  I  consider 
it  was  one  of  the  most  representative  meetings  of  the  drug- 
trade  ever  held  in  this  city.  The  resolution  in  support  of 
the  P.A.T.A.  was  thoroughly  discussed,  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Mr.  Hogg,  was  supported  by  all  present. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

North  Street,  Belfast,  James  H.  Haslett. 

December  23. 

The  Explosion  with  Erythrol  Tetranitrate. 

SiE, — The  inquiry  into  the  unfortunate  accident  with 
erythrol  tetranitrate  has  not  elicited  very  clearly  the  cause 
of  the  fatal  explosion.  During  the  last  two  years  we  have 
used  erythrol  tetranitrate  somewhat  extensively  at  this 
hospital,  and  have  had  occasion  to  present  it  for  administra- 
tion in  various  forms,  all  of  which  have  necessitated  a 
considerable  amount  of  pulverisation  which,  needless  to  add, 
has  been  conducted  with  a  due  regard  for  that  class  of 
compounds  to  which  erythrol  is  so  closely  related. 

In  no  case  have  we  had  anything  approaching  trouble  or 
danger  with  it.  We  might  add  that  for  all  our  experiments  a 
perfectly  clean  and  dry  glass  mortar  was  used,  which  would, 
of  course,  only  permit  of  slight  detonating  power. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  the  experience  of  others 
with  this,  for  the  moment,  dangerous  compound. 

We  h<ive  the  authority  of  an  eminent  heart  specialist  for 
saying  that  the  relief  afforded  by  erythrol  tetranitrate  in 
cases  of  angina  pectoris  is  far  more  lasting  than  that  of 
either  nitrite  of  amyl  or  nitroglycerine. 

We  are,  &c., 
William  Paesons,  F.C.S. 

J.  LANC4FOBD-MOOEE. 

St.  Baitholomew's  Hospital,  E.C.,  December  29,  1897. 

The  Opposition  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill. 
Sib, — I  notice  in  your  report  of  the  Manchester  meeting 
held  in  opposition  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  that  you  have  got 
the  resolutions  wrongly  reported,  and  should  feel  greatly 
obliged  if  you  will  insert  this  correction.  They  should  read 
as  follows : — 

1.  That  this  meeting  having  read  the  draft  Pharmacy  Bill  is 
strongly  dissatisfied  with  the  terms  contained  in  clause  3,  and 
whilst  admitting  that  Associates  should  be  granted  increased 
privileges  in  connection  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  to  confer 
upon  them  the  title  of  Member  will  be  calculated  to  decrease  the 
value  of  the  Major  qualification,  and  it  is  hereby  resolved  that 
unless  such  condition  be  omitted  from  the  Bill,  this  meeting  will 
use  all  legitimate  means  to  prevent  the  same  becoming  law. 

2.  That  no  proposal  to  make  chemists  and  druggists  members 
can  be  accepted  unless  a  corresponding  advantage  be  conceded 
to  pharmaceutical  chemists. 

This  will  show  that  we  would  elect  associates  on  the 
Council,  but  would  reserve  the  title  of  "Member"  to 
pharmaceutical  chemists  on  account  of  the  evident  confusion 
that  would  otherwise  result.  The  alternative  proposition 
(2)  we  would  accept  as  a  compromise.  Several  arguments 
were  introduced  against  the  present  wording  of  Clause  3  in 
the  Bill,  the  principal  of  which,  with  suggestions,  have  been 
forwarded  to  the  President.  We  are  being  very  strongly 
supported  in  this  district,  and  I  have  been  the  recipient  of 


many  letters  from  other  parts  of  England  offering 
assistance  to  our  opposition.  Kindly  allow  rne  here  to  invite 
others  who  have  the  same  views  as  ourselves  to  communicate 
with  me,  stating  their  willingness  to  support  our  opposition, 
to  the  Bill  unless  amended. 

Faithfully  yours, 
Market  Street,  Manchester,  Walter  Gibbons. 

December  29. 

Dentistry  Hints. 

Sib, — I  read  with  interest  the  letter,  under  "  Dental  Advice," 
of  "  Periosteum."  My  experience  confirms  his — that  for  us  un- 
registered practitioners  cocaine  is  not  safe.  I  never  use  it  now, 
but  what  is  perfectly  safe  and  quite  as  efficacious  is  ethyl 
chloride.  As  to  haemorrhage  after  extraction,  I  have  suc- 
cessfully used  tr.  ferri  perch.  Only  last  week  a  neighbour  of 
mine  went  to  a  noted  dentist  in  town  for  an  extraction, 
came  home,  and  after  bleeding  had  continued  for  eight 
hours  he  sent  for  me.  I  syringed  out  with  my  ear-syringe 
and  plugged  with  tr.  ferri  perch.  All  the  bleeding  was  over 
in  ten  minutes.    I  took  out  the  plug  next  day. 

Truly  yours, 

Hants.  (45/73.> 

The  Courtesy  of  Chemists'  Assistants. 

Sib, — Of  late  years  much  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
question  of  the  education  of  the  pharmacist,  but  there  would 
seem  to  be  still  something  wanting— a  scheme  for  incul- 
cating a  sense  of  the  commonest  courtesy  into  the  coming 
members  of  our  craft. 

Some  two  months  ago  I  had  a  letter  of  application  for  x 
vacancy  I  advertised,  and  though  I  twice  wrote  to  the  appli- 
cant I  heard  nothing  further  of  him.  The  same  gentle- 
man (?),  having  made  an  appointment  with  a  friend  of  mine, 
neither  kept  the  engagement  nor  wrote  a  line  of  excuse. 

Again,  last  week  I  wrote  to  six  persons  who  were  adver- 
tising as  wanting  a  situation.  Of  these  six,  only  one  had 
the  courtesy  to  take  any  notice  of  my  letter.  And,  from 
what  I  hear,  mine  is  no  uncommon  experience.  It  is  no 
wonder  that  one  so  often  hears  it  remarked  that  there  is 
not  the  same  class  of  men  that  there  was  some  years  ago. 
I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

London,  December  26.  Westebner.    (46/15.  > 

The  Stamp-duty  and  Ireland. 

Sib, — I  note  a  letter  from  Mr.  J.  C.  Mc Walter,  asking  the 
proprietors  of  certain  articles  to  give  their  reason  for 
charging  the  same  price  for  unstamped  medicine  in  Ireland 
as  for  the  same  articles  stamped  in  England.  As  the  article 
that  I  represent  is  mentioned,  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  on 
the  subject. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  the  public,  it  does  not  matter 
much  whether  the  stamp  is  present  or  absent,  as  the  public 
do  not  swallow  the  stamp,  but  the  medicine,  and,  of  course, 
it  is  for  the  latter  that  they  pay  their  money.  Therefore, 
the  Irish  public  get  the  same  real  value  for  their  money, 
if  they  pay  the  same  price  as  the  English.  The  pricing  of 
an  article  like  ours  is  to  a  certain  extent  an  arbitrary 
matter.  We  could  just  as  easily  have  charged  Is.  lhd.  for 
it  as  l\d.,  but  preferred  to  cater  for  the  million.  We  do  not 
think  it  expedient  to  have  our  article  retailed  at  different 
prices  (l\d.  and  6d.)  in  countries  so  adjacent  as  England 
and  Ireland,  and  we  think  the  33^  per  cent,  which  we 
leave  and  protect  for  the  retailer  should  be  enough  to 
satisfy  both  English  and  Irish  chemists ;  indeed,  such  has 
been  lately  clearly  proved  to  me  to  be  the  case,  in  a  trip  I 
recently  made  right  through  Ireland.  As  regards  the  cost  of 
advertising  goods  in  Ireland,  I  do  not  know  how  it  may  be 
for  other  people  ;  but  whether  your  correspondent  wishes  to 
be  told  so  or  not,  it  is  the  fact  that  because  of  the  extra 
profit  made  through  the  absence  of  a  stamp  in  Ireland,  we 
spend  much  more  money  in  advertising  our  article  in  that 
country.  Our  window  displays,  &c,  are  found  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  English  chemists,  and  to  sell  the  "  Frog  "  here. 
In  Ireland,  however,  with  a  given  quantity,  we  give  much 
more  advertising  aid.  This  is  the  explanation  as  far  as 
"  Frog  in  the  Throat"  is  concerned.  Whether  it  is  likely  to 
satisfy  your  correspondent  or  not  I  do  not  know.  I  would 
point  out,  however,  that  the  really  important  thiDg  to  the 
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retailer  is  not  so  much,  What  does  the  proprietor  get  out  of 
this  or  that  article  ?  as,  Will  the  selling  of  the  article  pay 
him  1  If  I  went  to  your  correspondent  and  told  him  that 
I  lost  11.  on  each  gross  of  my  goods  that  I  sold  in  Ireland, 
he  would  probably  reply  that  it  was  no  business  of  his. 
The  inverse  of  this  would  probably  be,  after  all,  the  most 
suitable  rejoinder  to  his  letter. 

Yours  faithfully, 
120§  Southwark  Street,  London,  S.E.,      J.  E.  Gabeatt. 
December  28. 

P.A.T.A.  Handbill  Distribution. 

Sir, — Some  manufacturers  must  be  unreasonable  to 
•expect  intelligent  business-men  to  continue  to  handle  their 
goods  upon  which  they  receive  practically  no  profit,  but 
every  chemist  should  do  his  part  to  render  encouragement  to 
those  proprietors  who  have  had  the  courage  to  ensure  for 
their  customers  a  reasonable  profit  upon  their  goods. 

Chemists  in  every  town  should  join  together  to  defray, 
say,  a  fifth  of  the  cost  of  distributing  handbills  of  popular 
P.A.T.A.  articles.  Local  associations  might  carry  out  such 
an  arrangement — in  the  larger  towns  it  would  mean  but  a 
few  pence  per  thousand.  It  would  be  a  movement  that 
would  carry  conviction  to  those  manufacturers  still  holding 
•out  that  we  are  earnest  in  the  work  and  determined  to  win. 

Yours,  &c, 

Ap  Gwalia.  (47/3.) 

Income-tax  Claims. 

Sir, — As  most  of  your  readers  who  are  engaged  in  business 
are  now  ascertaining  the  amount  of  their  profits  for  the  past 
year,  will  you  allow  us  to  remind  them  that,  if  such  profits 
show  a  diminution  they  may  be  entitled  to  the  repayment 
of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  income-tax  paid  in  respect 
of  the  same,  and  to  point  out  the  importance  of  making  the 
•claim  forthwith.  Thousands  of  people  pay  tax  for  which 
they  are  not  liable,  particularly  those  whose  incomes  are 
•derived  from  property  and  investments  where  tax  is  deducted 
before  being  paid  to  the  recipients,  even  when  dividends  are 
paid  "  free  of  income-tax." 

Claims  can  in  many  cases  now  be  made  for  four  years,  and 
the  sum  repayable  might  in  the  case  of  private  incomes  alone 
•exceed  42Z.  up  to  the  end  of  the  current  financial  year,  to  say 
nothing  of  tax  allowed  in  respect  of  life  insurance  premiums 
■even  when  the  income  exceeds  500Z.  We  shall  be  glad  to 
•advise  any  of  your  readers  gratuitously  whether  they  can 
make  a  claim  if  they  send  us  full  particulars  of  their  incomes 
and  a  stamped  addressed  envelope. 

Yours  faithfully, 
The  Income-tax  Adjustment  Agency. 

12  and  13  Poultry,  London,  E.G.,  December  23,  1897. 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


We  do  not  give  legal  opinions  by  post.  Information  regarding  most  legal 
matters  in  connection  with  pharmacy  will  be  found  in  The  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Diary,  and  in  "Pharmacy  and  Poison  Laws  of  the 
United  Kingdom,"  and  Alpe's  "  Handy-book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty." 


43/72.  IT".  S.  II. — If  you  hold  a  retailer's  wine-licence  you 
may  only  sell  wine  in  reputed  pint  or  quart  bottles,  and  you 
must  not  sell  more  than  2  gals,  in  any  one  transaction. 

43/74.  Chemicus. — Biniodide  of  mercury  is  not  a  poison 
5n  Great  Britain,  but  it  is  in  Ireland. 

42/40.  B.  G.  B. — -The  law  in  regard  to  compounds  is  very 
stringent.  By  43  &  44  Vict.  c.  24,  sees.  3,  5,  any  person 
who  rectifies  (i.e.,  redistils)  or  compounds  (i.e.,  mixes) 
spirits  with  any  flavouring  material  or  ingredient  is  re- 
quired to  take  out  a  compounder's  licence.  The  Excise 
authorities  do  not  take  an  extreme  view  of  this  enactment, 
and  as  a  rule  do  not  require  the  makers  of  non-potable 
essences  to  take  out  a  compounder's  licence.  No  general 
rule  for  exemption  has,  however,  been  made  public.  Samples 
are  usually  obtained,  and  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  are 
guided  very  much  by  the  reports  of  their  chemical  and 
technical  officers  in  each  case  as  to  whether  they  shall  call  on 


the  makers  to  pay  the  licence.  You  might  appeal  from  the 
local  officials  to  Somerset  House,  and  possibly  some  altera- 
tion in  the  composition  of  your  essences  would  be  accepted. 
Of  course  you  can  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue,  but  the  law  is  so  comprehensive  that  their 
opinion  is  practically  final. 

43/49.  Cymroe. — It  is  perfectly  legal  for  chemists  or  any- 
one else  to  advertise  "  Veterinary  Medicines." 

39/70.  W.  7?. — There  is  no  legal  authority  for  it,  but  we 
think  a  registered  chemist  can  call  his  shop  a  pharmacy. 

38/65.  Burnden. — The  query  you  send  as  to  enforcing  the 
ground-rent  is  beyond  the  scope  of  such  replies  as  these.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  give  you  advice  of  any  value  without 
having  the  documents  before  us.  and  even  then  the  question 
raised  is  one  of  considerable  difficulty.  You  should  employ 
an  experienced  local  solicitor.  No  doubt  someone  is  liable 
for  the  rent  of  the  small  piece,  but  a  difficulty  has  been 
created  by  not  including  it  in  the  lease.  You  will  have  to 
bring  an  action  for  specific  performance  of  the  original  agree- 
ment, and  the  Court  will  probably  treat  the  lease  as  having 
been  granted,  and  give  the  consequent  remedies.  Possibly, 
if  the  mortgagee  were  joined  as  a  defendant,  he  would  have 
the  pleasure  of  paying  the  costs  of  the  action. 

40/45.  Yorkshireman. — Having  undertaken  to  keep  the 
interior  of  the  premises  in  good  and  tenantable  repair,  you 
(the  tenant)  are  liable  to  repair  the  floor  unless  the  damage 
arose  from  fair  wear  and  tear,  fire,  or  tempest  (as  stipulated). 
If  the  floor  was  so  rotten  when  you  went  in  that  ordinary 
wear  and  tear  has  caused  its  present  state,  you  could  not  (we 
think)  make  the  landlord  repair  it  for  you,  unless  there  is  a 
covenant  by  the  landlord  in  the  lease  to  keep  the  premises 
in  repair,  so  that  you  have  the  option  of  running  the  risk  of 
accident  or  doing  the  repairs  yourself. 

42/14.  France  wants  to  know  how  he  can  give  valid 
security  to  his  wife  for  a  loan  of  money  to  use  in  his 
business  ?  The  Courts  are  always  extremely  sceptical  about 
loans  from  the  wife  to  the  husband,  and  if  any  such  loan  is 
to  be  made  it  should  take  the  form  of  a  cheque  which  could 
be  passed  through  the  husband's  banking  account  and 
which  the  wife  will  have  as  evidence.  There  is  no  means  of 
registering  the  loan  except  by  a  bill  of  sale  which  is  one  of 
the  most  ticklish  forms  of  security,  and  ought  to  be  prepared 
by  a  solicitor  of  experience,  as  the  slightest  irregularities  will 
cause  it  to  be  upset.  If  we  were  advising  the  wife  we  should 
recommend  her  to  keep  her  money.  In  case  of  bankruptcy 
the  wife,  as  -  an  unsecured  creditor,  is  only  entitled  to  a 
dividend  after  the  rest  of  the  creditors  are  paid  in  full. 

168/32.  A.  H.  IF. — It  is  legal  for  unregistered  persons  to 
sell  so-called  "  linseed,  liquorice,  and  chlorodyne  lozenges," 
provided  they  contain  no  scheduled  poisons.  There  is  no 
standard  for  these  requiring  that  they  should  contain  a 
poison. 

47/72.  TV.  S'  Co. — The  Revenue  permission  to  use  methy- 
lated spirit  in  the  preparation  of  certain  liniments  does  not 
necessarily  render  it  legal  to  sell  them  so  prepared  under 
their  usual  names.  We  are  not  aware  that  the  question  has 
ever  been  raised  in  a  Court,  but,  judging  from  a  great  many 
other  cases,  we  should  say  a  Court  would  convict  unless  the 
article  were  expressly  sold  as  methylated. 

47/19.  Pantomime. — The  local  authority  cannot  override 
the  Act  of  Parliament.  They  cannot  prevent  you  storing 
3  gall,  or  less  of  benzoline,  if  stored  in  stoppered-bottles  of 
1  pint  or  less,  as  sanctioned  by  the  Statute. 

46/71.  Master. — You  might  possibly  recover  a  trifle  from 
the  father  for  the  loss  of  your  apprentice's  services  if  the 
indenture  is  in  order.  You  would  have  to  sue  in  the  County 
Court.  But  the  amount  you  could  get  for  the  loss  of  such 
services  for  three  months  would  be  so  small  that  it  could  not 
be  worth  troubling  about. 

46/58.    Amicus. — If  you  purchase   tincture   of  rhubarb 
from  a  wholesale  druggist,  and  it  is  labelled  with  the  words 
"  Tinct.  rhei  B.P.,"  that  and  the  invoice  taken  together  (if 
\  the  tincture  were  invoiced  as  B.P.)  would  form  a  warranty. 
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Such  a  view  has  been  held  in  the  cases  of  Laidlaw  v.  Wilson, 
Lindsay  v.  Rook,  &c.  But  notice  of  such  a  defence  must  be 
given  when  the  summons  is  received.  It  would  be  simpler  if, 
when  you  buy  the  tincture,  you  asked  the  maker  to  furnish  a 
formal  written  warranty. 

48/52.  E.  J. — You  must  stamp  medicines  (if  they  are 
liable)  which  you  sell  here  for  shipment  to  Australia.  But 
if  you  have  an  agent  there  you  can  consign  the  medicine  to 
him  unstamped,  and  no  stamp  is  necessary  there. 

47/59.  A.  B.  C. — We  think  you  are  entitled  to  cancel  the 
contract  you  made  with  the  company  named  ;  but  they  can 
recover  from  you  such  damages  as  they  can  satisfy  a  Court 
you  have  caused  them  by  your  failure  to  carry  out  the 
arrangement. 

47/62.  JEqualis.  —  We  do  not  understand  your  first 
question.  Getting  a  patent  would  not  save  the  cost  of  any 
stamps.  We  cannot  say  whether  an  undefined  article  can 
be  patented.  It  is  illegal  to  describe  an  article  as  patent 
which  is  not  so.  You  are  liable  to  a  penalty  of  hi.  for  every 
such  offence. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


We  reply  to  our  subscribers  and  their  employees  only  ;  queries  must, 
therefore,  be  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  subscriber.  When 
more  than  one  query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece 
of  paper.  When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query  full  par- 
ticulars regarding  the  origin  and  use  of  the  sample  must 
be  given,  and  the  name  of  the  querist  should  be  placed  on  the  sample. 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post. 


Notice  to 
Querists. 


5nj. 
5iss. 

3xx. 


-What  yon  seem  to  require  is  a 


For  white 


36/39.  Scot. — (1)  Liquor  Podophylli. — This  is  best  made 
by  the  U.S. P.  process  (ext.  podophylli  fluid.)  which  consists 
in  exhausting  powdered-podophyllum  peltatuum  by  a  mixture 
of  3  parts  of  rectified  spirit  and  1  of  water.  It  is  a  1-in-l 
liquid  extract.  (2)  Liquor  Rhei  pro;  Syrupo.  —  No 
satisfactory  formula  for  this  has  been  published. 

36, 6.    W.  A. — (1)  Blistering-liquid  for  Horses  : — 

Cantharides  .. 
Euphorbium 
Amyl  acetate 
Spirit  to 

Macerate  for  four  days,  filter  and  wash  the  marc  with  spirit  to 
make  1  pint. 

(2)  Straw-hat  Reviver, 
varnish : — 

Shellac        ...       ...       ...       ...  giv. 

Sandarac     ...       ...        ...       ...  Jj. 

Gum  thus  ...       ...       ...  5j. 

Methylated  spirit   Oj. 

In  this  dissolve  aniline  dyes  of  the  requisite  colour, 
straw,  white  shellac  must  be  used. 

39/7.    Ritsticus. — (1)  Healing-salve  in  Sticks:  — 

Emp.  picis, 

Emp.  resinas, 

Adipis,  aa  partes  ajquales. 

Melt  together  and  pour  into  cold  water.  As  soon  as  the  mass 
cools  remove  from  the  water,  knead  till  tough,  and  form  into 
sticks. 

(2)  Megilp,  the  medium  used  by  artists  for  thinning 
colours,  is  prepared  by  mixing  equal  parts  of  linseed  oil  and 
mastic  varnish,  and  evaporating  so  that  when  cool  it  is  of 
the  consistency  of  vaseline. 

37/70.  J.  H.  T. — (1)  Brilliantine  intended  to  separate 
into  two  layers  should  be  made  with  absolute  alcohol.  It 
will  then  separate  entirely,  both  layers  being  quite  bright. 
In  the  batch  you  have  made  with  rectified  spirit  and 
complain  about,  you  might  take  out  the  water  by  the  B.P. 
process  described  under  alcohol,  ethylicum,  if  you  consider  it 
worth  your  while.  (2)  Training  for  Public  Analyst.  See 
Educational  number,  September  4,  1897,  page  420. 

39/49.  Trional. — The  article  you  name  is  a  proprietary 
one,  the  composition  of  which  we  do  not  know. 


39/9.    Earlier.— Black  Ink  :  — 

Bruised  galls...  ...  ...  ...  gxxiv. 

Rasped  logwood  ...  ...  ...  5vii]. 

Sulphate  of  iron  ...  ...  ...  jxij. 

Powdered  acacia  ...  ...  ...  §vj. 

Creosote       ...  ...  ...  ...  30  drops 

Soft  water     ...  ...  ...  ...     3  gals. 

Boil  the  galls  and  logwood  in  the  water  till  reduced  to  2  gals., 
then  add  the  other  ingredients  and  set  aside  for  fourteen  days,, 
stirring  frequently,  when  it  will  be  ready  for  use. 

38/7.  71.  G. — The  dental  modelling-composition  for 
mula  is  given  on  page  902,  June  5,  1897. 

38/69.  E.  E  — Petroleum-emulsion.— See  the  1897  Diary,. 
page  271. 

41/6.    Subscriber  (Co.  Cork)  sends  a  pow-der  which  is  to- 
be    added  to  1  lb.  Epsom  salts,  and  given  to  cattle  for 
Murrain.  It  consists  of  antim.  nig.  51SS.,  pulv.glycyrrh.  5iiss.,. 
mixed  together. 

39/38.    F.  P. — The  sample  of  Ballroom-floor  Polish  is 

composed  of  hard  paraffin  (2)  and  boric  acid  (1).  Melt  the 
paraffin-wax  and  stir  in  the  boric  acid,  and  when  cold 
powder.  You  do  not  say  what  proportions  you  use  in  the 
polish  you  have  been  making. 

14/12/97.  Jaborandi.  —  Ballroom-floor  Polish.  —  Se& 
reply  to  39/33  ("  F.  P.") 

37/39.  Nemo. — (1)  The  sample  of  Confectionery-varnish 
is  composed  of  Tolu  balsam  (5)  and  shellac  (1)  dissolved  in 
rectified  spirit  (20).  The  figures  indicate  the  probable 
quantities.  (2)  Kola  Essence. — Percolate  the  seeds  in  No. 
20  powder,  with  a  menstruum  of  rectified  4,  glycerine  1, 
water  11  parts  to  make  a  l-in-2  liquid  extract.  For 
apparatus,  refer  to  1898  Diary. 

39/23.    M.  A.  S—  Artificial  Essences  : — 

(1)  Raspberry    (2)  Strawberry 


Ac.  succinic.  ... 

1  part 

—  part 

Ac.  tartaric. 

...     5  „ 

>> 

Aldehyde 

...     1  „ 

)> 

./Ether,  acetic. 

...     5  „ 

5  » 

JE.  amyl-acetic. 

3  „ 

M.  amyl-butyrie.  ... 

...     1  „ 

2  „ 

JE.  benzoic  

...     1  „ 

JE.  butyric  

...     1  „ 

5  ,',* 

JE.  formic.  ... 

...     1  „ 

1  ». 

JE.  methyl-salicylic. 

...     1  „ 

1  „ 

JE.  nitros.  ... 

...     1  „ 

1  .„ 

JE.  oenanthic. 

...     1  „ 

JE.  sebacylic. 

...     1  „ 

j> 

Fuchsin. 

...  q.s. 

q.s. 

Glycerine  ... 

...     4  „ 

2  „ 

Rectified  spirit 

...  100  ,, 

100  „ 

38/5. 
to  this  :- 


Alexander. — Your  sample  of  Hair-wash  is  similar 


Ac.  acetic.  B.P. 
Tr.  canthar.  ... 
Ess.  bouquet ... 
Glycerine 
Sacch.  ust. 
Aquaa  ad  ... 

Filter  bright. 


3J. 

3j- 

5uj. 

5iij. 

q.s. 

oviij. 


37/46.  Celery.— Liquid  Extract  of  Celery  is  prepared  by 
repercolation  with  proof-spirit  of  the  coarsely-powdered  fruits 
of  Apium  graveolens. 

40/13.  Cucumber  (Timaru). — You  cannot  make  jasmin- 
pomade  unless  you  can  command  large  supplies  of  jasmin- 
flowers.  You  can  replace  the  jasmin-pomade  in  the  formula 
for  glycerine  and  cucumber  (March  20, 1897,  page  487)  by  an 
equal  quantity  of  the  following  Cucumber-ointment : — Cut 
into  thin  slices  three  unripe  cucumbers,  and,  having  pre- 
viously melted  \  lb.  of  lard  in  a  water  -  bath,  add  the 
cucumber,  and  digest  the  mixture  for  six  hours,  then  strain 
and  stir  till  cold.  The  addition  of  60  gr.  of  borax  to  the  larci 
before  adding  the  cucumber  has  been  recommended  as 
tending  to  give  a  finer-flavoured  pomade,  and  preventing 
decomposition. 
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f  150/7.  J.  W. — In  regard  to  the  Eelative  Safety  of  the 
Coal-tar  Antipyretics  there  is  a  report  in  the  Practi- 
tioner (vol.  xliii.,  page  263)  in  which  phenacetin  was 
regarded  as  safest,  there  never  having  been  reported  a  case 
of  collapse  or  subnormal  temperature  resulting  from  its  use. 
It  possesses  in  addition  a  slight  soporific  action. 

.149,28  Inquirer.— The  salicylate  of  quinine  formed  in  the 
formula  for  Stimulating  Hair-lotion  in  the  1896  Diary  is 
an  antiseptic  especially  serviceable  in  the  treatment  of 
scurf. 

36, 44.  T.  B.  3IcII—We  can  only  repeat  what  we  told  a 
correspondent  the  other  week,  that  "  most  of  the  books  of 
synonyms  are  out  of  print." 

36/56.  Sarsa  inquires  "  What  is  a  fair  weekly  allowance 
to  make  an  assistant  who  is  changing  from  '  indoor '  to  '  out- 
door '  in  lieu  of  board  and  lodging  ? "  From  15s.  to  20s.  a 
week,  depending  on  the  status  of  the  assistant. 

37/66.  J.  C. — Your  formula  for  Jet-black  Straw-hat 
Polish,  seems  to  be  too  strong.  Try  the  formula  given  in 
answer  to  the  query  36  6  ("  W.  A.") 

37,26.    Marrow. — (1)  Cantharidine-pomade  : — 

Beeswax    3yj. 

Cantharides  oil  (1  in  8)    oj- 

Olive  oil    5vij. 

Benzoated  lard    Sviij. 

Palm  oil    5>ij- 

Oil  of  lavender    5j- 

Oil  of  pimento    5ss. 

Mix. 

(2)  Marrow-pomade  : — 

Beeswax    S'ss. 

Beef-marrow  ...       ...       ...       ...  Sviij 

Jasmin-pomade        ...       ...       ...  3iv. 

Olive  oil    Sxij. 

Palm  oil    5iij. 

Ess.  lemon    5uj- 

Ess.  bergamot   31  i j . 

Mix. 

<(3)  Nutritive-pomade  as  marrow-potoade,  using  lard  instead 
of  beef-marrow,  and  varying  the  perfume. 

19/52.  J.  B.  P. — -"Bacteria  and  their  Products,"  by  Dr. 
Sims  Woodhead  (Walter  Scott,  3s.  6^.),  will  suit  you. 

248/48.  W.  B.  throws  out  the  suggestion  that  ferri  et 
strychninoe  citras  might  be  given  a  distinctive  colour  so  as  to 
•distinguish  it  from  ferri  et  quininas  citras. 

258  16.    Kino. — (1)  Arsenical  Weed-killer: — 

White  arsenic    5ij. 

Carbonate  of  soda  ...       ...       ...  5'V. 

Aniline  water-blue  ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Water...       ...  ...       ...       ...  Cong.  J. 

Boil  the  arsenic  and  carbonate  of  soda  together  in  the  water, 
•and  add  the  colouring,  previously  dissolved  in  a  little  water. 

(2)  Foot-rot  Lotion  for  sheep  : — 

Butter  of  antimony  ...       ...       ...  §iv. 

Spirit  of  salt  §j. 

Verdigris       ...       ...       ...       ...  Jss. 

Vinegar   Iviij. 

Mix. 

Apply  with  a  feather. 
((3)  Worm-ball  for  horses  :  — 

Santonin       ...       ...       ...       ...  jy. 

Tartar  emetic    5ss. 

Physic  mass   ...  Jss. 

Make  a  ball. 

14/44.    Di)ire.-(l)  Wool-dyeing  with  Aniline  Dyes  — 

"For  golden  brown  you  will  ined  one  or  other  of  the  following 
browns  according  to  the  shade  you  require:  "Cloth  Brown  G" 
■dyes  chrome-mordanted  wool  a  yellowish  brown.  "  Fast 
Brown  G,""  Fast;  Brown  38,"  "  Acid  Brown  G,"and  "  Resorcin 
Brown  "  eive  other  shades  f-om  an  acid  bath.  For  bronze- 
green,  "Malachi'e  Green"  dyes  direct  (the  bath  to  be  gradu- 


ally heated  to  boiling).  A  yellower  shade  than  this  is  given 
by  "Brilliant  Green"  the  wool  requiring  mordanting  with 
tannin  and  tartar  emetic.  (2)  We  know  of  no  book  on 
bleaching  and  curing  sheep-skins.  (3)  For  Kemoving  Stains 
of  Aniline  Dyes  from  the  hands  use  hydrochloric  acid  and 
methylated  spirit. 

261/58.  Bareges. — Your  customer  wants  sulphurated 
potash  when  he  asks  for  Bare'ges.  Bareges  water  is  a 
sulphurous  water  used  as  a  bath  in  chronic  rheumatism  and 
skin-diseases,  and  is  imitated  by  dissolving  4  oz.  of  sul- 
phurated potash  in  30  gallons  of  water. 

12/58.  H.J.  O. — Ointment  for  Sores. — You  can  make  an 
ointment  similar  to  your  sample  by  melting  together  equal 
parts  of  vaseline  and  resin  plaster,  and  scenting  the  mixture 
with  oil  of  wintergreen  in  the  proportion  of  about  5j.  of  the  oil 
to  jiv.  of  ointment. 

12/57.  J.  E. — Condition-syrup  for  dogs,  as  your 
sample : — 

Balsam  of  sulphur   •$]'• 

Olive  oil  to    ...    Jiv. 

Dose  :  One  teaspoonful  each  day. 

The  balsam  of  sulphur  is  made  by  heating  together  2  oz.  of 
sulphur  with  16  oz.  of  olive  oil  in  a  sand-bath  till  it  assumes 
the  consistence  of  a  thick  balsam. 


12/5.  Alpha. — Poultry-powder, 
your  sample  is  made  by  mixing — 

Powdered  fenugreek 
Sulphate  of  iron 
Powdered  gentian  ... 
Powdered  liquorice  ... 
Rice-flour 


-A  similar  powder  to 


Oz. 

i 


4 


Two  tablespoonfuls  of  this  powder  are  mixed  with  the  food  for 
twelve  fowls  once  daily. 

17/11/97.    Berks.— Synthetic  Wallflower  Perfume  :— 

5iv. 


Mix. 


Terpineol  ...   

CEillet  

Ionone 

Heliotropin  ... 
Coumarin 

Oil  of  cassia  

Triple  orange-flower  water.. 
Rectified  spirit  to   


5hj. 

1TVXX, 

5j. 

gr.  x. 
nixxx, 

Sij. 

Sxxv. 


16/9.  B.  B. — The  sample  of  compound  tincture  of  bark 
"sold  by  grocers"  is  poor  stuff,  apparently  a  diluted  tr. 
cinch.  CO.,  B.P. 

16/4.  R.  S.  S.  (Cape  Colony).— The  process  of  making 
Calcium  Carbide  now  used  consists  of  heating  together  a 
mixture  of  coal  and  lime  in  the  intense  heat  of  an  electric 
furnace,  which  method  is,  however,  covered  by  a  patent. 

16/19.  Seagull. — (1)  To  Keep  Lard  Sweet  without  the  use 
of  salt  or  benzoin  you  must  keep  it  in  airtight  tins,  and  on 
the  top  place  a  piece  of  linen  soaked  with  formalin.  (2)  The 
following  formula  for  Cough  and  Lung  Balsam  will  be  what 
you  require : — 

Ol.  anisi    ttlxxx. 

01.  menth.  pip.         ...    mxv. 

Spt.  vim'  rect   Jj. 

Acet.  scilte   ...       ...       ...       ...  jij.l 

Syr.  papaveris    Jiiss. 

Theriacaa       ...       ...       ...       ...  Jiv. 

Dec.  cetrarias  ad      ...    Oj. 

Dose  :  One  teaspoonful  when  the  cough  is  troublesome. 

19/8.  // CI. — Neutralise  the  hydrochloric  acid  you  have 
spilt  on  your  book  with  carbonate-of-soda  solution,  and  after 
washing  leave  the  pages  to  dry.  Better  not  attempt  removing 
any  stains,  as  the  paper  is  probably  rotten  enough  after  its 
acid  bath. 

16/11.  Lignum. — Removing  aniline  marking-ink  stains  is 
sometimes  very  difficult.  The  best  agents  to  try  are  spirit 
of  salt,  chloride  of  lime  acidulated  with  an  acid,  and  methyl- 
ated spirit. 
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17/63.  Cantab. — You  do  not  say  which  formula  for  white 
oils  you  have  been  unsuccessful  with.  We  have  recently 
given  a  formula  which  as  an  emulsion  is  faultless. 

17/28.  H.  C.  R.—(l)  For  information  on  distilling  see  the 
1898  Diary.  Did  you  not  scorch  the  contents  of  the  still  to 
yield  you  a  "malignant  empyreumatic  stink"?  (2)  The 
British  Association  Report  is  published  by  John  Murray, 
50a  Albemarle  Street,  W. 

17/54.  Zacto-Malted. — Formalin  will  be  better  as  a  pre- 
servative for  your  non-alcoholic  ginger  wine.  Your  10-gal. 
batch  will  require  a  tablespoonful. 

17/40.  J.  W.  B  —  Carnauba  Wax  is  yielded  by  the  leaves 
of  Coperriica  ccrifcra.  It  is  odourless  and  of  a  greenish- 
yellow  colour,  harder  and  of  higher  sp.  gr.  (about  1,000)  and 
melting-point  (80°  to  85°  C.)  than  beeswax,  which  pro- 
perties give  it  advantages  for  certain  uses,  one  of  the  more 
recent  ones  being  in  the  preparation  of  brown  boot-polish. 
It  is  also  half  the  price  of  beeswax. 

18/9.  Dais;/. — Well  clean  the  shabby  brown  boots  with 
benzine  to  remove  the  greasy  polish,  and  give  them  two  or 
three  coats  of  the  following  Boot-varnish  : — "  Dissolve  5ij. 
extract  of  logwood  in  a  pint  of  water  by  heat,  and  add  51V.  of 
borax,  then  gij.  of  shellac,  and  lastly  gij,  of  ammonia.  Keep 
at  a  gentle  heat  with  stirring  until  the  shellac  has  dissolved 
and  the  smell  of  ammonia  disappeared." 

17/31.  Antipyrin.  —  (1)  Microscopic  examination  and 
comparison  is  a  satisfactory  method  of  telling  the  quality  of 
German  Yeast.    (2)  Children's  Cough-mixture  : — 


Vin.  ipecac.  ... 

Tr.  scillse 

Tr.  hyoscy.  ... 

Potass,  bromid. 

Oxymel. 

Glycerini 

Syrupi  ad 


...  3vj. 

...  Sss. 

...  5ss. 

...  5iij. 

...  5v. 

...  Sij- 

...  3xx. 


Dose :  For  a  child  of  6  months,  half  a  teaspooiiful ;  from  6 
months  to  2  years,  one  teaspooiiful. 

(3)  Of  the  two  formula?  for  cooling  and  teething  powders  you 
submit  the  following  seems  the  better: — ■ 

Hydrarg.  subchlor., 
Pulv.  antinionialis, 
Pulv.  pot.  nitr., 

Pulv.  sacch.  alb.      ...       ...       aa.  partes  oequales 

Dose  :  Under  1  year,  2  gr. ;  over  1  year,  4  gr. 
This  is  better  without  the  nitre. 

18/72.  Leech. — Zincates  are  compounds  derived  from 
zinc  hydroxide  (ZnO.,H.,)  by  replacing  the  H  by  positive 
metals.  Zincate  of  potash  (ZnO,K:0)  is  prepared  by  dis- 
solving ZnOoEL,  in  caustic-potash  solution  and  precipitating 
by  means  of  alcohol. 

18/26.  Game-spice.— Your  sample  of  Spice  for  Fowl's 
Food  has  a  composition  closely  approximating  the 
following : — 

Powdered  capsicums         ...       ...  5iv. 

Powdered  fenugreek  ...       ...  *j. 

Sugar  

Lentil-meal  ...       ...       ...       ...  Jviij. 

Mix. 

A  4-oz.  packet  of  this  food  mixed  with  the  meal  or  soft  food  is 
the  quantity  for  twelve  hens. 

18/30.  Badnor. — Acid  sulphate  of  potash  is  sold  under 
various  naoies  as  a  Substitute  for  Cream  of  tartar  and 
rattaric  acid.  Acid  phosphates  of  calcium  ;and  ammonia  are 
also  used. 

19/51.  Non  PareiL— Your  liquid  extract  of  tea  will  cer- 
tainly not  keep  without  a  proportion  of  spirit,  glycerine,  or 
formalin.  The  infusion  of  tea  should  be  made  with  boiling 
water  to  obtain  the  best  results. 

25,11/97.    J.  R — Ballroom- floor  Polishing-powder. — A 

mixture  of  powdered  hard  paraffin  and  boracic  acid  has  re- 
placed powdered  spermaceti,  which  was  formerly  solely  used 
for  this  purpose. 


20/28.  Ozone. — The  sample  of  Cheap  Sachet-powder  is 
compounded  as  follows  : — 

Powdered  sandal-wood       ...       ...  Jj. 

Powdered  patchouli-leaves  ...  5'j- 

Powdered  orris-root ...       ...       ...  Jij. 

Oil  of  lavender   utxxx. 

Oil  of  cassie  ...       ...       ...       ...  liixx. 

Fullers'  earth  ...       ...       ...  Jiv. 

Mix. 

35/33.  H.  Scott. — Estimation  of  Proof  Spirit  in  Ginger- 
beer. — -Take  10  oz.  of  the  beer  and  by  means  of  a  glass 
retort  and  Liebig's  condenser  distil  6  oz.  of  it.  Dilute  this 
distillate  with  distilled  water  to  10  oz.,  and  take  the  specific 
gravity  of  the  mixture  at  60°  F. ;  then  refer  to  an  alcohol 
table  in  order  to  see  how  much  alcohol  or  proof  spirit  a 
liquid  of  the  ascertained  specific  gravity  contains. 

35  65.  A.  L.  (Natal). — Therapeutic  work  is  not  under- 
taken commercially  by  any  firm  that  we  know  of.  Your 
best  plan  in  regard  to  barks,  roots,  and  other  medicinal 
drugs  is  to  send  samples  to  the  Director  of  the  Scientific 
Department,  Imperial  Institute,  London,  W.,  with  as  full 
particulars  as  you  can  give  regarding  them.  The  Director  of 
Kew  Gardens  also  gives  information  regarding  the  botanical 
origin  of  drugs  and  their  uses,  provided  you  are  able  to  send 
flowers  or  fruit  of  the  plants  yielding  the  drugs. 

38/14.  L.  L. — Dentistry  as  an  Adjunct. — If  you  know 
nothing  of  dentistry,  it  would  be  foolish  of  you  to  attempt  to 
make  it  an  adjunct  to  pharmacy  until  you  have  been  taught 
by  a  dentist.  The  curriculum  prescribed  for  L.D.S.  covers 
four  years,  of  which  three  must  be  spent  in  mechanical  den- 
tistry and  two  in  college  and  hospital.  See  our  Educational 
number,  September  5,  for  full  particulars  on  that  point.  You 
must  judge  for  yourself  whether  it  will  pay  you  to  take  the 
L.D.S.  or  not. 

36/61.  J.  T.  G. — We  should  not  care  for  the  job  which 
you  suggest. 

138/39.  J.  B.  N. — The  teething-powder  which  you 
suggest  is  all  right.    The  calomel  does  not  change. 

34/17.  T.  E.  C— See  C.  #  D.  for  May  19,  1894.  There  is 
a  "  Royal  Road  to  the  Pharmacopueia  "  in  rhyme  published, 
but  we  forget  the  name  of  the  author. 

31/57.  Insect. — The  specimen  sent  is  an  insect  of  the 
centipede  family,  but  that  is  all  we  can  say  about  it. 

34/55.  Thorax. —  The  superabundance  of  phlegm  is  not  a 
bad  symptom,  so  long  as  the  man  can  cough  it  up.  The  only 
thing  which  should  be  used  is  tr.  camph.  co.  5ss.  when  the 
trouble  is  excessively  annoying. 

34,49.  Physics. — Ganot's  "  Elementary  Course  of  Natural 
Philosophy  "  covers  both  physics  and  mechanics.  Everett's 
"  Elementary  Text-book  of  Physics  "  (Blackie,  3s.  Qd.)  is  the 
book  most  used  by  Major  students. 

31/22.  W.  F.  8. — Phenacetin  gr.  vj.  is  a  good  neuralgic 
powder  ;  acetanilide  gr.  v.  is  better  as  a  headache- powder. 

31/51.  Emulsion. — Lime-cream.— See  C.  S>  D.,  May  8, 
1897,  page  748.  To  get  a  perfectly  white  cream  use  a  pale 
or  bleached  oil. 

21/53.    Byline. — Sauce  like  Harvey's:  — 

Anchovies      ...       ...       ...       ...    8  oz. 

Lemon-peel    ...       ...       ...       ...    1  oz. 


...    1  oz. 
...    1  oz. 
1  oz. 
1  pint 
...    1  pint 

Bruise  the  solids  and  macerate  in  the  liquids  for  a  month 
strain,  and  thicken  with  browning. 


Shallots 
Pimento 
Horseradish  ... 
Walnut-pickle 
Mushroom-ketchup  ... 


150/21.  J.  W.  J. — Icing  for  Cakes  is  hardly  in  our  line, 
but  we  know  it  consists  of  finely-powdered  sugar  made  into 
a  stiff  paste  with  white  of  egg  and  sometimes  flavoured  with 
lemon.  This  is  spread  on  the  cake  with  a  knife,  or  squeezed 
through  a  tube  for  decorating:. 
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31/63.  Pax  cum  Honore.  —  Cod-liver  Oil  Emulsion 
(with  Irish  moss)  : — 

Ghond.  crisp. ...       ...       ...       ...  3j. 

Aqua?  ...    ,   Svj. 

Soak  for  an  hour,  then  make  a  decoction  by  the  heat  of  a  water- 
bath  and  strain  5  oz.    Add — 

Glycerini       ...  ...       ...       ...  Jij. 

Spt.  rectificat.    3j. 

01.  amygd.  essent.  ...       ...       ...  gtt.  v. 

Ol.  cinnamom.  ...       ...       ...  gtt.iij. 

Mix,  and  after  twelve  hours  add — ■ 

Ol.  morrhua?   ...       ...  oviij. 

in  three  portions,  shaking  well  after  each  addition. 

43/57.    J.  B.  -Ballroom-floor  Polish  :— 

Hard  paraffin           ...  ...       ...  7  oz. 

Powdered  boric  acid...  ...       ...  1  oz. 

Oil  of  lavender        ...    gtt.  v. 

Oil  of  neroli  ...       ...  ...       ...  gtt.  ij. 

Melt  the  paraffin,  add  the  acid'  and  perfume,  mix,  and  sift 
through  a  j^-inch  mesh  copper  sieve. 

28/58.  E.  L.  M. — Transparent  Glycerine-jelly  for  the 
hands. — Soak  1  oz.  of  "  brilliant  "  gelatine  in  24  oz.  of 
triple  orange-flower  water  over  night,  then  dissolve  in  a 
water-bath  and  add  12  oz  each  of  glycerine  and  glycerine  of 
borax  and  pour  into  bottles.  If  you  cannot  obtain  a  gela- 
tine which  dissolves  quite  clear  you  will  require  to  clarify 
by  means  of  white  of  egg,  the  process  for  which  is  as 
follows : — Dissolve  the  gelatine  in  the  water,  allow  it  to  cool 
somewhat,  mix  in  the  whites  of  two  eggs,  and  heat  to  com- 
pletely coagulate  the  albumen,  strain  through  flannel,  and 
add  the  glycerine  as  above. 

42/66.  Querist. — Rangoon  Oil  is  one  of  the  names  for 
heavy  petroleum  oil. 

39/25-  Befoica  (Brussels). — We  have  given  a  formula  for 
sauce  of  Worcester  type  too  recently  to  repeat — March  27, 
1897,  page  526. 


29/57.  Bendigo. — Method  of  Bronzing  Gun-barrels. — 
The  following  are  some  of  the  standard  formulas  for  the 
bronzing-liquid  :  — 


Sweet  nitre  ... 

8  oz. 

4  oz. 

6  oz. 

4  oz. 

Black  sulphur 

4  „ 

4  H 

Tincture  of  iron 

8~„ 

8  „ 

6  „ 

4 

Corrosive  sublimate 

2  „ 

6  „ 

2  „ 

Sulphate  of  copper  ... 

4  „ 

6  „ 

4  „ 

2  „ 

Nitric  acid   

*J 

4  „ 

3  „ 

4  „ 

Hydrochloric  acid  ... 

4-  „ 

Sulphuric  acid 

3  „ 

1  „ 

Spirit  of  wine 

5  „ 

6  „ 

Water...   

Igal 

Igal. 

Igal. 

1  gal. 

The  barrels  are  scalded  in  hot  solution  of  soda  to  remove 
dirt  and  grease,  and  washed  with  water.  The  bronzing- 
liquid  is  then  applied,  and  the  barrels  placed  in  a  damp  heat 
for  \\  hour.  After  this  they  are  scalded,  the  rust 
"  scratched "  off,  and  the  process  repeated  four  times,  or 
until  the  desired  colour  is  produced,  the  barrels  being  finally 
cleaned  and  oiled. 

43/30.  Bleach  has  a  lady  customer  the  skin  of  whose 
neck,  darkened  by  exposure  to  weather  whilst  golfing,  looks 
very  unsightly  in  evening  dress.  We  would  suggest  the 
liberal  application  of  peroxide  of  hydrogen,  which  will  pro- 
bably effect  the  desired  bleaching,  whilst  beiDg  in  itself 
perfectly  harmless. 

44/59.  Glasgow. — Either  essential  oil  of  almonds  or  oil  of 
lemon  would  be  suitable  flavouring  for  covering  the  taste  of 
croton  oil. 

43/33.  Forceps. — Books  on  Tooth-extraction. — "Tooth- 
extraction,"  by  J.  Gorham,  Is.  Qd.  (Lewis);  "Dental  Sur- 
gery," by  J.  &  C.  S.  Tomes,  15s.  (Churchill). 

42/41.  Colocynth  has  been  icformed  that  the  Chinese  use 
the  pith  of  the  orange  as  a  verinifuge,  and  asks  if  we  can 


supply  any  information  on  the  point.  We  cannot  trace  any 
such  use. 

32/50.  Statim. — For  beef-and-malt  wine  and  coca-wine 
please  refer  to  1897  Diaey,  page  487. 

41/72.  J.  G.— Coffee  Essence.— See  C.  X  D.,  October  16 
1897,  page  641,  and  October  30,  1897,  page  711. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

The  Editor  will  be  obliged  for  replies  to  the  followint  from  any  who  can 

furnish  the  iviformalion. 

4S  61.  Fancy  cartons  for  bird-seed  and  [the  like:  who 
makes  ? 

47/17.  Fine  wood  shavings,  known  as  quinine- packing: 
where  obtainable  ?    Is  it  as  cheap  as  sawdust  2 


Comtncj  Events, 


We  insert  notices  of  association  and  society  meetings  in  this 
section  free  if  they  are  sent  to  us,  on  postcards,  by  the 
Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Monday,  January  3. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  Chemical  Society's  Booms,  Bur- 
lington House,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  The  following  papers  will  be 
read: — (1)  "Standard  Methods  of  Tanning  Analysis  as 
Adopted  by  the  International  Association  of  Leather-trades 
Chemists,  with  remarks  thereon,"  by  Professor  H.  R.  Procter 
and  Dr.  J.  G.  Parker ;  (2)  "  Extraction  of  Tanning  Materials 
at  various  Temperatures,"  by  Dr.  J.  G.  Parker ;  (3)  "  Neats- 
foot  Oil,"  by  Messrs.  J.  H.  Coste,  F.I.C.,  and  E.  J.  Parry 
B.Sc,  F.I.C.' 

Tuesday,  January  4. 

Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  Great  Northern 
Victoria  Hotel,  at  9  p.m.  Lecture  :  "  Vegetable  Thieves  and 
Murderers,"  by  Mr.  W.  West,  F.L.S. 

Boyal  Institute  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  W.,  at  3  P.M. 
Fourth  lecture  (adapted  for  young  people)  on  "  The  Principles 
of  the  Electric  Telegraph,"  by  Professor  Oliver  Lodge,  D.Sc, 
LL.D.,  F.B.S. 

Thursday,  January  6. 

Midland,  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.  Second  annual 
ball,  at  the  Edgbaston  Vestry  Hall.  Tickets  (gentlemen, 
3s.  6(7.;  ladies,- 3s.)  can  be  had  from  any  of  the  stewards,  or 
from  the  Hon.  Secretaries,  Mr.  F.  Casson,  High  Street, 
Harbome,  or  Mr.  E.  W.  Mann,  97  Bristol  Road,  Birmingham. 

Midland,  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Masons'  College,  at 
8.30  p.m.    "  Dispensing  Difficulties,"  by  members. 

Friday,  January  7. 

Sheffield  Microscopical  Society,  Rutland  Institute,  Chapel  Walk, 
'  at  8  r.M.    Subject :  "  Respiration  in  Animal  and  Vegetable 
Organisms,"  by  Mr.  Cyril  Carr. 
Irish  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association.    Musical  evening. 

The  Ball  Season. — We  have  before  us  notifications  of  the 
following  dances: — 

January  6.— Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.  (2nd.), 
Edgbaston  Vestry  Hall.  Tickets,  3s.  6d.  gentlemen,  and  3s. 
ladies.  Hon.  Secretaries,  F.  Carsou,  High  Street,  Harborne,  and 
E.  W.  Mann,  S7  Bristol  Road,  Birmingham. 

January  19.— Chemists'  Ball  (32nd),  Portman  Rooms,  Baker 
Street,  W.  Tickets,  17s.  6(7.  gentlemen,  12s.  6d.  ladies  (inclusive). 
Hon.  Secretary,  W.  Warren,  24  Russell  Street,  Covent  Garden 
W.C. 

January  20.— Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association  (25th), 
Grosvenor  Rooms,  Grand  Hotel.  Tickets,  5s.  6(7.  gentlemen  5s. 
ladies.  Supper,  2s.  6(7.  Hon.  Secretary,  H.  S.  Shorthouse,  144 
Edmund  Street,  Birmingham. 

January  20.— Edinburgh  Chemists  Ball  (15th),  Freemasons 
Hall,  George  Street.  Tickets,  15s.  [We  presume  this  means  for 
double  ticket.]  Convener,  R.  I.  McDougall  1  Gladstone  Place, 
Leith. 

January  26.— Irish  Pharmacists' Association  (2nd),  Pillar  Room, 
Rotunda.  Tickets,  7s.  6(7,  gentlemen,  5s.  ladies,  10s.  6(7.  double. 
Hon.  Secretary,  W.  V.  Johnston,  35  Ranelagh  Road,  Dublin. 

February  10.— Junior  Pharmacy  Ball,  Portman  Rooms.  Hon 
Secretary.  W.  J.  Henron,  Beulah  Hill,  London,  S.E. 


